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In the Oourt of the Oertifioate Officer 
of Bankura. 
CERTIFICATE CASE Wo. 258 or 1905-1906. 


Secretary of State for India in Council, decree-holder, 
versus Srimati Rani Ananda Kumari Devi, judgment- 


Not is hereby givens that the undermentioned 
of the judgment-debtor will be sold at a 


sale the premises by the Certificate 
at Bankura on the 10th August 1906 at 12 a.m. 
the realization of Rs. 629-11-2 in execution of the 
Thana Dankan, estate;/Chhatna, besring tauzi No. 938 
of the Bankura Collectorate. Revenue payable for the 
mahal, Rs. 2,287-1. 

Ramenpera Krisna Dm», Collector 

Bankura Collectorate, the 19th June 1905, (728—3) 


In the Court of the Certificate Officer 
of Bankura. 

CERTIFICATE CASE No. 265 or 1905-1906. 
Secretary of State for India in Council, decree-holder, 

versus Nolini Nath Sinha Deb, guardian of minor 

Protsp Naran Sinha Deb, judgment-debtor. 

OTICE is hereby given that the undermentioned 
me" of the judyment-debtor will be sold at 
—— ic sale in the Court premises by the Certificate 
Officer of Bankura on the 10:h August 1905 at 12 a.m. 
for the realization of Rs. 4236-2-2 in execution of the 
above decree :— 

Thana Vishnupur, estate Jamkundi, bearing tauzi 
No. 478, residuary, of the Bankura Collectorate. 
Revenue payable for the mahal, Rs. 966-14-9. 

Ramendra Karsuwa Dx», Collector. 


Bankura Collectorate, the 17th June 1906. (729—83) 


— — 





NOTICE. 
Estate Arthur Weldon, deceased, 


p'RSUANT to section 320 of Act X of 1865 and 
section 42 of Act XXVIII of 1866, notice is 
hereby given that all persons having claims against the 
estate of Arthur Weldon, deceased, formerly a hotel 
manager at Kurseong, in the distriet of Darjeeling, and 
late of No. 40 Gilmore Road, Lewisham in Kent, in 
England, who died atthe Cancer Hospital, Broughton, 
in don in February 1904, should send in thei 
claims to the undersigned on or before the 16th day of 
July next, after which date no claim will be admitted 
and the assets of the estate will be administered. 


Orr, Dianam & Oò., 
Attorneys for H. W. S. Sparkes. the executor. 


32, Dalhouse Square, South, 18th June 1905. 
(763 —1—519) 








INSOLVENT NOTICES. 


In the matter of Jovaorar Pavt, an insolvent. 

On Thursday, the 4th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvent be heard on. Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


- Monmotho Nath Sen, Attorney. (112—3) 


In the matter of Tursgx TELLY and another, insolvents. 
W of May last, it was 
petition of the said 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
pext, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


K. M. Rukshit, Attorney. (113--2) 


In the matter of Mauoxzp Ara Buxsu, an insolvent. 
On Tuesday, the7th day of March last, it was ordered 

fhat the of the petition of the ssid inrolvent 

be heard on y, the 4th day of July next, and 


that the said insol: do (tend 
— der eM Ones. A stunt 
(114—2) 


R. E. Bysack, Attorney. 


In the matter of Haers MomowxmD | and others, 
On. Monday, th day ef 
n y, the 16th day May last, it 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the nid 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


Pugh & Co., Attorneys. (115—2) 


In the matter of Danter Surra, an insolvent. 

On Friday, the 26th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the ‘said 
insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


Insolvent in person. (716—2) 
In the matter of James Micnazt Doris, an insolvent. 

On Tuesday, the 2nd day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the ——5 of the said 
insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


Insolvent in person. (711—2) 
In the matter of Sunroxs  Cmawp GOLECHA, an 
insolvent. 

On Thursday, the 26th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do them attend to be 
examined before the said Court, 


Bannerjee & Bannerjee, Attorneys. (718—2) 
In the matter of Jonn MacJonn, an insolvent. 

On Monday, the 20th day of March last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


Pugh & Co., Attorneys. 


(719-2) 


In the matter of Wittiam SuxexaaM, an insolvent 

On Tuesday, the 2nd day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of tho petition of the said 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


C. C. Mitter, Attorney. (120-2) 


In the matter of Morzunanax Txury, an insolvent. 

On Friday, the $th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


K. M. Rukshit, Attorney. (121—232) 


In the matter of SHa1x Hiwooo, an insolvent. 

On Saturday, the 6th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 

P. N. Paul, Attorney. (122—3) 


In the matter of Jasper LaxPmrgg, an insolvent. — 

On Wednesday, the 10th of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of Send of tho said 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of Jaly 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 

Insolvent in pef«on. (7128—23) 


In tho matter of Dora Cmaxpb Kasran and another, 


insolvents. : : 

On the 6th i of May last, it wid 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the jay 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of ^j 
next, and that the said insolvents do then attend 
examined before the said Court. 3) 

“K, M. Rukshit, Attorney. (724 


fen. P 
[^n 








“A. Smith, Attorney. " 


| the matter of J. A. Casty, an insolvent. 

On Wednesday, the 31st day of May last, it was 
| that the matteis of the petition of the said 

insolvent be heard on Tuesday, 

next, and that the said insolvent 

examined before the said Court. 


.— . . Insolvents in person. (7208-2) 
Im the matter of Caran Das Pact, an insolvent. 


= On Monday, the 29th day of May last, it was ordered 
that the ma.ters df the petition of the said insolvent be 


(726—2) 









do then attend to be 











i heard on Tuesday, the 4th duy of July next, and that | d 


ihe said insolvent do then attend 
the said Court. 

Bannegjee Bannerjee, Attornoys. (721—23) 
i — matter of Sosmzz Brrusav'Cooxpoo, and others, 


. insolvents. 
- On Monday, the 8th day of May last, it was ordered 
that this matter be heard on Tuesduy, the 4th day of 
July next, and that the said insolvents do then attend,to 
- be examined before*he said Court. | 


o A.K. Thakur, Attorney. 


to be examined before 


(732—2), 


In the matter of Kamını Mowana Basy, an insolvent. 
On Tuesday, the 28rd day of May laft, it was 
ee that the matters of the petition of the said 
vent be heard on ‘Tuesday, the 4th day of July 

~ next, and that the said insolvent de then attend to be 
- examined before the said Court. 


Insolvent in person. (183—2) 


In the matter of Lucu: CgaNp and Mceppzx Goravr, | 
insolvents. 3 


vents. 

-~ On Wednesday, the 17th day of May last, it was 
ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
insolvents be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said iusolvents do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


$ Insolvents in person. 





(184—2) 
Tn the matter of Jano Nara Sen Gurra, an insolvont. 
— Wednesday, the 24th day of May last, it was 
. Ordered that the matters of the petition of the said 
. insolvent be heard on Tuesday, the 4th day of July 
next, and that the said insolvent do then attend to be 
examined before the said Court. 


B. D. Dutt & Gupta, Attorneys, (785—2) 


: the matter of Orct, Mornay Monse Pett and 
x 8 Hicorns Per, insolvents. 


On Saturday, the 6th day of May last, it was ordered 
3) ri ' the 4th day of July — appointed for 
É ring of this matter and that unless cause’ 
i on that day the said insolvente 


e —— 
d personally as well as to their after 
Property from all liabilities for debts, claims 


à pw the said insolvents at the 
filing of their petition for relief. 
y (736—2) 




















matter of Goxan 


^, the 6th day of June instant, an account 

atid disbursements of the Official 

20th day of January 1908 to the 31st 

was filed in the aim ow the Chief 
3 ordered that Tuesday, the 4th day of 

appointed for the further henring of this 

of making a dividend. 

or other — interested who may. 

r oppose aim upon*(he estate. 

) aod nd be hesrd, ba 
ief. Clerk three clear da; 


Dass AND ores, insolvents 

















day of July next, | 
attend to be examiu- | 






the z of the E. 














thee 4th day of July ha 
















tion order has been this day made the said insolvent | 
and that such application rib ted al disposed of > =- 
vent 













past 10 










iw; E 
$ i ivan: x 
Assignee from the 16th 


day of May last, was. in the. Office of 
Clerk, and it was erdered that Tuesday, tho 4th day of 
duly next, be appointed for the further hearing of this 
matter for the purpose of making a dividend. 

GÆ” Any creditor or other person interested who 
may intend {o establish or Oppose any claim upon the 


estato of the seid insolvent may attend and be heard 
ving given notice 


tothe Chief Cierk th ‘ 
before the day of hearing. "Wd deus 


A. B. Miller, Official Assignee. 







ihe Chief 








iu 
a" 








(69—1) 


In the matter of Kaszrz usua and others, insolvents, 
Tuesday, the 6th day of June instant, an 
account of the receipts and dis ursements of the Official 
Assignee from the 9th day of February 1904 to the 81st — — 
ny 0f May last was filed in the Otice of the Ohief |. 
Clerk, ynd it was ordered that Tuesday, the 4th day of |. 
July next, be appointed for the further hearing of am 
matter for the purpose of making a dividend. AR 
1 Any creditor or other person interested who ma T. 
intend to establish or oppose any claim upon the estate 
of the said insolvent - attend and be heard, haying — 
given notice to the Ohief Clerk three clear days before ^ 
khe day of hearing. i S 
A. B. Miller, Official Assignee. (760—1) 


. tf 
KT. an insolvent ` 





In the matter of Sre Arran ARTHUR, 

—— — F 

n tuesday, the 6th day of June instan i 

account of the receipts and disburesnenta of the Oioi 
Assignee from the 1st day of December 1904 to the Slst 
day of May last was filed in the Office of the Chief . 
Clerk, and it was ordered that Tuesday, the 4th day of 
July next, be appointed for the further henring of thia 
matter for the purpose of making a dividend. 

GÈ Any creditor or other person interested who may 
intend to establish or oppose any elaim upon the estate 


aly 


of the said insolvent may attend and b heard, havi i 
given notice to the Chief Clerk threo clear days bela ” 
the day of hearing 
A. E. Miller, Official Assignee. (761—1) j 
In the matter of Ranma bissun Mumany, an i EA 
(Radhakissen Jetmull). — 2 
On Tuesday, the 6th day of June instant, an 


account of the receipts and disbursements of the Official |. . 
Assignee from the Ist day of July 1902 to the 8186... 
day of May last was filed in the Office of the Chief 1 
Clerk, and it was ordered that Tuesday, the 4th dayof | 
July next, be appointed for the further hearing of this- 
matter for the purpose of making a dividend. TS Sac 
EÈ" Any creditor or other person interested who may” 
intend to establish or oppose any claim upon the estate’ 























of the said insolvent may attend and be heard, having - E 
given notice to the Chief Clerk three clear days before = 
‘the day of hearing. us OPI 
WES A Miller, Official Assignee. (762—01) |. 


In the matter of foxx Mrcnaxr. TaLeor, an insolvent, à 
m Tuesday, the 6th day of June instant, an 
account of the receipts and disbursements of the Official Aj 
Assignee from the 16th day of March 1904 to the 31st BEN 
day of May last was filed in the Office of the Chief — * 
Clerk, and it was ordered that Tuesday, the 4th day of... 77 
July next, be nppointed for the further hearing of this — .— 
matter for the purpose of moking a dividend. Te ide) 











‘Any creditor or other persom interested who may - 
intend to establish or oppose any claim upon the pire: A T 





of the said insolvent may attend and be heard, having — s à 
given notice to the Chief Olerk three tad 
the day of hearing. 


clear days. before. 


A. B. Miller, Official Assignee. (763—1) : 


In the matter of Rasa Bunanr Dey an insolvent. 


Notice that an application for an ad interim protec- 
* 


the Acting Commissioner of the } rt, on ` 

onday, the 3rd day of July next, at the hour of half- 
o'clock in the forenoon, S EES 
Qa" Any creditor of the said insolvent desirous of > 
such application must appear before the ssid a 


LUE 
1 





the time and 










‘In the matter of Shyama Charan Das, an jnsolvent. 
—8 OH N Das, of Nabagram, thana 

" Berampore, district Hooghly, was, on the 16th day 
- ef June. declared an insolvent and discharged 
under section 351, Civil Procedure Code, on the 21st 


idem. | 
if Vo ap id G. K. Den, District Judge. 
Hooghly District Judge's Court, the 22nd June 1966. 























+ Correspon lence for China and Jay “in doepatobed | da 
Tatioorin, 80 ‘hat it may proceed by the Ee gar a 





1. The lotter-box for Inland articles will be cleared for tho: 
forenoon Mails at the follgwing houre:— * 


(146—1—678) 











NOTICE. 


“im the Court of the District Judge of For Goslundo, Arskan and Chittagong, at 5-15 A-M, 
Noakhali. 


* i 
For Midnapore and Orissa districts, at 9 A.M. m 





i INSOLVENCY CASE No. 4 or 1905. 
pareo CHARAN NAHA, son of Shib Chandra 
© E Naha of Amishapara, station Begu: j, in the 
— . district of Noakhali, was declared an insolvent on the 
- 40th June 19:5, and Nazir of this Court was appointed 
Receiver in the case. y 
Rasuxpra Coowam Bose, District Judge. 
Noakhali, the 17th June 1905. (752 - 1- 671) 


Insolvency Notice. 


Sd NOME is hereby given that the undermentioned 
J dividend is lying unclaimed :— 


| uni 40. Estate po Oswal and others, insolvents. 





For the Eastern districts, as f 
—— , 9^ —— — 


For Khulna and Jessore districts, at 7 A.M. 


For Bombay, Central Provinces and Midnapore wid Bengal- 
Nagpur. Railway, at 11-15 A.M, and with a late fee of 
ġ anna up to 11-40 A.M. " 



















2, The letter-box will be cleared for the evening Mails at 
following hours, viz.— " 


For the East Indian Railway Mail, at 2-80 P.a, and with 





— 4 —— Amount ot ee ye a late fee of $ anna up to 2-55 F.M. 
ames claim, per cent, * "^ 











Fo: the Northern Sn Darjeeling and Assam Mails, at 


3-25 P.M., and with a late teo of 4 anna up to 3-50 P.M. 













Re a, P| Rs, aA P. 
i UM Soj wine the Bombay Mai] vid J f . 
For the Bombay vid Jubbul at 6 P.M., and with 
$ we . : 9 A or np io 630 FA." 7 —* 
A RTI isa 
Pie |} "Wü 4 0 9; $ 0 For the Punjab Mail, at 7-30 P.M. ) 
^ 2 ae g 9 i8 i 2 For ——À Orissa, Madras d 
E ets] E Ka | E N 
15 2619 0|. 721010 oF ulna Mail, at 7-80 3t P With a late foe ot 
ee i9 9]! For tho Eastern Bengal Mail s pe orl 
2 i H 2 m : J v and placos on the | Anna up to 8-46 r.m. 
; ‘Himalayan Railway, 
ae ws at 7-30, P.M 
e Meu. : A. B. Mirum, Official Assignee. 
boss Calcutta, the 20th June 1906. (788 —1) — rogisterod letters will be received between the follow- 
PORE dicen — ate ET ur :-— 
CALUUTTA Post OrrIJE NOTIOR. 


For the Bombay Mail wá Jubbulpore, from 5.p.M. to 6-15 P.M. 





T 





2 Date and hour 
FT ` of olosing at For the Punjab t x vM. 
OS e Rout o by which or njab Mail, from 6 P.M, to 7 F.M 
Post Office, Men For the Eastern Bengal Mail, frcr 6 p.m. to 7 F.M. 


For the Khulna Mail, from 6 P.M, to 7 P.M. 


For Midnapore, Orissa, Madras Presidency and Ceylon, 
from 6 P.M. to 7 P.M. 


Nort T'àe late foo on each registered letter will be 2 annas, 
wnicn must be prepaid in stamps on the letter, 


- * 
4. Article: for Burma and for Port Blair by sea are received 
without lato fee up to 7-30 3, and with a Iate fon of A anna UP 
Ma 











nae —— 
M0. Ditto ditto. 


4 PM 
July 9|At 7-30 | Via 
ad Colombo. 
steamer 


(Miso | June 30 | ,, 8-80 | Por 
G. Apcar. 
Burma, Ponang and Singa- July } 
Kyaukpyu and — 740 MAE T 
$39), — 


N m 7:30 |) Por steamer x 









5. On the latest safe day of despatch of Matis for the Austra- 
lasian Colonies, or any Foreign Countries, vid Madras or 
Tal the letter-box for Foreign artilea will ce cleared fi £ 
the last time at 7-80 P.M., aad n and papers fully Pr 























29 | ,, 7-90 
ZIMEI 
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Published in FOUR SERIES, vis : y 
: ‘Ay MADRAS, BOMBAY anD ALLAHABAD., 

(SHE Indian Law Reports, published under the authority of 
i Governor General ‘at Council, aro printed in pen Bh 
which are issued, a» soon as possible a/ter tho first of 
month, at Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and Allahabad, 


four Series—one for the Caloutta Hi 
for the Madras High Court, a third for the 
High Court, fourth for the Allahabad High Court. 
heard by the Privy Council on al from each 
— —— ede — 

io Council on appeal rovinoes in In 
i e any High Court are reported in the Caloutta 


Caloutta Series is distributed: by the Ben 
* : nd tu Madras, Bombay and ‘Allahabad Series are 
direct from Madras, Bombay and Allahabad, 


desiring to subscribe for or purchase the Reports 
to- 
ope in charge, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta, 


or 

verintendent, Government Press, Madras, or 
——— oer atl Government Central Press, Bombay, or 
the Curator of Government Books, United Provinoes ,of Agra 

and Oudh, Allahabad, 

PRICES, 
terms of subscription, and the terms on which ourrent 
— baok —— are sold, are as follows :— 






Secretariat 


vi 


lli 


With With 
— Indied Foreign 
t postage, postage. 
Re. A. P, Ra aA. P Re AF. 
COMPLETE Ad 
Curre annum — e 22.80 238 0 0 
M uem, lar annum. 90 00 2 0 200 
CaLcuTTA SgniEs— 
cea issues or back 
numbers, por annum 1000 1280 
Mapras, BOMBAY ór ALLA- f 
O 4e r baok 
es o! 
numbers, pêr annum .. 6 0 0 700 
ONTHL T— 
e. — i. a 200 20 0) 
Madras. la- 
habad ve AME E 9 $5 pe A T) 
AU must be made in advance. Remittanoos to 
Calcutta should be addressed to the TREASURER, BENGAL SECRE- 


TaRiaT, Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. 
PARTS OUT OF STOCK ayp DUPLICATE COPIES, 
WEN a requisition is received for any set of the Reports, and 


REPRINTS. 


- THE Complete Series for the years 
1888, 1890, 1892 to 1808 and 1899 to in 
y a LU 
: Sanat, ait wholly or in part, All Parts required to complete 
the stock of the Reports for other years are now boing reprinted, 
tiple from the beginning to date oreforo 
À decl a le at the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot. 
ADVERTISEMENTS vor Tar CALCUTTA SERIES. 


: — law publications only are received. Rates 
; Ascertained S application to the Bengal Secretariat Book 
Deptt. ^. : 


ion from the 
any Parts are out of stook, the following deduction 
foregoing rates is made for such Parts:- oi out n 
Postage, 
postage. 
CALCUTTA BERIES— Rs a P. Re. A. P, 
22.0 8 6 8 
LEE MLIV.55 14 
MADRAS, BOMBAY or ALLAHABAD SERINS— 
All Parts for one year. —.« 244 4n 3 
Any one Part * * B^ e 3h Ue 5 > 
in transit to a subscriber, a act, 
Peel e vin of uistribution within three months from 
the date of pubiication, a dupiicate will be supplied at the 
as aec Without With 
, Postage. — por&re 
A ES Tes on 
Mp ee Aana aii 053 059 
M J 
















the Bengal Law Reports, from A 

ve ny lg Annam Nr c 
Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta, 
Without’ With India 
postage. — postage, 


— Drosutar 1873, 
.. Are available at engal 






8 0 0) by the Superintendent, Botanic Garden, for cash — 


Pure Sulphate of 
, an 
Sulphate of Oinchonidine. 


MANUFACTURED AT THE BENGAL GOVERNMENT 
Ornoaona PLANTATION. 


From lst April 1905 the price of these articles 
He as follows :— 





will 


Quinine. è 
1 Pound tin, Ra. 16, or, post free, Re. 16-8. 
” " n 8 ” ” » Ll > 
” ” " 4 »" " " ” 4-6, 
Cinchonidine. 
1 Pound tin, Rs. 12, or, post, free, Rs, 12.8. 
Pv en RD Seog 


Analysis shows these articles to be of the purest manu- 
facture; and they are guaranteed to be free from wilful 
admixture with the inferior alkaloids. They are for 
sale only to Government officers, and only for cash, and 
may be had from the Superintendent, Botanic Garden, 
Sibpur, near Calcutta. Cinchonidine can also be pur. 
chased by dealers at the following rates :— 


1 lound tin, Rs. 16, or, post free, Rs. į 
8 
1 


» 


” 


16.8. 
8-6. 
” ” 4 » ” 4-4, 








Cinchona Febrifuge. ` 


Cinchona Febrifuge oan be purchased by all Govern. — 
ment otlicers and by any one taking five pounds and 


14 0 0 | upwards at a time from the Superintendent, Botanic 


Garden, Calcutta, at the following rates—per four-ounce 
tin, Re. 1 ans. 14; per eight-ounce tin, Rs. 8 ans. 12; per 
und tin, Rs. 7 ans."8; the general public can be supplied 


at the undernoted rates—per four-ounce tin, Rs. 2 ans. 
per eight-ounce tin, Rs 4 ans. 8 ; 
This medicine is also sold by the principal European 
and Native druggists in Calcutta. Postage, four annas 

r four-ounce tin; six annas per eight-ounce tin; and 
eight annas per pound tin, in addition to the foregoing 
rates. 


; 
rpound tin, Hs. 9. 





THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, * 
The 1st March 1901.—From this date the subscription to, and 
ge for, the Caleutta Gazette will be at the following rates, 
payable in advance :— 

For m the Mufassal 

Pan ANNUM, — ae ES M 
Entire Gazette... m S 15 0 20 0 
Parts I, La and IB together 50 7 8 
Part IL ie ow - æ 29 212 

Parts III, IV am IVatogether 4 0 60 - 

» Vand VI together ee 3 0 
Appendix (Marine Notifications) 1 0 212 
Supplement - ^ En Wo 7 8 

PER 188UX. 
Entire Gazette Er 0 8 0 10 
Supplement -— o 04 0 6 


parate Parts of each issue of the Gazette, and occasion» 
ally important Rules and Extracts, can be obtained from the 
Officer in charge, Bengal Secretariat Book Depót, at the rate of 
one anna for every sixteen pages ora fraction thereof. Postage 
according to weight. h 


RATES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS in the Calcutta Gazette : — 


Full page, per issue Rs, 20 
o ue nir: ME MEC 


Casual advertisements, 4 annas per line por insertion. 


N D.—8e| " 


" - 





,IL and III of a Descriptive Catalogue 

Barte L IL ADE Manuscriptsin the Library of the Aias 
Sanskrit College, prepared by Pandit Hrishikesa Sastfi* 
and Babu Siva Chandra Gui, M.A, Bb, of tnat College, 

are ofered co the public for sale, The Catalog being 


to be completed in 28 ~ yl amen dro aea 

a e ive postage. pes caa be 
We ained. from the Principal: of tus Dresknt -Collace. 
Caleztt™ i 


a 





At the Bengal Secretariat Book Dept, Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta, and by 
the following Agents :— 


AGENTS !N INDIA. 


essrs. Thac & Co., Calcutta and: | Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co.. Printers and Book. 
imis," — n sellers. College Street. Calcutta,’ 


Messrs. Newman & Oo., Calcutta. I & Co, B 
crore Reston co. Made uc Mer ook, 
—— x — de & ‘Co. "Bonita: Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala, Sons & Oo., Book. 


The Superintendent, American Baptist ion sellers, Bombay. 
Nem > ef Messrs. G. A. Nateson & Oo., Madras. 
^ Mre. Radhabai Atmaram S oon, — 


nt, N 
Messrs. R. quU O & Oo., a leutta. i Mr. N. B. Mathur, Buperintegde azir 
Rai Gula [e) um 
ai Sahib M, Gulab Singh & Bons, Proprietors | «e Calcutta School Book Society. 
n AGENTS IN ENGLAND. 
Mr. E. A. Arnold, 41 and 43 Maddox Street, | Mr. B. Alfred Quaritch, 15 Flassan London, 
Lon P.S. King & Son, 2 & 4 Great Smith 
itus: RN EQ. Moniune L London. 
A UE p gonne ple pdi] 16 James Street, | Messrè. H. S. King & Co., 65 Cornhill, London. 


Mr. B. H. Blackwell, 50-51, Broad Street. 
Messrs. Kogan Bi Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co, Oxford. A 

» © Charing oad, London. Messrs. Deighton Bell & Co., Cambridge. 

» AGENTS ON THE CONTINENT. 


Messrs: a Friedlander & Sohn, Berlin, N. W. |'Mr. Karl Hiersomann 


Mr. Ernest Leroux, 2 5 Be hoe y eS Paris, 
Mr. Otto o Hartaseowite, Leipzig. | Mr. Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague. 


.NOTICE.—Books required for private use can be purchased. Applications should be aceompantea by 
romittance in each case, 


All remittances on account of subscriptions to, or prices of, Gazettes, Indian Law Reports or cther Government 
lications available for sale at the Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, or for cost of advertisements published in the 
rese should, in future, be made payable to the “ reasurer, Bengal Secretariat, Calcutta.” Advices of such 
remittances, if separately sent, should be addressed to the * Accountant, Bengal Seeretariat.” All a —— 


intended for publication in the Calcutta or Bengali Gazette should be sent direct to the Superintendgnt, 
Government Printing, Bengal. 


Books required for the Publie Service should be obtained through the Heads of Departments. 





OB The amounts within parentheses are for packing and postage, 


NEW PUBLICATION S ISSUED DURING THE CURRENT 
. t A QUARTER. 

APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT. 
Quarterly Civil List for Bengal, corrected up to 1st April 1905. Rs. 3. (4a.) 


FINAN SIAL DEPARTMENT. 
‘report on the Maritime Trade of Bengal for the official year 1904-05. F'cap. Paper cover Ke, 1 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 


Kurukh Foik-lore in the origingl collected and transliterated by Revd. Ferd Hahn. Fcap. 
‘Ato, cloth. Ks, 2. (3a.) 


— *' List of officers in ihe —— Educational — Bengal, corrected up to lst April 1905. 


F’eap Paper cover. As. 8 (1a. i 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, á 
The Sunderbans Act 1905 (Ben. Act I of ) in English, Bengali or Hindi. (1a.) 
The Bengal Repealing Act 1905 (Ben. Act II of 1905) an Hinglish. Bengali or Hindi. 6p. (1«.) 


The Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act, 1887 (Bengal Act V of "IBB1). as modified up to lst June 
1204, in Bengali. As. 2-6, (1la.). 


me Bengal Smoke Nuisances Act 1905 Fanaa 4 Act III of 1905) in Bnglish or Hindi. As. 2 (la). 
e Indian —— Act — (II of 1905) in n r Unive — "pucr (1a,) 
^vi -l 1a.) 
The Indian Railway Boards Act 1995, v of 1905) in Bengali, Hindi or Thiya. 6p. a9). 
POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Administration Report on the Jails of Bengal for the year 1904. F’cap., boards, Paper cover. MT 


m M PUBLIC WORES DEPARTMENT, 
. Clase st and Distri t 
nies epo Nin Y. Deni peu au bees 
; . REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 


Mo aph on Gold and S j i 
VAIMoncntoh gn, Gold sed Bürer Work o the Bengal Presidency. 1y D. I Mapa Ane 


Paper eo: 
“vasa Report en the Survey Operations in in Gongal d rez) the year 1908.04. F'cp. Paper ` 


| vAnnusl port on Forest Admin for 
rg ag nom — —— nitration i in the Lower Provinces of Bengal 


“annual Report of thie, Diroxipr ae aap Department of 











on ente and Land 
core, an 8 Qa). BONA for the y 











An account of the Research work in Indigo carried out at Dalsing Sarai Research Station 


(under subsidy of the Government of Bengal) from 1903 to March 1904. by W. Popple- 
well Bloxam and H. M. Leake. F'eap, bowed. Paver cover, Ra, B (4a.). 

Report on an inquiry into the state of the Tasar Silk Industry in Bengal and the Central 
Provinces of India. By N. G. Mukerjee. F'eap. Paper cover, Ks. 2, (2a.) 


a 
annual mort ofthe Burdwan Experimental Farm for the year 1908-04. Fcap. Paper cover, 
As. 2. (la. A 


NEW PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BETWEEN 1*T OCTOBEE 
1904 AND THE 31?" MARCH 1905. 


APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT. 
Quarterly Civil List of Bengal, corrected up to 1st January 1905. Rs. 3. (4e.) 


FINANOIAL LEPARTMENT. 
t on the Road and Public Works Oese O) ti 
ai year 1903-04. F’cap. Paper cover. Rs, $e — ions of the Lower Provinces for the 


rt on the Administration of the Excise Department in the L i B l 
mes: 7^ the year 1908-04. F’cap. “Paper cover, Ra, 2. ** 9 Lower Provinces of Oum 


i GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 
Report —— p Emigration during the year ending 30th June 1904. Fcap. Paper cover, 
Aw 8. (la. 


General Report on Public Instruction in Bengal for 1903.04. F'eap. Paper. Re, 1-5-3. (2a) 

List - EUN rà Sbe Subordin.te Educational Service, Bengal, corrected up to Ist January 
s 8. 5. a. 

Bengal Administration Report, 1903-04: F'cap. Cloth. Rs. 3, (8..) 


JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Annual Report on the Police Administration of the Town of Calcutta and its suburbs for 
the year 1903. F'cap. Paper cover. Re. 1. (2a,) 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


ota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act (Bengal Act I of 1879, modified) 
Te notes by H. W. C. Carnduíf. Re. 1-8. (2a) ] — 
The Indian Emigration (Amendment) Act 1904 (XII of 1904) in Bengali, Hindi or Uriya. 6p. (1a.) 
The Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act 1904 (XV of 1904) in Bengali, Hindi or Uriya. la. (1a) 
The Local Authorities Loans Act 1905, (I of 1905) in Bengali, Hindi or Uriya. 6p. (1a.) 
The Indian Universities Validation Act 1905 (II of 1905) in Bengali, Hindi or Uriya.6p. (le) 
The Stage Carriages Act 1861 (XV1 of 1861 as modified up to Ist February 1898, in Hindi 

As. 9. (1a) 


The Indian Evidence Act 1872, (I of 1872) as modified up to lst November 1902, in Hindi. 
The Indian Explosives Act 1884 (IV of 1884) as modified up to 1st December 1903, in Hindi, 
.2. (le. — 
The Bengal — Act 1885 (VIII of 1885) as modified up to 1st December 1903, in Uriya. 
Re.l (2a.) 


ian Railway Act 1890, (IX of 1890) as modified up to 1st May 1896 and corrected 
E ihe lst December 1903, in Hindi. As. 18. (la.) 


MUNIOIPAL DEPARTMENT, 


i i j Practitionera in Bengal, 1904. Royal vo, Boards, Paper cover. We. à. (2a.) 
Lat A pisa at ach working of Municipalities in Bengal during the year 1903.04. 
. Re. 1. (2a) ME. À 
Resolution reviewing the (Reporte on the working of District Boards in Bengal during the 
year 1908.04. F'cap. Papercover. Re.1. (1a.) 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, 


i ric Meters and other instruments’ will be accepted ior testing in 
quee emm ach o Laboratory, Caleutta, and Table of Fees. F'cap. Paper cover. la. (la,) 
Revenue Report of the Government of a engal, Publio a Department, Irrigation Branch, 

-O4. F'eap. Boards. Paper cover, . 2. a. : 
Poco Poa ly rad —— — on Return of Establishment of the Public Works Depart. 
ment, Bengal, corrected vp to 31st December 1904. Rs, 4 (2a.) 
Resolution on the Embankment and Drainage Reports of the Government of Bengal, Irriga: 
tion Department, for the year 1903-04. F’cap. Boards, Paper cover, Re. 1. (2a.) 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
Annual port urvey Operations in Bengal during 1903-04 (from October 1903 to 
—— 004). MD. Paper cover. Re, 1. — . i2 db ——— 
ttl nt Operations in e Saran istrict, 
MM y ^R y Meer oia. North Bihar. F'cap. Boards, paper cover. Rs, 4.8. 
+ * . , 


e ment Operations in the Darbhanga District, 1806 

- ty Pen n. Tm — ege cover, Ra, 6. (5a) : 2 

— of the Indian Factoriss Act,1881, In sheet form, for hanging up in Factories. 
Bnglish and Hindi and Urdu. As.4 (ta. unmounted. Ro. 1-4 mounted. 

Agricul 


tural —— tioa of the Lower Provinces of Bengal for 1903-04. Fcap. Paper cover, 


m 8. NM and attached Esfates in the Lower Provinces for the year 1903.04. 


. ke. 1-8. (20. yer ; i .04 
Udo Hg il rt Mevenue Administration of the Lower Provinces for the year 1903-04, 


Fcap, Papercover, Ks. 3. (2a) 
E STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Uca Medis 1 with Nepai, Thibet, Sikkim aud Bhutan for the vear ending March 


Paper cover, Re by Hail and River in Bengal in tho official your 1909-04. Peay. 
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OLDER PUBLICATIONS. 
A General Catalogue of all Government Publications (corrected up to 30th June 1904) may 
Officer in charge, Bengal Secretariat Book Depót, 





— 0 


be ovtained gratis on application to the 





` publications for sale at the office of the Chief Inspector qj 


Kaplosiwes with the Government of India. 


Rules for the manufacture possession and sale of explosives issued by each of the Loca: 

Governments and Administrations. Price 12a. 

Rules for the transport and importation of explosives issued by the Government of India. 
Price 12a. 

Rules for the transport and importation of explosives at the Port of Oalcutte. Price 4a. 





Publications for sale at the Custom, House, Calcutta. 


Revier st the Maritime Trade of Bengal and its Chief Port (Calcutta) for the year 
=! s rice a ae 
Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of Bengal, Foreign and coast- 
ing combined in one volume, for the year 1903-04. Price Rs. 6, 

Ditto for 1904-05 will be ready early in September. Price Re, 6. 
Previous years’ volumes can be obtained at the seme price. 





: PNAS L0 7 SAE ESE ATES DERE TEES SANS | 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 


BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA, 
8 HASTINGS STREET, CALCUTTA. 





A General Catalogue of all Government Publications may be obtained gratis from the Government - 
Central Press, Calcutta. 





All books publisbed by the Superintendent of Government Printing, India, cau be purchased, either directly or through 


the following or any other booksellers: — 
AGENTS IN EUROPE. 


Mr. E. Arnold, 41 and 43 Maddox Street, Bond | Messrs. Grindlay & Co., 54 Parliament 
Street, W. London. London, S W., Agents for the Sale of ws 
Messrs. Constable & Co., 16 James Street, Army List. 


A Mr. Otto H 
Haymarket, W., London Mr. Karl M | Leipzig. 


Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co, | M . R. Fri 
Oharing Cross London, | Ii s X Bohn; Bet m 
‘Mfr. Bernard Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, London. r. Ernest Leroux, 28 Rue Bona P. 
co Mr. Martinus Nijho Hague, Hol rot i X 
Messrs. P. S. King and Son, 2 & 4 Great | Mr. B. H. Blackwell, 50 & 51 Broad Street, 
Smith Street, Westminster. Oxford. | 
rs, H. S. King & Co. 65 Cornhill, and 9 | Messrs. Deighton Bell & Oo., Cambridge. 


Mess 
Pall Mall, London. 
AGENTS IN INDIA. 


Messrs. Thacker, Spink & Oo. Calcutta Manager, Educational Book Depots, Nagpur 





and Simla. &nd Jubbulpore.* 

Messrs. Newman & Co. Calcutta. 8 

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., Calcutta. Manager of the Imperial Book Depot, 63 

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Oo., Calcutta. Chandny, Chauk Street, Delhi.* 

Eveyln, Hubert, & Co.” 149, Dhurmotollah | Manager, “ East Coast News," Vizagapatam.* 
Street, Calcutta. Manager, "The Agra Medical Hall and Oo- 

Messrs. Higginbotham & Oo., Madras. operative Association, Limited” (Succes- 

Messrs. V. Kalyanarama Iyer & Co., Madras. sors to A. John & Oo. Agra).* 

Messrs. G. A. Natesan & Co., Madras. Mr. T. K. Seetharama Aiyar, Kumbakonam.* 

Messrs. Thacker & Co., Ld., Bombay. Lala Debi Prasad, Vakil and Manayer of 

Messrs. A. J. Combridge & Oo., Bombay. Law Press, Cawnpore. * 


M £ . B : Superintendent, Basel Mission Book 
essrs. D. B. Taraporevala, Sons & Oo. ero Depository, Mangalore.* avd 


Bombay. 
* i : Messrs. P. Varadachary & Co. .Madras.* 
Mrs. Radhabai Atmaram Sagoon, Bombay My Sunder Pandurang, Bom bay.* 


Bu intend i i issi 
rintendent, American Baptist Mission The Mercantile Mission Sete d Caliout. 


ress, Rangoon. 
i * i H. Dowman, Esq. (late Extra Assis 
Rai Sahib M Gulab Singh & Sons, Superintendent, Survey of Indice 





Mufid-i-A m Press, Lahore. ah *. 
Mr. N. B. Mathur, Suerintendent, Nazair | Allahabad. 
Kanun Hind Press, Allahabad. BH. Liadan : Boq» Printers, etc, 7, South Road, 
| ahabad. 


* Agents for sale of the Legislative Department publications, 


NOTICE.— Books and Acts required for private ure only can be purchased. Applications snould be accompanied by 
a remittance, unless it is wished that the books should be sent by value-payable post, in which case, besides the ordinary 
postage, an additional charge is made for registration and commission. $ 

Books and Acts required for the public service should be obtained through Local Governments to whom the applicant js 
subordinate. 

Application for Government publications which are no longe: im print should be made to the Agente of the particular 
Government nnder whose orders they were originally issued. 


(The amounts within parentheses are for packing and postage.) 
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List of New 200ks published during the Current Quarter 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 2 

















The Bengal Code, Vol. Il, 3rd Edition, 1905. (Now ready). Cloth, Super-Royal 8vo. Re. 6 or 9s. (10a, 
The Bengal Gode, Vol. III. Srd Edition, 1905. (Now ready.) Cloth. „Super Royal 8vo, Ra. 6 or Oe er 
The Aimere Code, Srd Edition, 1905. Cloth. Super-Royal'Bvo: Re. 2-8 or 3s. 9d, (7a.) 

Act XIII of 1885, The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, as modified up to lst March 1905. 5a. (la.) 
'"Aetlllof 1900, The Prisoners Act, as modified up to 1st March 1908. 6a. 6p. (1a.) 

'Act XIX of 1850 (Concerning the binding of apprentices) as modified up to let May 1905. 


3a, 0p. (la) 


HOME DEPARTMENT. 


Scien’ emoirs by Officers of the Medical and Sanitary Departments of the X 

^ * Indie Oriental or Delhi Sore by Captain S. P. James, M.B., L.M.B,, —— 
No. 13. Buper-Royal ato Limp cover. 10a, or ls. (3a.) p 

Scientific Memoirs $ Officers of the Medical and Sanitary Department of the Govern. 
ment of India—On a parasite found in the White Corpuscles of the blood of dogs by 
Captain S. P. James, M B., I.M.S. New series No. 14. Super.Royal4to, Limp cover Wa, or le. (3e.) 

c Memoirs by Officers of the Medical and Sanitary D -— of the Government + 
of India--On a parasite found in persons suffering from Enlargement of the Sploen in 
India (Third Report) by ^d 5. R. Christophers, M.B. LM.S., New series, No. L:. Super Royal. 
4to. Limp cover. 10a, or ls. (2a. 

Scientific Memoirs by Officers of the Medical and Sanitary Departments of the Govern. 
ment of India. The specificity of antivenomous Sera with special reference to a Serum 
repared with the venom of Daboia Russelli by Captain George Lamb, M.D, IM&. 
Now series, No. 16. Super.Roysl 4to, Limp cover. 6a. or 7d. (2a.) 
b List of Additions, ghira Serios, mita subject index, March 1905, No. 7, 
- h aper cover, . Or e, . 
— nda Ranga i. Vol. I, 1736 to 1746.—Dubash to Joseph Francois 
ht of the Order of St. Michael, and Governor of Pondichery.—A record of Matters, 
"Historical, Social, and Personal, from 1786 to 1761: Translated from. tho umi by the onder o8 the t 
sand Edited by Sir J. Frederick Price, K.C.S.L, iate of-the IEC.S., aseistod by R, Rangachari, BA, Rs. 8 or 4e 
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mE 


Report 

Annie oen of India for the year 1904. 
Fauna of British India, Buttertiies. 
Annual Report of the 
Paper cover. 4a. or 5d. (1a.) 


(20th 


Report of Forest Administrations 
cover. 8a. or 9d, (2) NT 
Pr Report of Forest Administration in 
or 9d, (2a.) 
Technical Art 
or 4a. per plate (1a,) 


Progress 


ices of the Officers of Engineer, 
of Services of the Offlcers of Member 1 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
the Political Administration of the territories within the Central India Agency for 


Establishments, corr 
Board. Rs. 6 (9a) 


Bep o-04. (Selection No, CCCCXVI.) Foolscap, board, 
Report on the workin: 

Foolsenp, paper cover. 9a. orlld. (la.) 
Adminictration Report on the Persian 

Agency for 1 "04. (Selection No, CCCCXI,) Foolscap, board. 
Administration Report of the Baluchistan 

Mooscap. Board. We, 112 or ze. Bd. (3a) 
Report on the Political Administration 

for 1903-1904 (Selection No. CCCCXVIII,) Foolscap, ane 
Report on Sanitation, Dispense No O Jails in Rajputana 

r the year 1003-1904. (Section No. CCOCXIV.) Foolscap, 

Report 


Central Indis Agency for 1903. (Select! 


— 


— tila » vs Us d 
THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JUNE 28, 


Vol. I, by Colonel C. T. Bengham. Royal 8vo. cloth. 
Director-General of Archeology for the year 1903-04. Part I. 


m No. CCCCXV.) Foolscap- 


Re 2 





of the National Association for Supplying Female Medical Aid to the 
issue.) Royal 8vo. m 


p cover. Re. tor ls 44. (4a.) 
. Rs. 15 or 22s. 6d. (7a.) 
Foolscap. 


REVENUE AND AGRIOULTURE DEPARTMENT. 


in the Andamans for 1903-04. Foolscap. Paper 
Baluchistan for 1903-04.  Foolseap. Paper cover 


Series for 1904. Nos. I to XIII with their explanatory text and cover. Rs. 8.4 (4a.) per set 


Accounts and State Railway Revenue. 
904, Vols. I and II (complete). Royal 8vo, 


Re. 1 or ls. 6d. (2a.) 


Pp. . 
of the Thagi and Dakaiti Department for 1903. (Selection No. CCICCI.) 
Gulf Political Residency and 


Maskat. Political 


lor Is, 6d. (2a 


Agency for 1908-04. (Selection No. COCOXVII. 
of the Rajputana States and Ajmere-Merwara 


Rs. 2 or 3s. (6a,) a 
for 1903 and on Vaccination 


board. Re. 1 or ls, 62. (4a-) 


on the workin’ of the Dispensaries and Jail Hospitals and on Vaccination in the 


Board, Rs, 1 12a or 2s, 8d. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 
Financial Statement for 1904.05 and 1905-06, Foolscap, board, Re, 1-8 or 2s. 3d, (6a.) 
COMP! ROLLER-GENERAL. 


Appropriate Report posi. Ba. or 9d. 


Bsq. Foolscap. 16a.) 


on the Accounts of the Government of India for 1903-04 by A.F. 


STATISTICAL. DEPARTMENT. 


Ses EOE No.11 o! 1904 RoyalSvo, Stitched. 
Acc pos. al Svo., stitched. 8a, or 9d, (2a-) 
Statistic 

—— 19x ziga Royal 8vo., stitched. 2a. or 2d 


i f Cotton Spinnin and Weaving 
— Vie n months, April 1804 
of 1902-03 nud 1903-04, Royal 8vo. St 
Accounts relating to the Trade carrie) by 
six months endin Seotember 1904. 
years 1902 and 1803. No. 2 of 19! 
Sea-Borne Trade and Navigation A^counte 
April 1905. No 11. Royal 8vo. Stitched. 
d 
Accom compared with the years 


Trade and —— Accounts ot British India for the month of February 


Sa. or 9g. (20,) 


External Land Trade of British India for the month of December 1904, No. 9 


cotton spinning and weaving in the Indian Mills in January 1905 and i 
Sof o P1904 to January 1905, compared with the corresponding —— 


(1a) 
in the Indian Mills in Februa?y 1905 and 


to February 1905, compared with the corres Ondi 
Stitched. 2a, or 2¢, (1a.) 4 PS PMoReniod 


rail and river in India in the quarter and in 


, compared with the corres d i 
04-06 ^F p i e ponding periods cf he 


Ba. or 9d, (8a.) 
of British India for the month of March 


‘oolscap., paper cover. 


8a. or 9d. (2a.) each 


"ting to the Sea-burne Trade and Navi ation of British India f r 
ating © 1902 and 1903. Ba. or 9d. (1a) Hia for die caen Aer yon 


MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 


Indian 


The Quarterly ie.) 


Ra, 3 or 4s. 6d. 


Army List for April 1905, New series, No. 4, Royal Svo, paper cover 


India Military Budget Estimate for the year 1905-1908. Foolscap, board, Rs. 1-8, or 2s. 3d. (Sa,) 


The Indian Appen 


to the Signalling Regulations, 


1904, Royal 16mo, Cloth. As, 8 or 9d. (1a.) 


RAILWAY BOARD. 


30th ‘December 1903) on the 


-— Neville Priestley, Esq. Foolscap. 


Report ( 


America by 


Organisation and Working i 
Some cover. Res. 8 or 4s, 6d. (3a.) mE MTS 7m 








List of Books published. from 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Registration Act, 1877 (II of 1877), 

modifi to lst A rh 1900, with foot- 

notes libel an down to lst November, 1902, 
lle. (2a. 

The Indian Emigration Act, 1883 

yy ed Lp ist December, 

n Act for the 















October 1904 to March 1905. 


Act XXXIV of 1858, The Lunacy (Supreme 
Courts) Act, 2858. As modified up to 80th 
April, 1903, 4a. 3p. (le.) 

Act XXXV of 1858. The Lunacy (District 
Courts) Act, 1858. As modified up to 30th 
April 1903. 2e.3p. (la) 

Act V of 1873. The Government Savings 
Banks Act, 1873. As modifled up to ist 
April. 1903. 3a. 6p. (lo.) 

Act II of 1886. The Indian Income Tax Act 

1886. As modified up to 1st April, 1908- 


The ium Act, 1878. As 
o 1st ember, 1896, with 
: os 






















Act I 
m 
ht down to 1st , 















of 1860 


Aot No XXI Societies 
y cay up to Are December, 1904. 24 
The Puniab Laws Act, 1872 (IV of 1872), as 


— rat al up to lst November, 1904. 7a. 
Tke Indian Christian Marriage Act, 1872 (XV 
ot 1872), ae modified gS lst Ael 


1904. 10a. (1la.) 
Act No. X of 1891 (Indian Penal Code Amend- 
A a ed up to let December 
a. a. 
The Indian 7 Sc R Act, 1899 (VIII of 1899), 
icem pem up to thelst December 1904 
‘a. (la, 


The Indian Extradition A>t, 1903 (XV of 
1903), ^ modified up to Ist December, 


. 5a. Op. ) 

Act V of 1869. The Indian Articles of War, 
as modified up to Ist December 1904. 

Royal Svo, Stitched. Re.1 2a, (8a.) 

Act XV of 1881. The Indian Factories Act. 
1881, as modified up to the lst December 
1 . Royal 8vo, stitched. 5a. 6p. (la. 6p.) 

Act V of 1 . The Indian Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1883, as modified up to the 1st Decem- 

ber, 1904. Royal 8vo, Stitched. 6a. (1a.) 

The Central Provinces Code, 3rd Bdition, 1905. 
Cloth. Super-Royal 8vo. Ke. 4 or 6s, (6a.) 

The Bengal Code, Volume I, 3rd Edition, 1905 
(Now ready). Clth. Super-Royal. Price all 
Volumes Rs, 30 or 45s. Vol. I. Re.6 or9s. (8a.) 


The Public Gambling Act, 1867 (III of 1867), 


as modifled up to the 1st January, 1905. 
As. 4 or 5d, (eJ 


The Indian Contract Act, 1872 (Act IX of 
1872), as modified up to the 30th June, 
1901. Royal 8vo. Stitched. Re, 1-4. (2a.) 


HOME DEPARTMENT. 


Scientific Memoirs by Officers of the Medical 
and Sanitary Departments of the Govern. 
ment of India. On a parasite found in 
persons suffering from enlargement of the 
spleen in India, by Lieut. S. R. Christo- 

hers, M.B.. IMS., New series, No. 
Buper-Royal 4to. Limp cover. Ks. 2 or às. (3a.) 
on the Administration of Criminal 

Ben ration in Lower Provinces of Bengal | 
durinz the year 1908. Foolscap. Paper cover 
Re. 1. of ls. 6d. (2a.) | 

rial Library List of Additions, Septem- 

EX r to December 1904, Nos. 1—6. Foolscap. 
Paper cover. As. 8 or 9d, (2a.) each. 

on the Administration of Civil Justice 

S ihe Lower Provinces ot Bengal during 

the year 1908. Foolscap. Paper cover. Re, 1 or 


1s, 6d. Ga.) 
Officers of the Medi- 


Registration), | 





moirs by 
aci WE. Departments of the 
Government of India on the Mo: hology, 
Teratol and Declinism of the Flowers 
of Cannabis By Major D. Prain, M.B., 1.0.5. New 
series, No, 12. Super-Royal 4to. Limp cover, 14a. 


ls, 3a, 
* of Officers in the Depart- 
mente ofthe Government of Ind cto- 
ber to December 1904, January to arch 
1905. Foolscap, Paper cover As, 4 or 5d. (la.) 
Annual Report of the Sanit Commissioner 
with the Government of ndis, 1008, with 


d Returns of sc 
MDPORity among European Troops, Me 


isoners in for the 
Troops and TOS. Hs. 8 or de. 6d. (8a) 


year. Foolscap. Board 0 3 
port dian Police Commission, 

ps S. —— b With appendices 
Re, 1-84. (7a.) ; without appendices, 


Re. 1-82. (7a.) 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND 
AGRICULTURE. 2 

ector of Mines*in 

Report a for EL vied — 31st December 

a ey eee British 

Penor a the A as Foclscap. Paper 
cover. Re. 1-11 or 2s. 6d. (3a. 

à f the Civil 

ng T ndis for the 


ee Doare ani Sincap. Paper cover 


12a. or 1s. (2a-) 
espana the Botanical Surve of India, 
"Vol. IV, No. 1 ( a Hpitome o the British 
impete Pact T 
ord. Qa) — — 


Records of the Botanical Survey of India, 
Vol III, No. The vegetation of the 
districts of Hughli, Howrah and the 
c gp coi by D. Prain, Esq. Re. 1-12, or 

Rules framed wnder section 20 of the India 
Mines Act, 1901 (VII] of 1901) prescri = 
the Oompuisory submission of Annu 
returns of output and labour of Indian 
Mines. Foolseap, 9-0-6. (La.) . 

Rules for the Lease or Sale of Waste Lands 


= India; 1904 edition, Foolscap. Board. Rs. 4 or 

s, (Ba.) 

Archeological Survey of India. Annual 
Report, 03.  Super.Royai. Cloth. Rs. 20 


or £1 10s. (Re. 12a.) 

Annual Report of the Board of Scientific 

Advice for India for the year 1903.04. 
. Foolscap. Paper cover. Ga. or 7d. (2a.) 

List of Officers in the Department of Revenue 
and Agree. Government of India, and 
the epartments subordinate to it, 
oe to ist January 1905. As. 8 or 8d, 
2a. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Report on the Political Administration of the 
Territories within the Central India Agency 
for 1902-03. Foolscap Board, Re. 1 or le 6d. (3a,) 

Report on the Administration of the Oivil 
and Military Station of Bangalore for the 
year 1902.08. 8a.or 9d. (2a,) 

Report on the Administration of Berar for the 
year 1902.03.  Foolseup. Board. Rs. 2 or 88, (2a.) 

Report on the Administration ‘of the Civil 
and Military Station of Bangalore for 
he gw 1903-04. Foolscap. Limp cover. 8a, or 

. (2a. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 


Report on the Ad ninistration of the Mint at 
Bombay and Calcutta for the year 1908-04. 
Foolscap. Paper cover. Re. lor 1s. 6d (2a.) 

Statistics Compiled from the Finance and 
Revenue Accounts of the Government of 
India. Receipts and Disbursemets of Home 
and Indian Accounts from 1st April 1895 
to 8lst March 1903. Foolscap. Board, Rs. 2 
or 3s, (9a.) 

List of Officers in the Finance and Commerce 
Department, corrected to '18t October, 
December 1904, January and February 
1905. Royal 8vo. Paper cover, 4a, or 6d. (14.) 


COMPTROLLER-GENERAL. 


Finance and Revenue Accounts of the 
Government of India for the year 1903-04. " 
Foolseap. Board. Rs. 2.0r3s. (8a) 


STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Statistics of Cotton Spinning and Weaving 
in the Indian Mills in June 1904 and in the 
three months, April to June 1904, com- 
pared with the corres nding Panian of 
902 and 1903, No, >of 1904-05. Royal 8vo. 
Stitched. 2a, or 2d, (1a.) each. 

Trade and Navigation Accounts of British 
India for the months of August, September 
and October 1904. Nos. 5, 6 and 7 of 1904-05, 

]8vo. Stitched. 8a. or 9d. (2a.) each. 

Accounts of the External Land Trade of 
British India for the months of Jüne, July 
and August 1904, Nos. 8, 4 and 5 of 1904-05. 
Royal 8vo. Gatien BORRAR 2 

Statistics of Cotton Sp an eaving in 
the Indian Mills in July, August, Septem- 
ber, October, November, December *1904. 
Royal 8vo. Stitched. 2a. or 2d. (1a.) each. 

Judicial and Administrative Statistics of 
British India for 1902-03 and _precedin, 
years. Sth issue. Foolscap, Board. Rs. 2 or 3s. (1025) 

Accounts ofthe French Possessions in India 
in the year ending 31st March 1904 aud 
the four preceding years. Foolscap. Paper 
cover. of the ‘Trade of Aden in th 

Accounts o e e o en in the year 

coounts of tbe ‘March 1904 and the four 
preceding ears, Foolscap. Paper cover. 10a. (la.) 

Area and yi of certain princi crops in 
India A gn issue. Foolscap. Paper cover. 
or B 


) 
Sea-Borne Trade and Navigati 


4 


on a 
of British India for the months of em. — 


Decom 
git 10 of 1 
Ba, or 9d. (2a.) 


1904. January e 


ò * 


"Ux 























Accounts of the, External Land ‘trade of, Class Hand Books for the dm 
Bri India month of ber, Mappillas or Mo by Major P. 
tober 1804: "Nos" 6, Tand 8 OF1004.05:| — Pryor. Tayal èro. ow " Re. dein 
o, Stitched, or 2 Hand Book for the In an Army a 
Agricultural Statistics of India for the years . ] 
e gue d mns in two v olumes. —— ed —“ Major (n) Bingisy o 
plumes. . , or bs. . g 7 
Accounts relating to the trad ‘Rail | Classified List and Distribution Return of 
‘and kiver in India in the quarter ending | the Establishment of the Military Works 


June 1904, mpared wi the corre- Services corrected up to 31st Decem 
onding period —* the years 1902 and 1904. Royal 8vo. Paper cover, 4a. or 5d. (1a.) 

H ©. 1 of 1904-05. Foolscap. Paper cover. 

Ba. or 9d. (3a.) mw 


f 
British India, CI issue, 1904. Super oyel, RAILWAY BOARD. 


Paper cover. Rs. 4 or 6a, (12a,) Administration Report of the Telegra 
Tariff § — 1905. Royal 8vo. Stitched. 6a. Department for 1903-04. Foclacap. Put end 


Annual Statement of the Coasting Trad - or fid. (2a.) 
and Navigation of British Indie’ in th, | Public Works Department Classified List of 


the Subordinate Establishment, corrected 
VN hijs a ap On 1904 Supor-Roya| — to B0rh June 1004. Royal Sr Papar coer, 
Public Works Department Classified T, 
AOOOUNTANT-GENERAL, A erba f Matabtalineny e 
History of Services of Gazetted and other rected up to 31st December 1904. Super-Royal 
Officers serving under the Government of Svo, Puper cover. Rs. 2 orës., (4a.) 
Bengal, corrected to Ist July 1904. In two Bur Soe ans Pa gd D —— Govern 
*parts, r Board. b M o 
x x Department, No. OOXXXVIIL—Relative 
MILITARY DEPARTMENT. Merits of Broad and Metre Gauge Lines of 


Railway. Foolscap. Board. 4a. or 6d, (la. 0p.) 

, Return of Wreck and OCasuaities in Indian | Classified List of the Subordinate Estab- 

|. Waters, 1902-03, Foolscap, Board. Re, ior 1s, lishment corrected up to 3lst December 
öd. (Ba), 1904. Royal 8vo, Paper, 4a. or bd. (1a.) 
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List of new books for sale at Thomason | College, Roorkee 
which were not advertised, before. ‘ 








r Treatise on “ Railways,” 4th Edition, revised by F. Wolly Dod, r.o. n. Price, Rs. 3 per copy. 
eit Treatise on "Irrigation Work." By Lieutenant-Colonel J. Clibborn, L8.0., B.A., T40.R.. C,C.E. Price, 
Ra, 9 per copy. 
Roorkee Treatise on “Sanitary Engineering." Compiled by Lientenant-Colonel J. Clibborn, 1.8.0., BA. 1.0.4, 
CE. Price, Re. 4-8 per copy. 
Roorkee Manual of “ Applied Mechanics,” Volume II. The stability of structures mostly by graphic methods, 
by Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. C, Harrison, r.e. Price, Rs. 8-2 per copy. 
Roorkee Manual of Hydraulics. Price per copy, Re. 1-4. (No. XIX, Elementary Treatise) By E. F. Tipple, 
e B.A. 
Disgin for Wooden Bridges, together with rules for calculating the area of waterway, etc, 
* . and Plates. By late Rai Bahadur Kunbya Lal. Price per set, Rs; 4-2 
| Pamphlet on Examination for Acid Radicals: Tables giving Analysis of Acids. Price per copy, 8a. 
Pamphlet on Examination for Acia Bases : Tables giving Analysis of Metallic Bases, Price, Ba. per 
copy. 








List of New Books available for sale in the College 
Book Depot. 





Roorkee '"reatise on Civil Engineering, Section XIII. Drawing for Engineer students, Part I. By Major 

. H. deV. Atkinson, R.E., Principal, Thomason College, Roorkee. Price per copy Rs. 3-2, including packing, posae ote. 

Hand-Book of the Thomason Engineering College, Roorkee, Illustrated. Price Hs. 6-12 per copy, 
, including packing, postage, etc. 
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A list of new books and periodicals for sale at the Library of 
oats the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 57 Park Street, Calcutta. 





SOCIETY’S PUBLICATIONS, 
Nos. 2 and 10, at Ba, 
‘ BIBLIOTHECA INDICa, 
— ee eed ty ir oa OO ae 
” napar: ‘Vol, 1I, í ada 
ipoddyota. Vol, IIL, Tet 6a, 7 
Ü "eni at 6a. —— * EM 


Vol 1, Pano, 7 at Go, © 
















ological Department 
Bist March 1905. 













Ve $ * — —— — 
Weather Review, April to September 1904. (Ilustrated by 6 plates.) Quarto. Paper eover, 
i Indian Meteorological Memoirs, Vol XVI. Part II. BySirJonn Eliot. Quarto. Paper cover. Re. 3. 












— — — 


Listof Books published by the Meteorological. Department E 
: during the current quarter. ; 





Month Weather Review, October 1904. (Illustrated by 6 plates.) Quarto, Paper cover. Re. 1. "m 
‘Indian Meteorological Memoirs, Vol. XVI, Part II. By Sir John Eliot. Quarto. Paper cover. Rs. 3. 
Annual Pamma ry of the Monthly Weather Review, 1903. (Illustrated by 6 plates.) Quarto. Paper 
cover, . 3, 
Monthly Weather Review, November 1904. (Illustrated by 6 plates.) Quarto. Papor cover. Re. 1. 
` Monthly Weather Review for December 1905, (Illustrated by 6 plates.) Quarto. Paper cover, Re. 1. 
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List of new books published the Geological Survey of 2 F 


India during the week endiny 22nd April 1905. 








Records of the Geological Survey of India, Vol XXXÍI, Part IL. Re.1. 
— - the Geological Survey of India Paleontologia Indica. New Series. Vol. Il. Memoir 
Qu i d 
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PART III. 
Acts of the Bengal Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Tue following Acts, passed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in Council, received 
the assent of His Honour on the 7th March, 1905, and, having been assented to by His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General on the 13th idem, are hereby published for 
general information :— 


BENGAL ACT No. I or 1905. 


An Act lo provide for the abolition of the Office of Cemmis- 
stoner in the Sundarbans, 


Wuerxas it is expedient to abolish the Office of Commissioner 
in the Sundarbans ; 


And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor General 
has been obtained, under section 5 of the Indian Councils Act, 55 & 56 Vict., e. 14, 
1892, to the passing of this Act ; 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 
Phort title. 1. This Act may be called the Sundarbans Act, 1905. 


. The Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, and clause Second of IX of 1816. 
—— d S ol 18 of the Dengal TAA Dy Mao Assessment (Resumed 
Lands) Regulation, 1828, and so much of the Repealing and 111 ot 1825. 
Amending Act, 1903, as relates to the said Sundarbans Regula- | ot 1903, 
tion, 1816, are hereby repealed. 


Collectors . All the powers and functions heretofore vested in, and 
K at and und by, ha Donne in the Sundarbans in any district 
Fictions əf shall henceforth be vested in, and exerciseable by, the Collector of 


in the Sundar- that district. 
bans, 


o * ry written instrument relating to land in the 
ia “trouser Es. — prior to the commencement of this Act all 
—8 references to “the Commissioner in tho Sundarbans” shall be 

construed as referring to the Collector of the district in which the 


land or any part of it is situated. 
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BENGAL ACT No. II or 1905. 


An Act to repeal the Bengal Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act, 1880. 


Wapeneas it is expedient Contagious d 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880; to m the Bengal "crm ca nain 


1. (1) This Aot may be oalled the Bengal Repealing Aot, 
— qmi 5e d and : 
(2) It shall oome into foroe on such day as may be a voint- 
ed by the Local Government by notification in the Calcutta 
Gazette. » 
9. The Bengal Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880, 
NS 1880. is hereby repealed. 


w 


L. C. ADAMI, 


OALCUTTA ; 
Opg. Secretary to the Bengal Council. 


The 20th March, 1905. 
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PART III. 


Sut of the Bengul Gomeil. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 





LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 


The following Act, passed by tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in Counci ived 
the assent of His Honour on the 80th March, 1905, and, having ers — —— ‘His 
Exoelleney the Viceroy and Governor General on the 24th April, 1905, is hereby published 
for general information :— 


BENGAL ACT No. III or 1905. 


An Act to amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances 
arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in the town 
and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the 
extension thereof to other areas in Bonga, 





CONTENTS. 


: Bhort title and extent. 
Power to extend Act. 
Definitions. . 
Constitution of Commission. Ay. 
Appointment of Inspectors. 
Power to prohibit the erection of kilns or furnaces, or the 
manufacture of coke, in specified areas. 
Power to order demolition of kilns or furnaces erected 
within prohibited areas. 
Penalty when smoke is emitted to a greater extent than 
is permitted by rules, i 
Powers of Inspectors. 
10, Rules. 
.11. Cognizanoe of offences. 


12. Disposal of-fines. 
13. Repeal. 
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BENGAL ACT No. III ov 1905. 


An Act to amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances arising 
from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in the town and suburbs 
of Caloutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the extension 
thereof to other areas in Bengal. 


Wnznzas it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 
abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, 


and to provide for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal ; 


Tt is hereby enacted as follows :— 
Qhortteeni J, (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 
Act, 1905; and , 
iS. (2) It extends in the first instance to— 
(a) the town of Calcutta, as defined in sevtion 3 of the 
Calcutta Police Act, 1866 ; Ben, Aet IV of 1866. 
* (b) the suburbs of Oaleutía, as for the time being 


defined by notifications published under seotion 
* the Caloutta Suburban Police Act, 1866, Ben. Act I! of Ie. 
an 


(c) the station of Howrah, as described in the 
Schedule to the Howrah Offences Aot, 1857. xxictien, 
power t e. 2. (1) The Local Government may, by notification published 
i in the Caloutta Gazette and in such other manner (if any) as the 
^ Local Government may determine, declare its intention to extend 
this Aot to any speoified area in Bengal other than the areas 
mentioned in seotion 1, sub-section (2) : 


Provided that, if a military cantonment is situated within any 
area to whioh it is pro (o extend this Aot, no notification 
shall be published under this sub-section in respect of such area 
without the previous sanction of the Governor General in Council. 


(2) Any inhabitant of an area to which it is proposed to 
extend this Act may, if he objects to such extension, submit his 
objection in writing to the Local Government within a period of 
three months from the publication of the said notifivation in the 
Calcutta Gazette. 


(8) At any time after the expiration of the said period, and 
after considering, the objections (if any) submitted under sub- 
section (2), the Local Government may, by notification in the 
Calcutta Gazette, extend this Aot to the said area. 


Deinitio, — 9. In this Act,— 
(1) “furnace ” means any furnace or fire-place used— 
(a) for working engines by steam, or 


(fy for tho purpose of carrying on any trade, manufac- 
turo or industry, in cases not falling under ' 


clause (2) : 
Provided that a furnace or fire-place used for any of the 
following _ shall not be deemed to be a 


furnace within the meaning of this Act, namely :— 
(i) household or domestic purposes ; 


$ (i) the raising of steam on ocean- going 

y steamers within suoh period prior to their 

È leaving the port, or to their moving from 

, one part to another thereof, as may be 

" presoribed by rule made under section 10, 
— sub-section (2), clause (^), or 


` ui » (iii) the burning of the dead ; 
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2) “Inspector” means a Chief Inspector of Bade aciliicn, 
or an Assistant Inspector of Smoke-nuisances, appointed under 
this Act; 

(8) *the Commission” means the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 
Commission constituted under this Act ; 

(4) the expression “owner,” when used with reference to 
a furnace, includes any agent or hirer using the furnace, and any 
foreman or other person superintendiog the working of the 
furnace ; and ' 

(5) “Magistrate” means a Presidency Magistrate, a Magis- 
trate of the first class or a Bench of Magistrates exercising first 
class powers under the Code of Oriminal Procedure. 


ee e (2) The Local Government shall, by notification in the 
Calcutta Gazette, constitute a Commission, to be called the Bengal 
Smoke-nuisances Commission, to supervise and control the work- 
ing of this Act. 


(2) The said Commission shall consist of a President and so 
many other members as the Local Government may determine. 

($) One-half of the members (exclusive of the President) shall 
be officials nominated by the Local Government and the remainder 
shall be non-officials nominated in such manner as the Local 
Government may direct by bodies or associations whose interests 
are likely to be affected by this Act. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), all members 
of the Commission shall be appointed, and all vacancies in the 
Commission shall, as occasion requires, be filled up by the Local 

overnment by notification in the Calcutta Gazette. 

(5) No act done by the Commission shall be questioned on 
the ground merely of the existence of any vacancy in, or any 
defect in the constitution of, the Commission. 


Appolntuen 5. (1) The Local Government may, by notification in the 
9 inepectors. Celotta Gazette, appoint a Chief Inspector of Smoke-nuisances 
and so many Assistant Inspectors of Smoke-nuisances as it may 
think fit. 
(2) Every Assistant Inspector appointed under sub-section (1) 
shall be subordinate to the Chief Inspector, and all Inepectors shall 
be subordinate to, and subject to the contro] of, the Commission. 


Power dopo. — 6. (1) ‘The Local Government may, by notification in the 
hibit the eree Calcutta Gazette, prohibit, within any specified area,— 


—S (a) the erection of brick, tile or lime kilns, 
ida. (b) the erection of furnaces to be used for the calcining or 


smelting of ores or minerals, or for the casting, 
uddling or rolling of iron or other metals, or 
or the conversion of pig-iron into wrought-iron, or 


(c) the manufacture of coke, in ovens, or with special 
appliances, or 
id) the making of coke without ovens or special appliances : 


Provided that, where prior to the issue of such notification a 
license has been granted by the Chairman of the Calcutta Oorpo- 
ration under the provisions of Chapter XXXIII of the Caleutta 
Municipal Act, 1899, for the erection of a furnace to be used for 
any of the purposes mentioned in clauses (a) and (b), or for the 
manufacture of coke as described in clauses (c) and (@), such 
notifidation shall not affect such furnace or such manufacture. 

(2) I£.any kiln or furnace be erected in contravention of any 

notification issued under sub-section (1), clause (a) or clause (5), 
the owner thereof shall be liable to fine which may extend to 
3 two hundred and fifty rupees. 
LONE (8) If any person manufactures coke in contravention of any 
notification issued under sub-section (1), olause (¢), he shall be 
liablé to fine which may extend, on a first conviction, to two 
hundred and fifty rupees, and on any subsequent conviction 
te five hundred rupees. 
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(4) If any person makes ooke in contravention of any noti- 
fication issued under sub-section (1), clause (d), he shall be liable 
to fine which may extend, on a first conviction, to twenty-five 
rupees, and on any subsequent conviction to fifty rupees. 


Power to 7. (1) Whenever a Magistrate imposes a fine on any person 
order demoli under section 6, sub-section (2), for erecting a kiln or —— in 
furnaces contravention of any notification issued under section €, sub- 
—— ar abe aa section (1), clause (a) or clause (b), he may by order direct such 
areas. person to demolish the kiln or furnace within a period to be . 
specified on the order. 
(2) M any person fails to demolish any kiln or furnace within 
the period prescribed in any such order, or within such longer 
eriod as the Magistrate may, for special reason, allow, he shall be 
iable to fine which may extend to twenty rupees for every day 
thereafter during which such failure continues. 


Penalty when 8. (Z) If smoke be emitted from any furnace in greater 
— —— density, or at lower altitude, or for a longer time than is permitted 
o A al by rules made under this Act, the owner of the furnaco shall be 
rules. liable to fine whioh may extend, on a first conviction, to filty 

rupees, on a second conviction to one hundred rupees, and on any 
subsequent conviction to two hundred rupees. 


(2) Sub-section (1) shall not apply to any furnace which is 
(a) in connection with a brick, tile or lime kiln, or 
(b) for any of the p mentioned in clause (ò), clause (c), 
or clause (d) of section 6. 


Powers c — 9. (I) An Inspector may, after giving reasonable notioe in 
e writing to the owner, manager, engineer or person in charge,— 


(a) enter and inspect, during working-hours, any building or 
place which ‘contains a furnace, and inspect such 
furnace ; 

(b) under the written authority of the Commission, use and 
test any appliance used for preventing the emission 
of smoke from any such furnace; and 

(c) ander the written authority of the Commission, direct 
that any such furnace be worked or stoked ex- 
perimentally, during his visit to such building or 

Jace, in any manner which he may consider suitable 
or preventing or —— the emission of smoke, but 
not so as to interfere with the business carried on in 
such building or place further than is necessary for 
the purposes of the experiment. 


(2) If any owner of a furnace in respect of which a direction 
is given under clause (¢) fails to secure compliance with such 
direction, he shall be liable to fine which may extend to one 
hundred rupees. 


Rules. 10. (1) The Local Government may, with the previous sanction 
of the Governor General in Council, and after previous publica- 
tion, make rules to carry out the objects of this Act. 


(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of 
sub-section (1), such rules may— 
(a) regulate the transaction of business by the Commis- 
sion; | 
(b) presoribe the ers and duties to be exercised and 
3 ormed the Commission and by Inspectors, 
respectively, and regulate the exercise and per- 


1 formance of those powers and duties; 
(c) prescribe a scale for the purpose of determining the 
density of smoke; 
(d) prescribe the density of smoke that may be emitted 
EN from a furnace; 
» (e) prescribe the time during which smoke of such density 
NR * may be emitted from a furnace ; 
` A 
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the period 


(f) prescribe tl during which, for the purpose of 
raising steam prior to leaving, the port or to moving 


from one to another thereof, the furnaces of 
ocean-going vessels shall not be held to be furnaces 
within the meaning of this Act ; 
(g) prescribe the altitude below which smoke may not be 
emitted from a furnace ; 
(A) prescribe a procedure for the giving of warning to 
offenders before instituting a prosecution under this 
Act, and declare the minimum period which should 
be allowed to elapse in different classes of cases 
between the giving of such warning and the institu- 
tion of a prosecution ; and 
" (i) authorise the payment of a fee, not exoeeding thirty- 
two rupees, to each or any member of the Commis- 
sion attending a meeting of the Commission. 


(3) The date to be specified in accordance with clause (3) of 
section 24 of the Bengal General Clauses Act, 1899, as that after Ben. Act I of 1899, 
which a draft of rules proposed to be made under this section will 
be taken into consideration, shall not be less than three months 
from the date on which the draft of the proposed rules was 
published for general information. 


(4) Any rule to be made under this Act shall, before it is 
ublished for criticism under sub-section (1), be referred to the 
Does constituted under section 4, and the rule shall not 
be so published until the said Commission has reported as to the 
expediency of making the proposed rule and as to the suitability 

: of its provisions. 


(5) Allrules made under this section shall be published in 
the Caloutta Gazette. 


uomine — 11. A Magistrate may take cognizance of an offence against 
' this Act only— 
(a) upon a complaint made by, or with the written authority 
of, the Chief Inspector, and 
()) within a period of two months from the date of the 
commission of the offence. 


12. All fines recovered under this Act shall be disposed 


Disposal of I 
-— à of in such manner as the Local Government may direct, 
Repeal, 13. The Calcutta and Howrah Smoke-nuisances Act, 1863, Bon. Act 11 ot 196. 
is repealed. 
CALCUTTA ; F. G. WIGLEY, 


The 2nd May, 1905. Secretary to the Bengal Council, 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 





Tux following Bills were introduced in the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal on the 7th January, 1905, and are hereby published for information, together with 
the Statements of Objects and Reasons :— 


THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES 
BILL, 1904. 





CONTENTS. 


Oravsr 
Short title and extent. 
Power to extend Aot. 
Definitions. 
Oonstitution of Commission. 
Appointment of Inspectors. 
Power to prohibit the erection of kilns or furnaces, or the 
manufacture of coke, in specified areas. 
7. Penalty when smoke is emitted to a greater extent than 
is permitted by rules. . 
8. Construction, alteration or fitting of furnaces. 
9. Sections 7 and 8 not to apply to certain furnaces, 
y: 10. Powers of Inspectors. 
11. Rules. 
12. Cognizance of offences. 
13. Disposal of fines. 
14. Repeal. 


$i. 





[Erplanation of marginal references :— 


The letter “R” means the Report on the abatement of smoke- 
nuisance. in Calcutta, dated the 14th July, 1903, by 
Mr. Frederick Grover, A.M.I.C.B. * 


The expression “ Steam-boiler Rules” means the rules made under E 
the Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers Act, 1879 (Ben. 

Act III of 1879), which were published in the Calcutta Gazette 

of the 10th February, 1904, Part I, page 264.) 


A 


BILL 


To amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances arising from 
the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in the town and suburbs of * 
Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the extension thereof 
to other areas in Bengal. 


Wuereas it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 
abatement of nuisances srising from the smoke of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, 
and to provide for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal ; 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


snorttitiesnd 1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 
— Act, 1905; and 


(2) It extends in the first instance to— t 141.) 
Cf. Ben. Act II of 


(a) the town of Calcutta, as defined in section 3 of the e 5: Beg: het 
Caloutta Police Act, 1866 ; . Ben. Act 1V of 1866, 


(b) the suburbs of Calcutta, as for the time being 
defined by notifications published under section 
1 of the Calcutta Suburban Police Act, 1806, Ber Act Tl of 1008. 


and 


(c) the station of Howrah, as described in the xxrot1ss. 
Schedule to the Howrah Offences Aot, 1857. 


fore T. (1) The Local Government may, by notification published P. 14] 
pm in the Caloutta Gazette and in such other manner (if any) as the enh IIL of 
Local Government may determine, declare its intention to extend cb 

this Act to any specified area in Bengal other than the areas 


mentioned in section 1, sub-section (2) : 


Provided that, if a military cantonment is situated within any 
area to which it is pue (o extend this Aot, no notification 
shall be published under this sub-section in respect of such area 
without the previous sanction of the Governor-General in Council. 
(2) Any inhabitant of an area to which it is proposed to , [0 Re Act TIL of 
" extend this Act may, if he objects to such extension, su hee 
objection in writing to the Local Government within a period of . 
e six weeks from the publication of the said notification in the s 
Calcutta Gazette. 
(8) At any time after the, expiration of the said period, and 
after considering” the objections (if any) submitted under sub- 
* section (2), the Local Government may, by notification in the 
Calcutta Gazette, extend this Act to tho said area. 


Detaitions, — 9. In this Act,— » . 
« bon?! xn 1 
(1) “furnace " means any — or fire-place used BML na 
x (a) for working engines by steam, or 1] 
; (b) for the of carrying on any toda manufac» 
ture or ustry, in cases not i under 
clause (a) : 


ing 
% : . i . i | 4 








Constitution 
of Commission, (ser eütta. Gazette, constitute a Commission, 


_ (Smoke-Nuisances.— Clauses. 4-6.) 


Provided that a furnace or fire-place used for any of the 
following purposes shall not be deemed to be a 
' furnace within the meaning of this Act, namely :— 
(i) household or domestic purposes, or 
(i the raising of steam on  ocean-goin 
Steamers:not moored or anchored an oa 
lying in dock; 





(2) “Inspector” means a Chief Inspector of Smoke-nuisances, [R. 1441.] 


or an Assistant Inspector of Smoke-nuisances, appointed under 
this Act; 


(8) “the Commission” means the. Bengal Smoke-nuisancos 
ission constituted under this Act; and 


(4) the expression “owner,” when used with reference to 


Cf. Ben, Act III of 


a furnace, includes any agent or hirer using the furnace, and any * * 


foreman or other person superintending the working of the 
furnace. 


4. (1) The Local Government shall, by notification in the (qf. Act IX of 1903, 


Smoke-nuisances Commission, to supervise and control the work- 
ing of this Act. ` 

(2) The said Commission shall consist of a President and so 
many other members as the Local Government may determine. 

(3) One-half of the members (exclusive of the President) shall 
be officials, and the remainder shall be non-officials selected to 
represent interests likely to be affected by this Act. 

(4) All members of the Commission shall be appointed, and 
all vacancies in the Commission shall, as occasion requires, be 
filled up, by the Local Governmert by notification in the Calcutta 

"Gazette. 


(5) No act done by the Commission shall be questioned on 
the ground merely of the existence of any vacancy in, or any 
defeot in the constitution of, the Commission. 


to be called the Bengal " 


4. 


Appointment 5. The Local Government may, by notification in the (m1, 1v.] 
ot Inspectors. Calcutta Gazette, appoint a Chief Inspector of Smoke-nuisances 


and so many Assistant Inspectors of Smoke-nuisances as it may 
think fit. 


Power topro. 6. (1) The Local Government may, by notification in the 
hibit the ereo: Calcutta Gazette, prohibit, within any specified area,— ; 
^ 
m (a) the erection of brick or lime kilns, 
fed irem. (0) the erection of furnaces to be used for the calcining or 







smelting of ores or minerals, or for the casting, 

uddling or rolling of iron or other metals, or 

or the conversion of pig-iron into wrought-iron, or 

(c) the manufacture of coke, in ovens, or with special 
appliances, or 

(d) the making of coke without ovens or special appliances. 


(2) If any kiln or furnace be erected in contravention of any 
notification issued under. sub-section (7), clause (a) or clause (b), 
the owner thereof shall be liable to fine which may extend, on a 
first conviction, to five hundred rupees, and on any subsequent 
conviction to one thousand rupees. 


‘ erson manufactures coke in contravention of any: 
oe kes under sub-section (Z), clause fc), he shall be 
liable to fine which may extend, on a first conviction, to five 
hundred rupees, and on any subsequent conviction to one thousand 
rupees. , 

If any person makes coke in contravention of any noti- 
2 isi sub-seotion (Z), clause (d), he shall be liable 
to fino Which may extend to fifty rupees. 


CR, 144-IH1.] 


[R. 144-IX. (5).] 


CR, 144-IX (5).] 


[Ry 144-IX (4).] 





PROT NES ES INEO 


p^ Y C js r 


4 THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, 








* (Smoke-Nuisances.—Clauses 7-11.) 


Penalty when 7, If smoke be emitted from any furnace in greater (0 
ted to ape density or for a longer time than is permitted by rules made weet 
ernst” yw under this Act, the owner of the furnaco shall be liable to fine 
which may extend, on a first conviction, to fifty rupees, on & 
second conviction to one hundred rupees, and on any subsequent N 
conviction to two hundred rupees. 


Construction, 8, (1) The Local Government may, b notification in the fh, 111, 
fitting ot tur- Oaloutta Gazette, appoint a period within Which every furnace NA fa n 

must be constructed, altered or fitted with appliances in such 

manner as to prevent the smoke therefrom being emitted into ' ° 

the atmosphere in greater density or for a longer time than is 

permitted by rules made under this Act. 

(2) If any furnace be not construoted, altered or fitted within 

the period appointed under sub-section (1) and in the manner 

required by that sub-section, the owner thereof shall be liable 

to fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 


QE, 7. 9. Sections 7 and 8 shall not apply to any furnace which is 
apply tocertain used — 
furnaces. * : * * . . 

(a) in connection with a brick or lime kiln, or 


(b) for any of the purposes mentioned im clause (b), clause (c) 
or clause (d) of section 6. 


ot 


Powers of 10. 


——— (1) An Inspector may— Ro ne (oe 


(a) without notice, enter and inspect, during working-hours, : 5.37 Bon Aet Tit 
any building or place which contains a furnace; and 39^ s10) 
inspect such furnace ; 

(b) use andtest any appliance used for preventing the emis- 
sion of smoke from any such furnace; and se 

(c) direct that anys such furnace be worked or stoked 
experimentally, during his visit to such building or 

lace, in any manner which he may consider suitable 
or preventing or pening the emission of smoke, but 
not so as to interfere with the business carried on in 
such building or place further than is necessary for 
the purposes of the experiment. 


(2) If any owner of a furnace in respect of which a direction 
is given under clause (e) fails to secure compliance with such 
direction, he shall be liable to fine which may extend to five 

" hundred rupees. 


Rules. 11. (1) The Local Government may, with the previous sanction [R 144-VI.] 
of the Governor General in Council, and after previous publica- 
tion, make rules to carry out the objects of this Act. 
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of 
sub-section (1), such rules may— 


ransaction of i is- the Steam. 
(a) — the t on of business by the Commis- viia "ee 
(b) prescribe the powers and duties to be ‘exercised and ,[R. 144-v(d); VI (+): 
performed by the Commission and by Inspectors, i^ V, Vi, kulot dy. 
* respectively, and regulate the exercise and per- Xvult rom 
formance of those powers and duties ; k j ⸗ 
(c) prescribe a scale for the purpose of determining the UWMAYr(.J 
density of smoke; 
(d) prescribe the density of smoke that may be emitted CR. 144-VI {a).J 
from a furnace; : 
(e) prescribe the time during which smoke of such density UB MY! (I 
may be — from ~ — 
prescribe a procedure for the giving of warning to,{% «v!» 
o offenders before instituting a p ——— under this * 
Aot, and declare the minimum period which should. * 
be allowed, to elapse in different classes of cases 
between the giviug of such warning and the institu- 
tion of & proseoution ; and jt 
(g) authorise the payment of a feo, not exceeding thi - genus 





two rupees, to each or any member of the ac E I of 1800, 5.100.) 
sion attending a meeting of the Commission. Be ae 
8) All rules made under this section shall be published in ee ae 
— the Calcutta Gazette. : * 
on 





eum! — 19. A Magistrate may take cognizance of an offence against (cf Ben. Aet J1 
of 


this Aot only— 
(a) upon the complaint of an Inspector, and 


(b) within a period of six months from the date of the 
commission of the offence. 


s, 12; Ben. Act 
1863, s. 4. 


'aDimona * — 13. All fines recovered under this Act shall be disposed ad^ Pep. Act TH of 
i et 


of in such manner as the Local Government may direct. ra nl e 
Repeal, y 14. The Calcutta and Howrah Smoke-nuisaneus Act, 1863, pen. Act 11 of 188s. 
is repealed. . 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

Aw Act for the abatement of smoke-nuisances in Oaleutta,:the Suburbs of Caloutta, and 
Howrah was passed over forty years ago, being Act II of 1863 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, That Act has proved insufficient to secure the object in view; and the erection 
of numerous mills and factories in the neighbourhood of Oaloutta hes rendered it all the more 
necessary to amend the law. Inthe year 1903 Mr, Frederick Grover, A.M.1.C.F., was engaged 
T the Secretary of State for ludia to come to Üaleutta and examine the question. 

r. Grover submitted his report in July of the same year, and the object of the present Bill 
is to give effect to some of his recommendations. ‘Ihe principal provisions of the Bill are 
explained in the following notes :— n 


Noregs on Causes. 


1. Clauses 1 and 2.—The Bill, like Bengal Act II of 1863, is declared by clause 1 to 
extend to the town and suburbs of Calcutta andthe station of Howrah. It is, however, 
proposed in clause 2 to take power to extend the new law to other areas in Bengal as 
occasion may require. . 

2. Clause 8 defines the word ''furnaoe" as used in the Bill A proviso has beer 
added to exclude from the purview of the Bill furnaces and fire-places used for household or 
domestic purposes, and ocean-going steamers moving on the river. 

3. Clawse 4 provides for the constitution of a Commission to supervise and control the 
working of the new law, while clause 5 provides for the appointment of Inspectors of Smokes 
nuisances. 

4. Clause 6 empowers the Local Government, in accordance with Mr Grover’s recom- 
mendation, to prohibit, within any specified area, the erection of brick or lime kilns, or of 
furnaces for heating metals, or the making of coke. The emission of smoke from furnaces 
used for such purposes cannot be abated by any means yet known; and the only practicable 
course is to take power to prevent the erection of new furnaces in particular areas. 

5. Olawse 7 may be regarded as the most important clause in the Dill. It authorises 
the imposition of fines when smoke is emitted in quantities in greater density or for a longer 
time than is permitted by rules to be made under clause 11, whatever may be the cause, 
and whatever appliances may be used for diminishing the nuisance. It is the absence of 


such a clause that led to the failure of Bengal Act II of 1863. .The clause embodies one of 
Mr, Grover’s recommendations, and does no more than give effect to the principles, declared 
in section 268 of the Indian Penal Code, that “a person is guilty of a public nuisance who 
does any act ..... which causes any ..... annoyance to the public,” and that “a 
common nuisance is not excused on the ground that it causes some convenience or advantage,” 

6. Clause 8 empowers the Local Government to appoint a period within which 
furnaces must be constructed, altered or fitted with appliances in such manner as to prevent 
smoke being emitted in greater density or for a longer time than is permitted by rules to be 
made under clause 11. The clause is for the most part practically a reproduction of section 1 
of the existing Act, LI of 1863. 

* 7. Qlause 10 confers on Inspectors powers of entry, inspection and testing, and also 
authorises them to direct experimental working with a view to testing methods oi preventing 
or reducing the emission of smoke, 

8. Clause 11 gives power to make rules to carry out the objects of the new law. Its 

, principal provisions are those which authorise the making of rules for prescribing the density 

of smoke det mey be emitted from a furnace, the time during which smoke of such density 
may be emitted, and the giving of warnings to offenders before instituting prosecutions. 


The 17th December, 1904. R. W. CARLYLE. 









THE SUNDARBANS BILL, 1904. - 
A. 1 


BILL 


To provide for the abolition of the Office of Commissioner in 
Lu the Sundarbans. 
WnuzRzas it is expedient to abolish the Office of Commissioner 
in the Sundarbans ; 
And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor General 
has been obtained, under section 5 of the Indian Councils Act, 55456 Vict., c. 14. 
1892, to the passing of this Aot ; i : 
It is hereby enacted as follows :— 
Short title. 1. This Act may be called the Sundarbans Act, 1905. 


"MR. 


; Repesl of — 9. The Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, and so much of the IX of 1816. 
enactments Repealing and Amending Act, 1903,'as relates to that Regulation, I of 1903, 
are hereby repealed. 


Amendment 3. In clause Second of section 13 of the Bengal Land-revenue I1 of 1328, 


ot latent; Assessment (Resumed Lands) Regulation, 1828,— 


— (a) for the words “Commissioner of the Sundarbans " 
and “Commissioner” the words * Deputy Collec- 
tor " shall be substituted, and 

(+) for the word * Commissioner's," in both places in 
which it occurs, the words “Deputy OColleotor's ” 
shall be substituted. 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 


# Tux object of this Bill is to provide for the abolition of the office of Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans; and its provisions are confined to the repeal of Regulation IX of 1816, by 
* which that office was constituted, and the amendment of references to the said office in 
a "Regulation III of 1828. 
2, It is intended that the administration of the Sundarbans should, after the Bill 
becomes law, be carried on by the Collectors of the districts in which these tracts are situated, 
with the assistance of a Deputy Collector or of Deputy Collectors. 


" L. HARE. 
The 16th December, 1904. 
CALCUTTA ; ? L. €. ADAMI, 
The 10th January, 1905. | Offy. Secretary to the Bengal Council. 


* 
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PART IV. 
Gills of ihe Bengal Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. ý 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Tae following Bill was introduced in the Gouncil of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal on the 11th February, 1905, and is hereby published for information, together with 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons :— 


THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1905. 


A 


BILL 


To repeal the Bengal Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, Ber. Act VIN of 
1880. 


Wuerzas it is expedient to repeal the Bengal Contagious Ben, Act VII of 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880; It is hereby onacted as follows:— 1880. 


Bhort title 1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Repealing Act, 
rd fommence 1905 ; and 


(2) It shall come into force on such day as may be reper 
ed by the Local Government by notification in the Calcutta 


Gazette. 


Repeal — of 9. The Bengal Contagious Diseases (Animals) Aot, 1880, 
Vill ot 1950." is hereby repealed. 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS, 


is i to introduce the Glanders and Faroy Act, 1899 (XIII of 1899), by 
— 8 thereof, inio all the areas in which Bengal Act VIII of 1880 
‘is at present in foroo. The introduction of the former Act into those areas will render it 
Unnecessary to retain the latter Aot on the Statute Book. It is, accordingly, proposed to 
repeal Bengal Act VILI of 1880. E 


The 6th February, 1905. A. EARLE, 


L. C. Anam, 


OALOUTTA; i 
| Offg. Seoy. to the Bengal Council. 


TIG Lith February, 1905. 
Bero i Wess 
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Tue following Report of the Select Committee, together with the Bill as 
amended by them, is, by order of the President, published for information :— 


REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE OFFICE OF COM. 
MISSIONER IN THE SUNDARBANS. 


Wr, the undersigned Members of the Select Committee appointed to 
Letter No. DRL- dite Cal consider the Bill to provide for the abolition of the 
ent, the 28rd January, 1005, Office of Commissioner in the Sundarbans, have 
from the Hon'ble Mr. E. W. considered the Bill and the paper noted in the 
— Presi- margin, and have the honour to submit this our 
Iu "with the Bil as amended by us annexed 

ereto. 

2. The amendments which we have made are printed in italics, and are 
explained in the following paragraphs. 

3. Clause 3 of the Bül as introduced.— On consideration we are agreed 
that clause second of section 13 of Regulation III of 1828 deals only with the 
original demarcation of the outside boundary of the Sundarban jungle. As 
this boundary has already been demarcated, and the clause second in no way 
refers to the settlement and general administration of the Sundarbans tracts, 
we find that no good purpose will be served by the amendment of any portion 
of section 13 of the Regulation. We advise, therefore, that clause 3 should be 
omitted from the Bill as introduced. 

4. Clause 3.—By section 2 of Regulation IX of 1816 the Commissioner 
in the Sundarbans was vested with all the duties, powers and authority 
(including the charge of the ábkári máhal) which would ordinarily be exercised 
by the Collector of a district, “hough, on abolition of the Office of Commis- 

: sioner in the Sundarbans, these duties, powers and authority would naturally 
revert to the Collector (and in fact they actually did so when the Commis- 
sionership was for a period held in abeyance), we consider it advisable that it 
should be clearly enacted that the respective Collectors shall resume them. 

5. Clause 4,—Grants, leases, agreements and amalnamas relating to land 
in the Sundarbans have generally contained references to action to be taken by 
the Commissioner in the Sundarbans. This wording may give riso to 
difficulties under the proposed administration, The new clause 4 will make 
provision for interpretetion in such circumstances, and has been drawn to 
include such references in any written instrument relating to land in the 
Sundarbans. 

6. We recommend that the Bill, as now amended, be passed. 


L. HARE. 

P. O'KINEALY. 

E. W, COLLIN, 

A. EARLE. 

BHUPENDRA NATH BASU. 
CALCUTTA; 


Tho Gth February, 1905. ) 
(AS*AMENDED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE.) 


A 
To provide for the abolition of the Office of Commissioner in « 
I the Sundarbans, 
Wuerras it is oxpedient to abolish the Office of Commissioner 
fh the Sundarbans ; 


And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor General 
$ has been obtained, under section 5 of the Indian Oouncils Aot, 56 & 56 Viat., o. 14. 


Wenn 1692, to the passing oi this Aot 


y A ‘ 





Phort title, — 1, "Dan Act may bo al s Sondsinn Ad, 1005. 


| ot — $9, The Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, and so much T do^ 
t. penc end umm d et ae a Regulation, 


4. AU the poveri ond functions Rerlifors sated in ond enero 
AXE met by the Commissioner in the Sundarbans in any district shall henceforth 
Te Sa be ened in and ecrit by the Colector of th ti. 


J 


wt se 4. In every written instrument relating to land in the Sundar- 
to the bans executed prior to the commencement of this Act, all references to 
— ur _ the Commissioner in the Sundarbans” shall be construed as refer- 


ring to the Oollector of the district in which the land or any part of 
it ts situated. 


Us 


H 


mam 
Tof 1908, — 


dap = 


CALCUTTA ; | dE et Apax, 


— The 14th February, 1906. 


Offg. Secy. to the Bengal Council.. 





- The Calcutta Gazette. 








WEDNE 


SDAY, MARCH 8, 1905. 












—— PART IV. 
, Hills of the Hengal Council. 


; GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
y LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


No. 99 T.—The 6th March, 1905.—The following Report of the Select 
Committee on tbe Bengal Smoke-nuisances Bill, 1904, together.with the Bill 
as amended by the Committee, is, by order of the President, published for 


information :— 
REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BENGAL 
SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 


We, the undersigned, Members of the Select Committee appointed to 
1. Letters Nos. 17T. to 26T., dated the 12th January, 1905, inviting igre * T 


opinions on the provisions of the Bill. (Paper No. 1.) I 
2. (a) Lotter No, 102, dated the 13th January, 1905, from the Master relating to the 


of the Mint, Calcutta ; and (b) Letter, dated the 13th January, 1905, from abatement of nui- 


the Secretary, Calcutta Trades Association, (Paper No. 2.) M 
3. (a) Letter No 67-1905, dated the 18th January, 1905, from the bances arisin 
Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce ; and (b) Letter No. 15769H., from the smoke o 


© dated the 13th January, 1906, from the Chairman of the Corporation of furnaces or fire 


Calcutta. LA, No. 3.) 2 
4. e o. 993, dated the 18th January, 1006, from the Secretary, places in the town 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. (Paper No. 4.) and suburbs f 
7. Letter No. 239, dated the 13th January, 1905, from the Magistrate of o 
ihe 24.Parganas. (Paper No. 5.) Caleutta and in 
6. Letters Nos. 34T. to 43T., dated the 16th January, 1905, to certain Howrah, and to 
officers and Associations. (Paper No. 6.) id , f 
7. Letter No. 763.B., dated the 17th January, 1905, from the Secretary provide ior the 
to the Sanitary Board, Bengal. (Paper No. 1.) extension thereof 
8. Letter No. 16861H., dated the 16th January,1905, from the Chairman to other ar . 
of the Corporation of Calcutta, (Paper No. 8.) eas in 
9. Leiter, dated the 26th January, 1906, from the Secretary, Calcutta Bengal, have con- 
Trades Association. (Paper No. f.) sidered the Bill 
10. Letter No. 354, dated the 27th January, 1905, from the Honorary Aah 
Secretary, British Indian Association. (Paper No. 10.) an e papers 
il. No. 231G.-Mis., dated tho 31at.January, 1905, from the Oom- noted in the 
missioner, Presidency Division. (Paper No. 11.) margi dh 
12, Demi-official letter, dated the 30th January, 1906, from the Hon'ble gin, and have 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. (Paper No. 12.) . the honour to 
13. Letter No. 6932, dated the 31st January, 1905, from the Vice-Chair- submit this our 
man, O&mmissioners for the Port of Calcutta. (Paper No. 18.) Re ag) 
14. Letter No. 22D., dated the 6th February, 1905, from the Secretary, -5 rt, with the 
Indian Jute Mills’ Association. pue No. 14.) Bil as amended 
16. Letter No. 936, dated the 8th February, 1905, from the Honorary b ^ d 
Joint-Secretary, Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. (Papor No. 16.) y us annexe 
16. Letter No. 278-1905, dated the 24th February, 1905, from the hereto, 
8 , Bengal Chamber of Commerce. (Paper No. 16.) : 
17. tter No, 17418H., dated the 27th Feb: , 1905, from the 
"Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, with enclosure. (Paper No. 17.) 


. 2. Tho amendments which we have made are printed in italics and are 
ined in the following paragraphs. 


1 t 8 
in A. aan "Noi NR yi ix Mt n * 









12 THE OALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAROH 8, 1906. ^ [Panr IV 





- 8. Clause 2 (2).—We are agreed that'the period of six weeks for the 
submission of objections is i cient, and therefore recommend that it“ be 
extended to three months. j : 

4. Clause 3 (2 ).—We have considered the question as to whether furnaces 
used for private electric installations should be included in the proviso. The 
number of persons possessing such installations being so small, it seems un- 
necessary to specially legislate for them. The definition of “ furnace" bri 
goods and ballast trains, steam-rollers and steam-boilers in engine sheds : 
under the operation of the Act. We have modified the restrictions on the 
emission of smoke by ocean-going steamers by the amendment of sub-clause 
(ii) of the proviso. “This amendment will exempt such steamers for a certain 
period (to be prescribed by rule) prior to their leaving Port or moving from one 
part of the Port to another, it being necessary for them to get up steam at such 
timés, We have also considered it expedient to make mention among the . 
exemptions of burning ghats. 

5. Clause 4.—We are fully in accord with the unanimous opinion 
expressed by the various bodies and associations consulted to the effect that 
such bodies or associations as are likely to be affected by the Act should have 
power to nominate the unofficial members of the Commission. We have 
altered sub-clause (3) of the clause accordingly. At the same time we would 
recommend that at least half of the official Members should be persons: 
possessing practical knowledge of steam-raising installations. 

6. Clause 5,—1t is advisable to make it quite clear that Assistant 
Inspectors are to be subordinate to the Chief Inspector, who in his turn should : 
be subject to the control of the Commission. 

7. Clause 6.—The fines throughout this section appear to us to be undul 
heavy. We propose their reduction to the extent shewn in the revised draft Bill 
hereto annexed. 

. Under Chapter XXXIII of the’ Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899, and 
sections 466, 469, 473, power is conferred on the Chairman of the Municipality 
to grant licenses for the manufacture of bricks, iron, coke, etc. It is conceivable 
that after getting such a license and expending considerable sums on the 
purchase of appliances and the erection of furnaces a — might suddenly find ` 
that a notification ‘issued under this section prohibited all further work, causing 
him heavy loss. To prevent such a case arising, we recommend that where such 
a license has been granted by the Corporation prior to the issue of a notification 
by Government the prohibition issued under this section should not affect any 
furnace or appliances covered by the license. 

The use of the word “ erection” makes it sufficiently clear that only new 
erections are to be affected by the section. 

Sub-clause (1).—We think that kilns used for the manufacture of tiles of 
any description should be included in head (a). 

With regard to the objection of the Bengal National Chamber of 

Commerce to the power taken to prohibit erection of brick kilns, within 
ecified areas we think it vue mr d to make any alteration in the Bill, as 
the Local Government may be trusted not to interfere unduly with trade. 

Sub-clause (2).—' The provision as to increased fine for a subsequent convic- 
tion cannot be made to apply to one and the same erection, for the same 
offence cannot be punished twice. T 

Sub-clause (4).— We think it advisable to provide an increased penalty for 
& second conviction under this sub-clause. ti 

8. ‘Clause 7.—While by clause 6 of the Bill as introduced power is taken 
to prohibit the erection of kilns or furnaces within specified areas, and to impose 
“a penalty for non-compliance with such prohibition, no procedure is laid down 
‘whereby the rémoval of the kiln or furnace may be ensared. It might well 
miei that it would pay the person who made the erection to pay the fine 
and ‘then to continue using the kiln or furnace, We therefore propose that the 
‘new clause 7 be inserted in the Bill. A notice or order to demolish within a 
‘certain period will be issued by the Magistrate, followed in case of disobedience, 
by the ao of a fine for each day during which the disobedience 
continues after the period has elapsed. à t 
* 9, Clause 8.—The suggestion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that 
"the: provisions of section 2 of the Bengal Act, II of 1863, in favour of those 
who, in the opinion of the Magistrate, have done their best to mix » 
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nuisance, should be continued in the present Bill has been considered by us 

but we find it impracticable, as it would make the provisions of the Bill 

unworkable. A liberal allowance will doubtless be made when the rules are 

trapet: If clauso 8 of the Bill, as originally introduced, be cut out, clause 9 
ill, in a modified form, find its best place as a sub-clause to this clause. 

It seems Mecum that power should be taken to regulate, by rule, the 
altitude below which smoke may not be emitted from a chimney. 

10. Clause 8 of the Bill as iniroduced.—We have pee E considered 
whether this clause is necessary or politic seeing that the preceding clause will 
ire sufficient means for punishing the emission of unduly dense smoke. 

t will be to the interest of owners to see that the best appliances are used. 
We would recommend that the clause be omitted from the Bill " 

ll. Clause 9.—It is in our opinion inadvisable that Inspectors should 
have power to enter and inspect buildings without notice, and they should 
not be allowed to test appliances or carry on experiments without written 
authority from the Commission. In every such case due notice should be given. 
The penalty for non-compliance seems to us to be unduly high, and we propose 
to reduce it to a maximum of one hundred rupees. 

12. Clause 10.—1t is very important that the rules under this Act should 
be drafted by experts, and that the Commission should either be entrusted with 
the framing of them, or in any case consulted. We recommend that the 
procedure laid down in section 20 of the Mines Act, 1901 (VIII of 1901), 
should be followed, namely, that allrules previous to publication should be 
referred to the Commission for opinion. We have inserted a sub-clause to 
this effect. The provisions of section 24 of the Bengal General Clauses Act, 
1899 (Bengal Act I of 1899), will ensure sufficient opportunity being given for 
criticism before the rules are finally passed. The two new sub-heads to sub- 
clause (2) are consequential upon the amendments proposed in clauses 3 and 8. 

13. Clause 11.— We consider that it would be dangerous to leave the 
institution of complaints to Assistant Inspectors. They should have the 
authority of the Chief Inspector. The time-limit — six months — for the 
institutions of prosecutions is, in our opinion, too long. We recommend that 
it be reduced to two months, 

14, The Hon’ble Mr. Horn, having resigned his Membership of the 
Council, did not attend the sitting of the Select Committee. 


à; R. W. CARLYLE. 
CALCUTTA; e A. A. APCAR. 


i C. F. LARMOUR. 
The 8rd March, 1905. NALIN B. SIRCAR. 


[AS AMENDED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE.) 
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BILL 


+ 
To amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances arising from 
the smoke of. furnaces or fire-places in the town and ‘suburbs of 
Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for ihe extension thereof 
to other areas in Bengal. 


Wuereas it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 
abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, 
and to provide for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal ; 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


utleand 1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 
ex Aot, 1905; and ec * 


(2) It extends in the first instance to — 314-1] 
(f. Ben, Act II 
$ — Hrer eroh 
(a) the town of Calcutta, as defined in sevtion 3 of the 
Calcutta Police Act, 1866 ; : Ben, Act IV ot 1%% 


(b) the suburbs of Caleutta, as for the time being 
defined*by notifications publi under section gen, Act IT ot 19. 
1 - the Calcutta Suburban Police Act, 1866, 
an 


(c) the station of Howrah, as described in the 
+ Schedule to the Howrah Offences Aot, 1857. XXI of 1857, 
. j W 
— ^ i 
toex- 9, (1) The Local Government may, by notification published 1] 
esi ig ne Oaloutta Gazette and in such — (if any) as the RT E 
oe may —— declare its intention to extend ^^'^ uw 
' specified area in Bengal other than areas 
sediion 1, sub-section f) : 2S v — 


^ 


"mentioned in 


La 
E Li T 
Provided if a military cantonment is 
aren to hob it fe 












(Bmoke-Nuisanont.— Olaysce $0) EL 
Definition, — 9. In this Act, — . 
(1) “furnace ” means any furnace or fire-place used— ay > ag a tat 
(a) for working engines by steam, or te Ls} 
' (b) for the purpose of carrying on any trade, manufao- 


ture or industry, in cases not falling under 
olavse (a) : 


Provided that a furnace or fire-place used for any of the 
following purposes shall not be deemed to be a , 
furnace within the meaning of this Act, namely :— 
(i) household or domestic purposes ; 
(it) the raising of steam on ocean-going 
steamers within such period prior to their 
leaving the port, or to their moving from one 
part to another thereof, as may be prescribed by 
. rule made under section 10, sub-section (9), ‘ 
clause (f), or * , 
à ( (ui) the burning of the dead, ~ ` 


(2) “Inspector” means a Chief Inspector of Smoke-nuisanoos, [E 1—1] 
or an Assistant Inspector of Smokoe-nuisanoes, appointed under 
this Aot; è , : 

(8) “the Commission” means the Bengal Smoke-nuisancos 
Commission constituted under this Aot ; and 


(4) the expression “owner,” when used with reference to fi Pan ILL of 
a furnace, includes any agent or hirer using the furnace, and any ^^ : 
- — or other person superintending the working of the 
urnace, 


+ 


Consti 4. (1) The Local Government shall, by notification in the Qf. Act IX of ir, 
«Commies, — Gazette, constitute a Commission, to be called the Bengal” 
Smoke-nuisanoes Commission, to supervise and control the work- 
ing of this Act. 
(2) The said Commission shall consist of a President and so 
many other members as the Local Government may determine. 
(8) One-half of the members (exclusive of the President) shall 
be officials nominated by the Local Government and the remainder "M 
shall be non-officials nominated in such manner as the Local Govern- 
, 7 ment may direct by bodies or associations whose interests are likely 
to be affected by this Act. » 
(4) All members of the Commission shall be appointed, 
and all vacancies in the Commission shall, as occasion requires, be à : 
filled up by the Local Government by notification in the Calcutta 
Gazette. 
(5) No aot done by the Commission shall be questioned on 
the ground merely of the existence of any vacancy in, orany : * 
defeot in the constitution of, the Commission. ` 


Appointment 5. (1) The Local Government may, by notification in the ,m.14-1r IV.) 
Calcutta Gazette, appoint, a Chief Inspector of Smoke-nuisances 
and so many Assistant Inspectors of Smoke-nuisances as it may 
think fit. : 
(2) Every Assistant Inspector appointed under &uh-section (1) 
shall be subordinate to the Chief Inspector, and the Chief Inspector 
shall be subordinate and subject to the control of the Commission. 


- 
£ 


. 6. (1) The Local Government may, by notification in the (m. 11r] 

^ Calcutta Gazette, prohibit, within any specified area,— 

"e (a) the erection of brick, tile, or lime kilns, 

um. -  — (b) tho ereotion of furnaces to be used for the calcining or 

S. smelting of ores or minerals, or for the casting, ‘ 
uddling or rolling of iron or other metals, or . 
or the conversion of pig-iron into wrought-iron, or 

—— (c) the manufacture of coke, in ovens, or with special x " 

E ; appliances, or ion ; 
(d) the making of coke without ovens or special appliances - 


to 
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Power 


f demeli- under section 6, sub-section (2), for erecting.a kiln or furnace in 
furraces erected 


to 


(Smoke-Nuisances.— Clauses 7-9.) 
* La « “ 


Provided that, where prior to the issue of such notification a 
license has been granted by the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation 
under the provisions of Chapter XXXIII of the Calcutta. Municipal 
Act, 1899, for the erection of a furnace to be used for any of the pim Ae U af 


purposes mentioned in clauses (a) and (b), or for the manufacture of 
coke as described in clauses (c) and (d), such notification shall not 
affect such furnace or such manufacture. . 


(2) If any kiln or furnace be erected in contravention of any [m i«—1X 0)j 


notification issued under sub-section (1), clause (a) or clause (b), 
the owner thereof shall be liable to fine which may extend, to 
two hundred and fifty rupees. 


(8) If any person manufactures coke in contravention of any  [R. 14—1X $3 


notification issued under sub-section (2), clause (c), he shall be 
liable to fine which may extend, on a first conviction, to two 
hundred and fifty rupees, and on any ‘subsequent conviction 
to five hundred rupees. 


(4) If any person makes coke in contravention of any noti- U»14-!X (4.1 


fivation issued under sub-section (7), clause (d), he shall be liable 
to fine which may extend, on a first conviction, to twenty-five rupees, 
and on any subsequent conviction to fifty rupees. 

4. (1) Wheneter a Magistrate imposes a fine on any person 


contravention of any notification issued under section 6, 


within prohibi- seotion (1), clause (a) or clause (b), he may by order direct such person 


ted areas. 


hen 
PN v 


— 


Powers 
 mapeeiar 
/ 


of 


to demolish the kiin or furnace within a period to be specified on the 
order. 

(2) If any person fails to demolish any kiln or furnace within 
the period prescribed in any such order, he shall be liable to fine which 
may extend to twenty rupees for every day thereafter during which 
such failure continues, 


8. (1) Ifsmoke be emitted from any furnace in greater p 


n Ben, Act III. of 


R. 


MA—IX 


ted to a que density, or at a lower altitude, or for a longer time than is permitted 1963, «. 1.) 
extent a” is by rules made under this Act, the owner of the furnaco shall be 


liable to fine whioh may. extend, on a first. conviction, to fifty 
ru on a second conviction to one hundred rupees, and on any 
subsequent conviction to two hundred rupees. 


(2) Sub-section (1) shall not apply to any furnace which is 
(e) in connection with a'brick, tile; or lime kiln, or 


b) f f th ntioned in clause (b), ola ; 
CS ro ee 


9. (1) An Inspector may after giving reasonable notice. in 
writing to the owner, manager, engineer, or person in charge— 


e — 


Act 
3; Ben. A 
. 


s sections 449, 451, 
451.] 


"Beni Ae Il ot 


jMé—V (e) to 


(a) enter and inspect, during working-hours, any building or 9f 199* s 10.) 


place which contains a furnace, and inspect such 
` furnace; 5 " 
(B) under the written. authority of the Commission, use and 


test any appliance, used for preventing the emission 


of smoke from any such furnace; and 


(e) under the written authority of the Commission, direct . 
pro is B - 2e be — See — ex- 

i y, «during his visit to s uilding or 

place, in any manner which he may consider suitable 
preventing or reducing the emission of smoke, but 
not so as to interfere with the business carried on in 


such building or place further than is nooossary for 


the purposes of the experiment. 

2) If any owner of a furnace in respect of which a direction 
—— er clause (c) fails to secure i with such 
direction, he shall be liable to fine which may extend to one 
hundred rupees. 


et III 
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- (Smoke-Ni Clauses 10-15.) 
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Eri ri. Hg x MR es ; 
* eu. E T d * N 
| Rule, 10. 1) The Looal Government may, with the previo i * 
| ot the e General in Council, and after previous publica- —— Ps. 
| - tion, make rules to carry out the objecte of this Act. — . Mr 
| * (2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of y 
sub-section (d such rules may— * Me" E * 
Y : : QN m 
et (a) — the transaction of business by the Commis- wii qué Hen 


(b) prescribe the pter and duties to be'exercised and — e 
— y en —— oe and. by Ispeotors, Soy YE, Ix. qv 
respectively, and re; e exercise and per- im 
| s ù formance of those powers and duties ; eee 


(c) prescribe a scale for the purpose of determining the rmiu-vrioj 
density of smoke; s 


(d) prescribe the density of smoke that may be emitted pr. 1s-vi (a).} 
m a furnace; 
(e) prescribe the time during which smoke of such densit s ) ; 
| & may be emitted from : furnace; UN v. * E 
; (J^) prescribe the period during which, for the purpose of raising ` T x 
" steam prior to leaving the port, or to moving from one 
: i part to another thereof, the furnaces of ocean-going 318 
| vessels shall not be held to be furnaces within the meaning —— 
| a of this Act ; 4 
" (9) prescribe the altitude below which smoke may not be emitted * E 
Jrom a furnace ; 4 
J (4) prescribe a procedure for the giving of warning to jm j um 
"x offenders feles instituting dy iat Ari under this C "e 
Act, and declaro the minimum period which should hs 
be allowed’ to elapse in different classes of cases 3 
between the giviug of such warning and the institu- 
tion of a prosecution ; and i š 
(i) authorise the payment of a fee, not exceeding thirty- {Steam-boilor Bale, 
two rupees, to each or any member of the Commis- PP} sig ^ 
sion attending a meeting of the Commission. 

















section 24 of the Bengal General Clauses Act, 1899, as that after which 
a draft of rules proposed to be made under thie section will be taken 
i into consideration, shall not be iess than three months from the date 
: on which the draft of the proposed rules was published for general 
* information. s 
(4) Where a Commission has been constituted under section 4, any tof, Ae vIn of ^ 
rule to be mzde under this Act shall, before it is published for criticism 1901, s. 20 (5). ay 
E under sub-section (1), be referred to the Commission, and the rule shall ' du 
not be so published until the said Commission has reported as to the f gi 
expediency of making the proposed rule and as to the suitability of m 
tts provisions. do: 
: 5) Allrules made under this section shall be published in — 
the tta Gazette. — 


11. A Magistrate may take cognizance of an offence against ro; . 
tiene thie Aot only— Thor tigi, e «) i PA 
(a) upon a'complaint made by or with the, writen authority X SUM 

of the Chief Inspector, and * " ae | 
J (D) within a period of ¢wo months from the date of the n 


(8) The date to be specified in accordance with clause (8) of df. Au VII of ? 3 
Ben. Aci ld] 1890, 





a" 
* 


commission of the 

y » 

Deom or 12. All fines recovered under this Act shall be disposed , n2 
Hu 


Ben. Act 11 ot 
* of in such manner as the Local Government, may direct. y 


‘s, 1; Ben, Act 
‘at 1879, a. 13. 


13. The Calcutta ond Howrai Smoke-nuisanoes Act, 1868, Hom, ii ot 100, 


w 


L. C. ADAMI, 
Do Oth March, 1905. | ` Off. Secretary to th: Bengal Counsil. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. ‘ 
. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


No. 104T., dated the 18th March, 1905.—In exercise of the power conferred by rule 34 of 
the Rules for the Conduct of the Legislative Business of the Bengal Council, the Lieutenant- 
Governor is pleased to order the publication of the following Bill, which it is proposed to 
introduce in the said Council, together with the Statement of Objects aud Reasons :— 


A 


To amend the Calcutta Port Act, 1890. 
Wurrras it is expedient to amend the Calcutta Port Act, Ben, Act nt 
t 


1890; oí 
]t is hereby enacted as follows :— 
Short title. 1. This Act may be called the Calcutta Port (Amendment) i 
Aot, 1905. $ 4 
Amondme t ot 2. In section 5 of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, for the pen, Act {It 
section 5, words ** fifteen Commissioners " the words “seventeen Commis- of 1890. 


sioners" shall be substituted, and for the words *five nominated 


Commissioners" the words ''seven nominated Commissioners ” 
shall be substituted. 


of 9. After clause (7) of section 35 of the said Act, the 
following clause shall be inserted, namely :— 
“ (7a) The building of vessels for the ,carrying of genie or 
passengers, or both, within the limits of the port, or partly within 
and partly without those limits.” 


Lou d uw. 4. After section 35 of the said Act the following shall be $ 
milon 06A, inserted, namely :— 
«35A. The Commissioners shall not undertake the carry- 
ing of goods for hire in any 
Sanction required to the carrying of vessel belonging to or hired by 
ipods co Comets MUSS them, except with the sanction 


Amendment 
5. 


of the Local Government. 


Such sanction may be general in its terms subject to any 
restrictions which the Local Government may enjoin in respect of 
the carriage of any class or classes of goods between specified 


places.” 


insertion ot new 5. After section 105 of the safl Aot thé following shall be . 
section 105A. | inserted, namely :— 
«105A. ‘he Commissioners shall also frame a scale of 
charges for the carrying of goods 


ts " ^ 
Charges for carrying goods and gnd passengers respectively, on, 
passengers on Commissioners vessels belonging to or hired by 

them." - 







"e . Tn seotion 106 of the said Act, for tho words for hiro” 
St se Gig whether for hire or not, and " shall be substituted. 


i i 
vs PSR Y", Da 









STATEMENT OF OBJEOTS AND REASONS. 


Tux object of this Bill is to increase the constitution of the Port Commission to 17 
members ied to empower the Commissioners to improve and regulate the means of communi- 
cation across and along the river Hooghly within the limits of the Port of Calcutta. 

2. The constitution of the Port Commission is under section 5 of the Calcutta 
Port Act (Ben. Act III of 1890) fixed at 15 members. This number only “allows 
of two of the three Railway Companies carrying traffic into Calcutta bei represented 
on the Commission and does not provide for the interests of Howrah in the Port of Oaloutta. 
It is proposed in section 2 of the Bill to add two members to the Port Commission to allow 
of these important interests being adequately represented. 

3. The Commissioners already have power, under section 55 of the Caloutta Port Act, 
1890 (Ben. Aot III of 1890), to acquire vessels, and it is proposed in clause 3 of the Bill 
to empower them to build vessels for carrying passengers or goods within or partly within 
and partly without the limits of the Port; while clause 5 introduces an amendment to 
enable them to require payment for the carrying of goods or passengers in vessels belonging 
to or hired by them. 

4. Existing conditions render it desirable that a — service for passen should be 
established and worked by the Port Commissioners way of an addition to the 
private passenger servioes already working. It is not intended that the Commissioners should 
carry goods in their vessels in competition with companies and other boat-owners already 
engaged in business of this class; but the necessity for carrying goods in the Commissioners’ 
vi i Em, i to recognise and provide 





in some cases might arise at any time, and it is 
for such a necessity, It is proposed, however, by clause 4 of the Bill, to require the general 
sanction of the Local Government to the carrying of goods, under such restrictions as may 
. Appear necessary so as to prevent any undue competition with private trade. 

6. 2e —— ph of the Indien Ports Act, the Looal — E with 
powers to e rules for licensing and regulati cargo, passenger and other boats plying, 
whether for hire or not, in any out in wht the dt is in force, In the Port of Calcutta this 
duty of licensing and regulating boats is vested in the Commissioners of the Port; but under 
section 106 of the Caleutta Port Act, the Commissioners are empowered to frame a scale of 
tolls, rates, charges and fees to be paid by owners of vessels plying for hire only. Conse- 
quently when framing the rules under section 6 (k) of the former Act, vessels not plying for 
hire were excluded from licensing and registration. 

A comparison of section 6 (k) of the Indian Ports Act with the corresponding section 


The 8th March, 1906, ` W. A. INGLIS, 
Caxourta ; | L. C. ADAMI, 
The 18th March, 1905, J, Offg. Secretary to the Bengal Council. 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the Hengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions d the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the Tth January, 


1905, at 11 aM. 


Present: 


The Hon’ble Sir ANDREW FRASER, K.C.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


presiding. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 
The Hon’ble Mr, 
The Hon’ble Mr. 
The Hon’ble Mr. 
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"ble Manarasa Sır Ravweswar PROSHAD Sinon, BAHADUR, K.C.LE., 
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of Gidhour. 


L. Hare, C.LE. , 

K. G. Gupta. 

B. L. GUPTA. 

P. O’KıweaLy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 
E. W. Corum. 

R. W, CARLYLE, C.LE. 

D. B. HORN, C.LE. 

L. P. SHIRRES. 

A. EARLE. 

R. T. GREER, C.8.1. 


The Hon'ble Basu Karı Papa GHOSH, M.A., BL- 
The Hon’ble Basu SALIGRAM SINGE. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 
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The Hon'ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 
The Hon'ble Basu Narın BEHARI BIRCAR, CLE. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


APPOINTMENT OF DISTRICT ENGINEERS. 


The Hon’ble Basu Narın Bemari Srrcar, in the absence of the Hon'ble 
Basu Buurenpra Natu Basu, asked:— 


Will the Government be pleased to inform how the rules made under 
clauses (9) ( p) and q» section 138, of the L»cal Self-Government Act, issued 
under Notification No. 3334L.S.-G., dated 10th December, 1901, have worked 
with reference to the following matters :—- : 
I. How many vacancies in the ranks of District Engineers occurred, 
especially in class I, grade 1 districts, since the enforcement of the new rules, 
and in how many of such vacancies existing District Engineers approved by 
Government as fit for those districts have been appointed ? 
IL Is it a fact that vacancies occurred at Saran and Champaran, but none 

of the persons included in the Chief Engineer's list (vide rule 12) have been 
appointed, though some of them applied for tke posts? If «o, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons which led to the disregarding of the 
rules ? 

IIL. Is it not difficult, under the present rules, to get properly qualified 
Engineers for temporary vacancies when an officer takes long leave, to wit 
Backergunge, a district of class 1? Will the Government please state what is 
being done to remedy this state of things? 

IV. Under rule 5, Distriet Engineers are required to retire on attaining 
the age of 55 years, and can only be retained with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment. Is it a fact that two European Distrist Engineers have been allowed to 
remain in service, though one is about 65 years old and the other close on 60— 
a concession which is not allowed by Government to Officers in other branches 
of public service? Will the Government be pleased to state the grounds on 
which the services of these officers have been retained, when there are officers 
in the Government list fully qualified to hold these appointments but are on 
receipt of lesser pay owing to there being no vacancies ? 

Of the 42 districts where the Local Self-Government Act is in force, 
11 have been classed as grade I regarding District Engineer’s pay (Rs 600 
rising to Rs, 800). Of these 11 posts, 10 are held by Europeans, although 
numerically the strength of the Native Engineers to Europeans in the service 
is as 8 to 2. Will the Government be pleased to remedy this state of things, 
and make a fairer distribution of these posts, specially as there are districts 
in this grade where there is no specialized European interest ? 

VI. Is it true that in the opinion of several high Government officials, 
the recent rules have not worked well; and if so, will the Government be 
pleased to take steps to re-cast the rules so that there may be a fair prospect 
of transfers and promotions in the service through which large sums of public 
money, both Lodi. and Provincial, are annually spent ? 

VII. Willthe Government be pleased, in re-casting the rules or otherwise, 
to give effect to the pledge given by Sir Ashley Eden at the time of establish- 
ing the Sibpur College that the alumni of that College were to have all 
Road Cess appointments ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Surnzs replied :— 


“Tue simplest way to answer my hon’ble friend is first to explain the 
nature of ihe appointments held by District Engineers and the manner ın 
po such appointments are made, and then to reply to the specific questions 
asked. 

“ Each appointment to the post of District Engineer is made separately by 
the District Board concerned under the powers vested in it by section 33 of 

, the Bengal Local Self-Government Aet of 1835, Under the first proviso to 
that section the confirmation of the Commissioner of the Division is necessary, 
but the appointments are not made by, nor are they subject to the approval 
of, the Local Government. The action of the Local Government is confin 
to laying down rules regarding the qualifications of candidates for employment 
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as District Engineer, and the District Boards aro required, by the third proviso 
of the section referred to, to conform to such rules. Except in respect of 
the qualifications of the candidates, the choice of the District Boards is 
unrestricted, and they are under no obligation to choose an Engineer serving 
in another district; nor has an Engineer serving in one district any claim to 
be appointed to a vacancy oceurring in another district. The professional 
qualifications laid down by Government have been made to vary with the pay 
which is given, and the standard is raised as the pay is raised. To enable 
these etandards to be laid down, the posts of District Engineer have been 
divided into classes and.grades, but the service is not ‘a graded service" in 
the sense in which that expression is ordinarily understood. here is there- 
fore no ‘ Service’ of District Engineers similar to the Public Works Service, 
or the Police Service, or the Education Service. Moreover, under the Bengal 
Local-Svlf-Government Act of 1885, the Lieutenant-Governor has no power 
to transfer a District Engineer from one district to another without the consent 
of the District Boards concerned, and such transfers are therefore very rarely 
made, 


“The Hon'ble Member apparently decires that the District Engineers 
should be formed into a graded servico on the lines of the Police, the Education 
and other services. It is essential to the administration of such a service 
that the power of appointment and transfer should rest with the Government, 
and the proposal of the Hon’ble Member could not therefore be given effect to 
without an alteration of the law. The Local Self-Government Act is however at 
present before this Council, and the requisite change in it could be made without 
difficulty. A graded service possesses obvious administrative advantages 
over a number of detached and isolated appointments, and the suggestion that 
the District Engineers should be formed into such a service has been made 
to the Government on more than one occasion, The suggestion has not 
hitherto been seriously considered with a view to legislation, because no very 
strong case has oeon made out, and the District Boards are believed to attaca 
great importance to the privilege of appointing their own District Engineers. 
But if is thought that a strong case exists, and that the matter should now be 
taken up, a circular can easily be issued to the District Boards; and if the 
District Boards themselves, or a majority of them, desire that the change 
should be made, the requisite amendment will be introduced into the Bill 
which is now before the Council. 


“The following are the answers to the specific questions asked by the 
Hon'ble Member :— 


“I and II. — T'he first two questions may be answered together. The new 
rules were published on 20th December, 1901, and since then two vacancies 
have occurred in class I, grade I districts, ror d at Saran and Champaran. 
The names of 19 District Engineers are contained in the Chief Engineer's list 
as qualified to hold appointments in class I districts, but of these 12 are 
already in charge of districts in class I, grade I. Of the remaining 7, 4 
are Europeans and 3 are natives. The District Boards of Saran and 
Champaran did not however select any of these District Engineers, but 
advertised for applicants. Two applicants were selected; and as they 
possessed the necessary professional qualifications, they as .a matter of course 
obtained the requisite certificates from the Chief Engineer, and they were 
appointed. In the 21 districts which are not included in class I, grade I, eight 
vacancies have occurred in the post of District Engineer subsequent to the 

ublication of the new rules. One of these appointments is still vacant, three 
st been filled temporarily, and for two of the remaining foar Distriet 
Engineers serving in other districts have been selected by the District Boards 
concerned, There has been no disregard of the rules, 

* III.— Difficulty has sometimes been felt in filling temporary vacancies. 
No special remedy seems to be called for. 

* IV.—Rule 5 to which the Hon'ble Member refers reads as follows:— 


».Distri i hall be retained in the service of a District Board after he has 
dint Ty x ee pedi except with the sanction of the Liveal Government and subject 


o such conditions as it may think fit. 
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“Two District Engineers, of whom one attained the age of 60 in November, 
1904, and the other will attain the age of 64 in March, ' 905, have been granted 
each an extension of service for one year. The District Boards preferred 
retaining those officers with their long experience to appointing new men; 
the officers themselves were reported to be efficient and to be capable of 
performing their duties satisfactorily; and special recommendations were 
submitted to the Government by the Commissioners of the Divisions concerned, 
The retention of these District’ Engineers in service did not, as would be the 
case in a graded service, affect the promotion of junior officers, and the Lieute- « 
nant-Governor, after fully considering the cases, accepted the reco.nmendations 
of the District Boards. 


« Y and VI.—Questions V and VI have already been sufficiently answered, 


“VII.—The pledge given by Sir Ashley Eden, to which my hon’ble friend 
alludes, referred only to appointments which were made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and which were such as could be given to graduates of the Sibpur 
College immediately on the conclusion of their curriculum. Information 
regarding the guaranteed appointments will be found in the Resolutions of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in the Public Works Department, dated 13th December, 
1893, and 4th April, 1901, which were published in the Calcutta Gazette of 
27th December, 1893 and 10th April, 1901, respectively.” 


LANDLORDS’ FEES AND WATER-SUPPLY. 
The Hon’ble Banu Amprca CuanaN Mazumpar said :— 


From the statements furnished by Government at a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 17th December, 1904, it appears that out of a total sum of 
nearly 12 lakhs of rupees “paid” as * Jandlord's fee ” under the provisions of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, during the last nineteen years, over 94 lakhs of rupees 
are now “held in deposit,” and that there is apparently no disposition on the 
part of the payees to accept these deposits. * 

(a) Under the circumstance, will the Government be pleased to make over 
these deposits in the various districts to their respective District Boards with 
express direction to utilize them for the special purpose of water-supply and on 
condition that should any of the payees ever demand payment of the money so 
deposited on his account, the District Board concerned will have to make good 
such payment ? 

b) Will the Government be further pleased to consider the propriety of 
establishing in the hands of the District Boards the neucleus of a fund for 
water-supply with the aid of the **landlord's fees” thus held in deposit, supple- 
mented by any grant that Government may be able to makedrom the Provincial 
Revenues, together with all charitable contributions which may from time to 
time be made for the purpose by private individuals ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Eanrz replied :— 


“(1) Government is not —— to make over sums deposited as 
landlords’ fees under the Bengal Tenancy Act in the various districts to the 
District Boards for purposes of water-supply on the condition suggested. In 
so far as these deposits become the property of Government by lapse of time, 
they form part of the consolidated revenue of the Provincial Government, 
which is required to meet its ordinary expenditure; and Government is not 
prepared to admit that local bodies have any claim to such deposits for local 
expenditure, 

*(9) The questions whether legislation should be undertaken in regard to 
the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act under which these feos are levied, and 
whether any executive action can be taken for the purpose of facilitating the 
withdrawal from the district treasuries of money so deposited, are at the present 
time under the consideration of the Board of Revenue. Their report 15 
expected shortly; and, as soon as the Lieutenant-Governor has received an 
expression of their views, he will pass orders in the matter without delay.” 


* 
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The Hon’ble Babu AuprcA Caran Mazvaan asked :— : 


E So 





(2) Has the Commissioner of Police issued &ny instruction, or laid 
down avy rule, prohibiting Indian gentlemen, respectably dressed in the Indian 
fashion, from walking or driving on the Red Road ? Š 


) (b) If so, will the Government bo pleased to consider the propriety of 
' directing the withdrawal of such rule or instruetion ? 


* 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cartyte replied:— . . 

“The Lieutenant-Governor on receiving the Hon'ble Member's question 
inquired into the matter. ThoCommissioner of Police explains that it has 
for many years been the practice to instruct the Constables on duty to see that 
no one, whether Erropean or Indian, is allowed on the side path of the Red 

d between 5 and 8 p.m. unless properly dressed.» Proper dress, in the case 
of a road frequented by European and Indian ladies aud gentlemen alike, 
includes complete covering of the body. Indian gentlemen have on previous 
“occasions inquired as to the enforcement of these orders andy 6n the orders 
being explained to them, they have always been accepted as reasonable. The 
Lieutenant-Governor considers it unnecessary to direct the withdrawal of the 
instructions which appear to have been. framed in the interests of the 
community as à whole, and which are quite in accordance with the habits of 
Indian gentlemen who come into general society in Calcutta.” 


SEPTIC TANK AT FARIDPUR. 


The Hon'ble Basu Amica CHARAN MAZUMDAR said :— 


, May I enquire if it is proposed to establish a septic tank at Faridpur? 
If so, will tho Government be pleased to inquire into the present condition 
* of that town which, with the silting up of the river and the Dhole Somudder 
and with its kutcha drains without sufficient outlet even for the discharge 
ofthe rain water, has of late years become subject to malarial fever and other 
i diseases? And wil the Government satisfy itself thoroughly as to the 
pou of such a measure, regard being had to the condition of this town, 

'efore sanctioning any decisive action in the matter? 


3^. "The Hon'ble Mr. Surres replied :— 


“ A proposal has been made to try the experiment of a septic tank in the 
. Jail at Fattdpar, because the present method of disposal of the night-soil 
by trenching in the Jail Garden, which becomes damp and water-logged, is 
pen to objection. Before the project is finally sanctioned, the question of the 
seb of the effluent will be carefully considered in connection with the* 
$ Report of the Septic Tank Committee which was published in the last issue’ 
4 Pe Calcutta Gazette.” 
cris ote 

s THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 


e Hon'ble Mz. CanzvLE introduced the Bill to amend the law relating to 
tement,of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places 
town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the 
thereof to'other areas in Bengal, and moved that it be read in 
. He said:— — 

‘motion before the Council is that the Bill to amend the law relatiug 
] ement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-placos 
e town and suburbs of Calentta and in Howrah and to provide for the > 
n thereof to other areas in Bengal, be read in Council and that the 
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Bill thereafter be re 


ferred toa Sel of" the Hon'ble - 
Mr. Horn, the Hon'ble Mr. Larmour, the Hon'ble Mr. Apol, ths Hon'ble Babu 
: + 








ect Committeo consisti 


Nalin Behari Sircar, and myself. 


% On'a previous occasion I very briefly explained to the Council the 
main points of difference between the present Bill, and Bengal Act II of 1863 
(the Calcutta and Howrah Smoke Nuisances Act) I will again briefly repeat 
the main differences and I will then go on to deal clauso by clause with the 


provisions of thé Bill. 


“The Bill makes the mere emission of smoke from any furnace in 
eater density or for a longer time than is permitted by rules to be framed 
ereafter punishable, Under the present Act 1t may be generally said that 


negligence in some form has to be proved. 


“Under the Bill power 


has been taken entirely to forbid tho exercise 


within certain areas of industries which are necessarily accompanied by a 


smoke nuisance. 


“Phe administration of the Act is to be entrusted, to a Commission 
composed of official and non-official members, the non-offióials being selected to 
represent interests likely to be affected by the Act, 

«Before turning to the details of the Bill I would again note that it is 


to some extent based on the 
an exp 


rocommendations made by Mr. Frederick Grover,* 


ert sent out by the Secretary of State for India to examine the question 


on the spot. He arrived in Calcutta in the beginuing of March, 1903, and sub. 
mitted his Report in July of the same year. Before submitting his Report he 
visited a number of factories in apd around Caleutta and the colliery districts of 
Raniganj and Jherria. He examined the various sources of smoke, the quali. 
ties and quantities, of coal used, the types of furnaces, and the methods of 
their use. In his Report he enumerates the following six sources of smoke in 


Calcutta, namely :— 


a) dom stic fire-plices in native huts; 

(b, steam launches and occan-going steamers ; 

(c) lime and brick kilns; » 

(d) the manufacture of coke on the Hooghly banks ; 

rey furnaces used for heating plates and metal ingots; and : 
(f) mili and factory boilers used for the purpose of raising steam. 


& In the Bill now before the Council, the first source of smoke has been 


altogether excluded. It wo 


. 


native huts except by isolatin 


This is obviously impractieub 


uld be impossible to deal with the smoke from 
f areas responsible for the emission of such smoke. 
e. ' 


& Ag regards the smoke from launches and ocean-going steamers, tho Bill 
will not touch the raising of steam on ocean-going steamers not moored or’ 


anchored and not lying in 


dock. Such steamers must necessarily emit smoké 


in the process of raising steam, and as they pass beyond, the limits of Calcutta 


in a comparatively 


short period of time, it would, as Mr. Grover remarked, 
appear impossible to impose any restrictions. 
“The British Indian Association in & 


letter dealing with Mr. Grover's 


Report remarked that Mr. Grover in dealing with the sources of smoke nuisance 


omitted from his list— 
D steam rollers; 


the engine sheds 
and at other pl 


c 


(d) press, electric and other installations. 


. “T may note that furnaces used in such cases all come within the provisions 
of the Bill. i * ; 


n 


« I will now tum to the 


3 various railways plying in the limits of Calcutta and Howrah; 


of the Eastern Be al State Railway at Tallah ` 
aces in Howrah and Calcutta; and qe 
A 


details of the Bill. 9 


. & Clause 1 provides that it shall extend to the town and suburbs of Caleutta 
as defined in the Calcutta and Suburban Police Acts, Mepectivdlys also to the 
station of Howrah as described in a schedule to the Howrah Offences Act. The 
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provides that tho Local ‘Government may extend the Act under. 





TO 


certain conditions specified in clause 2 to other areas. 
_ “ As regards clause 2 provision is being made for the hearing of objections 
to any extension of the area, and in the case of military cantonments it is laid 
down that the previous sanction of the Governor General in Council ‘is 
required. + 

“The important point to note in clause 4 is the definition of ‘furnaces.’ It 
will be seen that it includes furnaces or fire-places which may be the source of 
nuisance under any of the heads F have stated above, saving furnaces or 
fire-places used for household or domestic purposes or for the raising of steam 
on ocean-going steamers: Under the present Act the term ‘furnace’ does not 
apply to locomotive engines used wholly upon railways nor to, steam vessels 

ess employed as ferry boats. ' 

* Clause 4 provides for the constitution of a Commission to supervise and 
control the working of the Act. This proposal is one which I think will meet 
with the approval of the Council as half the members are to be composed of 
non-officials selected to reprosent interests likely to be affected by the Act. It 

‘is very important while the whole question of dealing with smoke nuisances is 
more or less in an experimental stage, that Government should be assisted by 
the advice of business mon interested in seeing that no undue restrictions are 
placed on industries affected by the Bill. , , 

* Olaus» 5 provides for the appointment of a Chief Inspector and so man 

+ Assistant Inspectors of Smoke Nuisances as the Local Government may thi 
fit. Mr. Grover remarks under this head that the Chief Inspector of Smoke 
Nuisances should be ‘a competent engineer, well versed in the uso of smoke 
abatement spplianees; He should be s man of resource who could be relied 

* upon to exercise his judgment. He should be able to undertake the application 
of the remedies as suggested in this Report,’ £e, Mr. Grovers Report. A* 
Committee assisted by a well qualified Chief Inspector, such as Mr. Grover 
suggests, and composed in part of representatives of the industries likely to be 
affected, is very unlikely to take husty measures or to do anything likely to 
hamperstrade. r 
“ Clause 6 empowers the Local Government, in certain areas, to prohibit 
the erection of brick and lime kilns or of furnaces for heating metals or the 
"making of coke. This power is taken because the emission of smoke from 
furnaces used for such purposes cannot be abated by, any means yet known, 
I may note with reference to the penal clausos of this section that a 
‘reference has been made to the Government of India for an amendment of 
clause 2, as apparently, as the Bill now stands, it might pay to erecta 
. furnace and work it, as after payment of a fine of Rs, 600 no further penalty 
~eould be imposed. I need not, however, deal with this question to-day which 
is one for the Sclect Committee to consider after we have received a reply 
from the Government of India, ’ 
« Clause 7 is the crux of the whole Bill. It provides that for the emission 
of smoke from a furnace in greater density or for a longer time than is 
permitted by rules to be made under the Act, the owner of the furnace 
, shall be liable to fine, It will thus no longer be necessary to prove negli- 
gence, ‘I'he issue before the Courts will be a comparatively timple one as 
to whether smoke was emitted of excessive density or for an excessive time. 
Mr. Grover has in paragraphs 137-141 of his Keport described methods of 
| gauging’ the- density of smoke, and it will be possible Oy ameg one or 
‘more of these methods to produce satisfactory evidence before a Court. 
This clause gives effect to the principle embodied in section 268 of the Indian 
Penal Code that ‘a person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act 
which causes any annoyance to the public,’ and that ‘a common nuisance is 
not excused on the ground that it causes Some convenience or advantage,’ It 
.. may be noted that this clause does not apply to furnaces referred to in clause 
- 6 (1) which necessarily emit clear smoke. Such cases may be dealt with, if at. 
all, by total prohibition. Mr. Grover proposed that the maximum time of 
emission of smoke of*a given density should bo fixed at 10 minutes and that 
this period’ should be gradually reduced as the working of the furnaces 
TOVES. Government proposes to leave the limit of time to be fixed 
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by rules, as probably ten minutes will be too low alim 
undesirable to be obliged to have recourse to legislation, — 
reasonable to reduce the maximum limit. vm i 
“ Qlause 8 empowers the Loca! Government to appoint a period within 
which furnaces must be constructed, altered or fitted with appliances so as to 
revent smoke being emitted in such a manner as to cause a nuisance, Under 
ngal Act II of 1803 all ons are bound to construct or to alter furnaces 
so as to consume or burn their smoke, and this section of the present Rill is less 
stringent than the law now in force. ^ 


“ Olause 9 provides for the case of furnaces or kilns which necessarily emit 
smoke in such a way as to cause a nuisance. As I have already explained, such 
cases can only*be dealt with by prohibiting the working of such furnaces or 
kilns in specified ‘areas. 

“Clause 10 confers on Inspectors powers that should be very useful in 
enabling the Committee appointed to work the new Aet to deal with the 
question of regulating the emission of smoke from furnaces. 

Clause 11 gives power to make rules to carry out the objects of the Bill. 
As I have already said it is very desirable that while the question of dealing 
with smoke nuisances is in a more or less experimental stage, altera- 
tions that may be,found desirable should not require recourse to fresh 
legislation. R 

“Clause 12 provides that cognisance will not be taken of an offence , 
ežcept on the complaint of an Inspector, and it lays down a limit of time after 
which a complaint cannot be lodged. ; j 

“Clauses 13 and 14 deal with the question of disposal of fines and the 
repeal of the present Act. 





* “I trust this Council will be satisfied that while Government is making an 


attempt to grapple with a steadily increasing evil, it has been most careful to 
do nothing thut could seriously hamper any important industry. Mr. Grover 
points out that it is very doubtful whether the more extensive uso of smoke- 
reducing appliances and greater care in firing will lead to increased profits, as . 
the cost of supervision will probably swallow up the other profits, derived from 
the gain in efficiency, but it is due to the public that the users of furnaces should 
use precautions to prevent inconvenience to the püblic where the extra trouble 
and cost will be in great part repaid by the more economical working of the 
furnaces. ^ " ^ 


“Mr. Grover remarks in his Report :— 


a 

It cannot be denied that the manufacturers of Oaloutta have made deliberate efforts to” 
suppress the smoke nuisance by the application of special appliances; that in many cases 
such efforts have failed, and the appliances have. consequently been abandoned. These 
circumstances have given rise to,the opinion that nothing further can be done. My opinion 
is that too much reliance has been placed on automatie devioes and that all individual effort 
has been surrendered. Experimentation on the part of the engineering staff of. a mill is 
never encouraged by the management even supposing that the engineers are disposed to 
experimental work or have time for it. Having regard to the fact that the mls are 
employed in unceasing production for 15 hours out of 24, that there are only five or six 
E to overlook the work of over 2,000 work-people, it must be conceded that the 


. energies of the engineering staff aro iun f bet in maintaining the machinery in efficient 


working order, and as a consequence of this the supervision of the stokers is one of the last 
considerations. AES " 

I have Uew shown that there is a possible saving of 4 per cent. on the coal bill due to 
the combustion of smoke, but that manufacturers could not hope to realize this as profit s0 


l th ity for ext: ision exists. There is, hi i ip i i 

it hist Geis ee 
_ “1 trust the result of the Bill will be to induce the owners of furnaces to 

spend on the abatement of the smoke nuisance the savings they can effect in 


coal consumption by better supervision," i ; 


The Hon'ble Banu Nau Beam Smoar said —“T desire, op behalt of 
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| is 8^ necessary and salutar — The Hon'ble Member in charge 
| ft tne BANI has told us that —— for the abatement of smoke ——— 

-iñ and around this Uity came into existence so far back as i863. Since then, 

as we all know, the condition of things has vastly changed. With the rapid 

„development of Mill industries in this part of the country, numerous furnaces 

and fire-places have been erected; and in the absence of proper regulations 
these have, for the most part, been indifferently constructed. ‘Che innumerable 
chimneys that have sprung up are of all {sorts, shapes and sizes, incessantly 
emitting thick black smoke, containing soot and solid particles of unconsumed 
coal; they are a constant source of considerable teil, inconvenience and 
,mischief to the residents in their neighbourhood. In Caleutta, Wards Nos. 3 
and 4, and possibly also Ward No. 2, are the worst sufferers in this respect; and 
I can bear my personal testimony to the great annoyance to which the unfortu- 
nate residents of this locality are constantly subj oet. It is a matter of surprise 
that something wus not done, much earlier during the last 40 years, to amend 
' the present law so as to meet the growing exigencies of the situation, The Bill 
before us, however, now proposes to remedy the defects of the present law on 
‘the subject ; and I may be permitted to express the thanks of the community 
to you, Sir, for bringing forward a measure intended to give relief to the 
8 * public. I earnestly hope and trust that the provisions of the proposed 
law will be so framed as to effectively remove the evil.” 4 
The Hon'ble Banu Amsa  CmagaN Mazumpar said :—“ Any measure 
that is calculated to mitigate the nuisances of Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
must be welcome to all; for it would not only tend to remove a great stigma 
from this ‘City of Palaces,’ but also afford great relief to civilized humanity. 
Sir, two knighthoods seem to me as fairly settled for two persons,—one for 
him who may be fortunate enough to discover a remedy for cancer, and the 
other for him who may be successful in dealing with the nuisances of Calcutta, 
particularly its dust and its smoke. Although our hon'ble colleague in charge 
of this Bill may not have much of a chance in carrying off the prize on 
the strength of his present experiment, yet I think we might fairly congratulate 
him upon the first step he bas taken towards the solution of a vexed problem. 
“The Bill, as introduced by him, both in its scope as well as in its 
principle, is undoubtedly a distinct improvement upon the dead Act of 1803, 
whose archaic existence in the Statute Book has been nearly forgotten by 
the people and which has indeed been so very effective in its operation that, 
as the Hon'ble Member himself informed us in his opening speech the 
other day, there is hardly to be found any case for its application. 
The substitution of a Commission with qualified Inspectors in place of 
‘the Magistrate with his inseparable accident, the constable of the existing 
enactment, as the supervising and controlling authority, is au important 
feature of the present Bill. This Commission, if properly constituted, is likely 
to infuse a very active and healthy spirit in the working of the proposed 
measure by bringing competent and expert opinions to bear upon every case 
and. by having a specially qualified agency which the Bill provides for 
-enforcing its decisions. 

“But, Sir, I have a little objection as to the principle involved in 
the constitution of this Commission. Section 4 of the Bill provides that 
one-half of the members of the Commission shall be officials, while the 
_ other half shall be non-officials selected to represent interests likely to be affect- 
“ëd by the proposed measure. That there are many large and influential 
I likely to be so affected cannot be either denied or disputed. ‘There 
_ is the Calcutta Corporation which is primarily interested both in the ever-increas- 
in industries of this great city, as well as in the sanitation of the localities 
ected by them, Then there are the Chamber of Commerce, the Trades 
d ssociation, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and those various 

npanies and associations which are either directly or indirectly iuterested 







© numerous mills and factories with which this metropolis and its 
enyirons are studded. In zr, humble opinion the non-official. half of the 
k ————— should be elected by these bedies in such number or proportion as 
jp Overnment may deem proper to allot. If these non-official members are 














really to represent the interests li ely to be affected, I do not uriderstand 
the ——7 should undertake 7 responsibility of choosing their —— 
 tatíves instead of axking them to: make their own choice. These bodies if 
privileged to return their own representatives can only return men of practical 
knowledge and experience of the subject, and the presence of such men on the 
Commission can only serve to strengthen the Commission itself. On the other 
hand, by taking the entire appointment in its own hand, Government might 
undertake the risk of not'only being often misunderstood, but also of creating 
friction and opposition which cannot by any means be conducive to the 
successful working of the proposed measure, I would therefore suggest that 
the non-official half of the proposed Commission should be^elected, or at all 


" 


events nominated, by such bodies as may be found interested in the workin 
of the Act. $ , 

«« Sir, there are one or two other points in the Bill which also in my opinion 
seem to be deserving of some little attention, . But as these refer to the details 
and not to the principle of the proposed legislation, I think I am bound to 
defer them for a future stage of the Bul, Subject to these remarks, I generally 
approve of the Bill which is before the Council and entirely agree to the motion 
made by the Hon’ble Member in charge of it” 


The Hon'ble Me. Cartyie said :—“ Ihave to deal with one objection 
namely, that the non-official menibers of the Committee should be elected and 
not appointed. I can see great difficulties in the way of securing any system of 
electing members to such a Committee, but if any workable system can be sug. - 
gested it will be considered by the Select Committee aud reported on. I now 
move that the Bill be read” 


The Motion was then put and agreed to, and the Bill was read accordingly. 


The Hon’ble Mr, CARLYLE also moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Horn, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Larmour, the Hon’ble Mr. Apear, the Hon'ble Babu Nalin Behari Sircar, 


and the Mover. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


THE SUNDARBANS BILL, 1904. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hare introduced the Bill to provide for the abolition of 
the office of Commissioner in the Sundarbans, and moved that it be read in 
Council. He said:— 

“J have nothing to add to what I said at the last Meeting of Council. 
‘The matter is perfecti simple and the full reasons for this Bill are explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 1 therefore propose the measure 


without a speech.” " 


The Hon'ble Basu AMBIKA Cmamaw Mazumpar said :—“ All burials, 
whether of men or of measures, ought only to be performed in solemn 
silence. I would therefore silently add my shovelful of earth to bury 
«his Commissioner in the Sundarbans, My only regret is. that had_ this 
mournful ceremony been performed some time earlier, the Government mi 
have been spared the loss, if not also some little humiliation, which it has 
undoubtedly suffered asd a few years back. But let the dead past bury its 
dend, and let us console ourselves with the homely but none the less wise 
-saying—‘ Better late than never. I fully support the Bill which the Hon'ble 
Mr. Hare has introduced, as 1 should have felt no difficulty in agreeing 
him even if he had moved that the Bill be passed at once.” P 


The Motion was then put and agreed to, and the Bill was read accordingly: 
M ; 
A * T * 
" ! — DEC » x: ud d 


be referred to a Select 
, the Hon’ble Mr Collin, 
— and the Mover. 





m Motion was put and agreed to. 

; The Council then adjourned to Saturday, the 28th January, 1905. 
— Caucurra; L. 0, ADAMI, 
| The 10th January, 1905. | Olg. Secretary to the Bengal Council and 


Assistant Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
d Legislative Department, 





. The Caloutta Gazette 


ix vgl auia FEBRUARY 1, 1905. 




















PART IVA. 
Proceedings of the Hengal Legislative Council, 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 





* 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 


* "The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 28th January, 
1905, at 11 am. * 
Present: 


The Hon’ble Sır ANDREW FRASER, x.c.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
' presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. HARE, C.I.E. 

The Hon'ble Mr, K. G. Gurra. 

The Hon'ble Mr. B. L. Gurra. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. O'Kixrzary, Advocate-General of Benge’. 
The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Cortin. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R, W, CARLYLE, C.LE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. D. B. Horn, c.1.E. 

The Hon'ble Mz..L. P. SHIRRES. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. EARLE. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. T. Greer, c.8.1. 

The Hon’ble Basu Buupenpra Nars BASU, M.A., B.L. 

The Hon'ble Basu SarianAM SINGE. 

The Hon'ble Mr. C. F. Larmour. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. A. Arcan. - 

The Hon'ble BABU AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. CHAUDHURI, M.A. 

The Hon'ble Asır Kapr Saryip Wasrr Avi Mirza, of Murshidabad, 
The Hon'ble Rasa BAN Benart Karor, C.8.1. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


* The Hon'ble Mr. CHAUDHARI, the Hon'ble Asır Kapr Satym Wasir Arr 
Mirza, of Murshidabad, and the Hon’ble Rasa Ban Behar Kapur took their & 
. seats in Council. 


| 
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|. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, | 
ALLEGED ASSAULT ON: THE STATION MASTER OF BARUIPUR. Va 
The Hon'ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAzUMDAR said :— 


a) May I invite the attention of Government to two paragra hs in the 









Bengale of the 13th and 16th December last in which it is sta that on or - 


about the 10th idem two Military Officers of Fort Chingreekhal assaulted the 


- Station Master of Baruipur, in the southern section of the Eastern Bengal, State 








Railway, while the latter was on duty, Are the facts stated in the said two 
paragraphs substantially correct? i 


(b) If 80, will the Government be pleased to inquire what action has been 
taken by the Government Railway Police at Sonarpur on the telegraphie infor- 
mation which the Station Master is said to have then and there despatched 
about the occurrence ? 


(c) Ts it also true that the Assistant Station Master and two porters of the 
station were also beaten by the said Military Officers? And will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to inquire if they (the Assistant Station Master and the 
porters), or any of them, lodged any complaint before the Police under 
section 121 of the Railway Act? : 


(d) Will the Government inquire and ascertain what action the Police have 
taken in the matter, the offences being cognizable ones? Were these cases, or 
any one of them, sent up by the Police for trial? If not, why not? Is the 


suggestion correct that the Assistant Inspector-General, Railway “Police, had 
issued orders not to challan these cases? — 


(c) Is it true that the Head-Constable of Sonarpur took down the state- 


‘ments of the two Military Officers concerned? If so, what was their statement ? 
Did they admit or deny the offences charged against thém ? j 


(f) Isit a fact that the District Magistrate of Alipur also caused an 
inquiry to be made into this matter? If so, what was the result of such 
inquiry ? 


(g) Will the Government be pleased to call for all the papers connected 
with this incident and satisfy itself as to whether the cases referred to should 
not be judicially tried and disposed of ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. CanrvrE replied :— 


“The occurrence to which the Hoh'ble Member refers was reported to 
Government on the 12th December, 1904. , 


. «2, Onthe morning of the 10th December last, two Military Officers, 
named Captain Chrystie and Lieutenant Ford, were travelling by train from 


' Diamond Harbour to Calcutta with two servants. en the train arrived at 


Barüipur, the servants, who were in a third-class carriage, prevented some 
assengers from entering théir compartment, An altercation ensued; and the 
tation Master, to whom the passengers complained, ordered the servants to 

alight; and, on their refusing to do so, he proceeded to remove one of them 

from the train by force with the help of some railway employós. The other 
man, who was Captain Chrystie's servant, then ran to the carriage in which his 
master and Lieutenant Ford were travelling and informed them that Lieutenant 

Ford's servant was being assaulted by some natives. Tlie two officers on hearing 

this left their carriage and saw the servant struggling in the hands of five men. 

Lieutenant Ford v up and, in order to rescue his servant, strack at these 

men with a small bamboo cane which he was carrying. — * 


«9. The Station Master of Baruipur reported the occurrence by telegram 


to the Officer in charge of the police outpost at Sonarpur, and also deputed the 
‘Assistant Station Master to lodge a complaint. The Head-Constable in, charge 


‘at Sonarpur mot the train on ifs arrival at thot place, and, as it stopped there. 
j yt * 


4 Qi o 









minutes, he came on with the party to, Calcutta, the Assistant 

ter also —— in the train with them. At Balliaghatta the 
i ion Master and the two officers proceeded to the Kailway Police 
Station, where the former c Lieutenant Ford with committing an assault 
eol itp Master of Baruipur and on à pointsman and a porter. Lieu- 
tenant Ford admitted that he struck at the men who were holding his servant, 


but absolutely denied having assaulted the Station Master, and cited Captain 
stie'ns a witness. 


"4. Tt was found that the porter had a slight mark on the neck, and the 
— a similar mark on the forehead ; and it was proved that they were not 
in uniform at the time they were struck, and that there was nothing to show 
that they were railway employés. It was held, therefore, that no offence under 
section 121 of the Railway Act had been committed, and, as the assault was a 
non-cognizable offence, the informant was referred to the Criminal Courts. 


No complaint, however, was made before the Magistrate by either the Station 
Master, porter or pointsman. The action of the police was approved by the 


Traffic Superintendent, Eastern Bengal State Ka:lway; and Lieutenant Ford 
subsequently wrote to that officer expressing regret for the occurrence, and his 
apology was accepted. : i 

«5. The District Magistrate of the 24-Purganas on hearing of the occur- 
rehce also had an enquiry made, and deputed an Inspector of Police to investigate 
the case. The Inspector submitted a report on the subject, on receipt of which 
the District Magistrate came to the conclusion that the case was non-cognizable, 
and that it lay with the parties concerned to lodge a complaint before the Court 
if they desired to proceed with the matter, As already indicated, however, no 
such complaint was made by any of those concerned. 

“6, The Lieutenant-Governor, before whom the papers were laid, also ` 


“Ponsidered that, as the case was non-cognizable, it was for the aggrieved parties 


to take the initiative in the matter by lodging a compiaint in the manner 
prescribed by law. In these circumstances His Honour was of opinion that it 
was unnecessary for Government to interfere." 


THE PROVINCIAL AND SUBORDINATE CIVIL SERVICES. 


The Hon'ble Basu Buupenpra Nata Basu, in the absence of the Hon'ble 
Basu Nani Benaxt SIRCAR said :— 


" (a) In the ‘concluding sentence of paragraph 2 of the Government 
Resolution No. 5649A., dated the 26th December, 1904, on the subject of recruit- - 
ment of the Executive branch of the Provincial Civil Service and the Subor- 
dinate Civil Service, it is stated that “they (the Government of India) came to 
the conclusion that the system of competitive examination is not a suitable or 
satisfactory system of admission to the Government service in this country. 
The Lieutenant-Governor fully concurs in the opinion expressed by the Govern- 
ment of India in this matter.” Will the Government be pleased to specifically” 
state the data upon which the conclusion referred to in the quotation is based ? 


(b) In the same paragraph it is further stated : —“ Sir John Woodburn replied 

in Mr. Buckland's letter No. 3382A., dated the 3rd August, 1902, that after a 

sifting inquiry he had come to the conclusion that competitive examinations did 
not secure for the Government even the best scholars of the University, and : 
were otherwise unsuitable as a test of qualifications." Will the Government be 
pleased to state (i) the specific points in regard to which the sifting inquiry 
ferred to in the quotation was made, aud (i) the nature and the mode of. 
inquiry instituted ? i 

~~ (e) Will the Government be pleased to loy on the table all pa rs in 

coni E "X with the inquiry that was held forthe information of the Publie ? 








(d) With reference to the 33 appointments by competition (the men at the 
— during the last eleven years (1893 to 1904), referred to in 
agraph 3.of the Resolution quoted above, will the Government be pleased 
state Whether (1) all, and, if not all, (i) how many of them have proved to be 
i » for Government service, and (ji) in what respects have they been . 
ins itable? `" m 


* 





. The Hon'ble Mr. Cartyte replied :— 
“Ty regard to question (a), the Bengal Government considers that the views 
of the Government of India are — — in their Resolution of 
o 


11th March, 1904, on Indian Educational Policy; and the data on which the 
conclusion of the Government of India is based seem to be éléarly enough 
indicated. . " 
. «9, [n regard to question (b), the specific points to which tlie- enquiry 
ordered by the late Sir John Woodburn was directed were: (1) as to whether the 
competitive system appeared to succeed in ensuring that the recruits possessed 
an equipment of any special value, and (2) whether there was reason to believe 
that its —— of the relative merits of the candidates was accurate. 
The method of enquiry adopted mainly consisted in an examination of the 
educational history and qualifications of the successful candidates. Both 
questions were answered in the negative; and it was therefore regarded as: 
unnecessary to maintain a special examination. f ; : 
*9,. In regard to question (c), the Government does not propose to lay 
on (he table the papers connected with that enquiry. 
,*4. In regard to question (d), it is not considered necessary to discuss the 
question as to how many officers appointed under competition have proved 
unsuitable. Unsuitable men wil] no doubt be appointed under any system. But 
it is claimed that success in the University is a better test of general ability 
than success in a special competitive examination," 


' STEAM FERRIES IN THE RIVER HOOGHLY. 
The Hon’ble Basu Buurexpra Natu Basu, in the absence of the Hon’ste , 


* Basu NALIN BEHARI SIRCAR asked :— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to-state what steps are being 
taken to amend the Calcutta Port Act for enabling the Commissioners to 
establish and work the steam-ferries in the river Hooghly ? 


(b) When is the Bill likely to be introduced into the Council ? 


* 


The Hon'ble Mr. Horn replied :—- 


“This Government submitted the draft of a Bill to amend the Calcutta 
Port Act, III of 1890, for the approval of the Government of India some 
months ago. This draft Bill has been amended in accordance with a suggestion 
made by the Government of India. One of the clauses of the draft Bill 
empowers the Port Commissioners to establish and work - steam ferries on the 
Hooghly. As it is —T for the Government of India to obtaiu the 
sanction of the Secretary of State to the proposed legislation, it will not be 
possible to introduce the Bill in this Connell before March.” 


THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCE BILL, 1904. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle moved that the time for the preparation 
of the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the law 
relating to the abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide 
for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, be extended to the 11th 
February next. He-said:— ‘ 

...— * [t was impossible to get replies from all the bodies consulted by to-day, 
so that I must ask for a further extension of time.” ‘ ne 


* 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council then adjourned to Saturday, the 11th February, 1905. 





Cavourra ; — L. C. ADAMI, 


The 31st January, 1905. ' ©- ga Arrange 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal, 





assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 





The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 11th February, 
1905, at 11 a.m. 


- Present: 
. The Hon’ble Sm ANDREW FRASER, x.c.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mz. L. Hane, c.1.F. 
The Hon'ble Mz, K. G. Gurr4. 
The Hon'ble Mz. B. L. Gurra. 
The Hon'ble Mz. P..O'KixzaArx, Advocate-General of Bengal, 
The Hon'ble Mr. R. W. CARLYLE, C.I.E. 
The Hon’ble Mr. D. B. Horn, c.r.E. 
The Hon'ble Mz. L, P. SHIRRES. 
The Hon'ble Mr. A. EARLE, 
The Hon'ble Mr. R. T. Greer, c.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Basu’ BrurENDRA NaTH BASU, M.A, B. L. 
The Hon'ble Basu SaLiGRAM SINGE. 

` The Hon'ble Mr. C. F. Lar{our. 
The Hon'ble Mz. A. A. Arca. 
The Hon'ble BABU AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 

- The Hon'ble Mr. J. CHAUDHURI, M.A. 

~ "The Hon'ble Astr Kapn SAIYD Wasır Arı Mirza, of Murshidabad, 


~The Hon’ble Rasa Bax Beant KAPUR, 0.8.1. m 
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| QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, — 
THE NORTHERN SECTION OF THE EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cuaupuurt asked — ^ 


p Is it a fact that, with a view to cope with the increased traffic. on 
the Northern Section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway and to accelerate the 
speed of the Darjeeling Mail Train, it has been proposed to introduce much 
heavier engines along the line, and' is it the case that work is actually in 
progress, which when completed will reduce the number of bridges and 
culverts along the line and dam up many of the water-courses, such as the 
Narad, etc, in the neighbourhood of the Natore and Gopalpore Railway 
Stations, to save the cost of re-building the bridges and culverts which were 
meant for much lighter traffic, and is it also the caso-that the height of tho 
existing bridges over navigable rivers along the line is being reduced with a 
view to avoid necessary costs of construction of bridges fit for such heavy 
traffic ? 
(P) Having regard to the fact that competent authorities attribute the 
valence of malarial fever and other epidemic diseases in many districts of 
l to, amongst other causes, the obstruction of the natural drainage of the 
* country by Railway embankments, and that malarial fever and cholera have 
been very prevalent along the line, particularly above and below Natore, has 
the Government of Bengal been consulted, and has this Government considered 
whether the scheme of Railway re-construction above referred to will not 
seriously affect the health of the people along the line of the said Railway ? 
(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what profits were made A the 
Northern Section of. the Eastern Bengal State Railway during the*year 1903-04 
and during the last half-year, and how much has been sanctioned for the work 
of re-construction aboye referred to? Will the Government be pleased also to" 
lay on the table a plan of the re-construction showing the existing bridges and 
culverts and the proposed alterations? 


* 


The Hon'ble Mr, Horn replied :— 


“I propose to answer together the questions (a) and (b) which haye been 
asked by the Hon’ble Member. ‘ 
« It is a fact that heavier engines have been lately introduced on the Metre 
. Gauge Section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. ‘The type of engine has 
been selected by the Standardization Committee appointed by the Secretary 
of State and it will in future be adopted on Metre Gauge lines. 
“The girders on the Metre Gauge Section of the Eastern Bengal State 

Railway were constructed many years ago and were designed for lighter loads 

than those permitted by present Standards. The work now in progress on the 

Northern Section has been undertaken in order to strengthen the bridges to 

admit of the unrestricted use of the new Standard Metre Gauge Engines. 

? “While the girders are being altered or renewed, advantage is Taing taken 
to cut out spans which the experience of many- years has shown to be redundant. 
Certain girders are therefore being removed and the openings beneath 
them filled up. There. are 22 bridges containing in all 132 openings. It 
js intended to fill up 31 of these openings; but in no instance will any bridge be 
closed or the passage hitherto provided for cattle or small boats be restricted. 

“No r-courses whatever are to be dammed up or-interfered with; nor 
will the number of bridges and culverts be reduced. . 

“With regard, to navigable rivers the girder alterations will the 
following rivers, viz., the Burral, the Narud, the Godar, the Pgwgul, and 
the Atrai. At the Burral, Godar, and Pangul rivers, the headway of the spans 
used for navigation ie not being interfered with, but in spans not necessary 
to the navigation of the channels the girders are being lowered by 9 to 3 feet. 
At the Burral bridge which consists of 15 spans of 60 feet.one spaju which is 
quite a and dry even in the flood season is being filled up. The Warud river 
has silted up to such an extent as to be useless except for very small\ boats. 1t 
contains two land spans of 40 feet and a centre span of 60 fect. Whe north 
span is quite dry and is being filled up. The centre span is being tered to 
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spans of 30 feet. The south is quite dry; but as a road under 
it it will be retained. The cident o the — bridge are io he Tdierpd 
‘about 3 feet, as the headway originally provided for boats of considerable size is 
not now required. "The Atrai Bridge is being lowered 3 feet with the consent 
» of the District Magistrate. The headway of 15 feet above highest flood level 
is greater than that provided at many more important river crossings on the 
Metre Gauge Section. 7 
'...-* (c).—Separate accounts are not kept for the Northern Section as distinct 
from the other Metre Gauge portions of the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
system, I would refer the Hon'ble Member to the Annual Administration 
Report for the calendar year 1903, Appendix 12, pages 48 and 49. "The 


report for 1904 has not yet been published. The figures for the half-year ' 


ending the 31st December, 1904, are not yet available. ‘The approximate cost 
of the alterations now in progress is Rs. 97,000, which is only. part of a 
fhree years' programme. e estimate for strengthening the girders, which 
amounts to Rs. 2,74,000, has been approved by the Government of India. 

“No general plan of the re-construction has been prepared, as onl 
detailed drawings of the girders for the various bridges are necessary to admit 
of the carrying out of the work." 


. EXPENDITURE ON PLAGUE AND MALARIA. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cravpnunr asked :— 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
! showing the deaths from plague and from malarious fever in Bengal: for 
1900-01, 1901-02, 1902-03, 1903-04 and the money spent out of the public funds 


on measures, precautionary or otherwise, in respect of plague and malarious 


Tever, respectively ? 

The Hon'ble Mr, Surgnzs replied :— 

“ A statement has'been placed on the table showing, for the years referred 
to, the reported deaths from ‘plague’ and ‘fever? How many of the 
deaths under the latter head were due to malaria is not known, but it may be 
mentioned that in Dinajpur Captain Rogers enquired into the cause of death in 
1,000 cases attributed to fever and found that death was due to malaria in only 


318 per cent, of the cases. 
‘The accounts do not completely separate the expenditure on plague, but 
" the information, so far as it is available, is also shown. The expenditure on 
account of malaria cannot be separately given. It would have to include not 
only the cost of producing and distributing quinine but a large part of the 

















‘ wen ge.’ 
WEEE! Statement referred to in the above answer. 
my 1900-01. | 1901-02, | 1902-03. | 1903-04. 
Total deaths from plague oe 71,783(a) 39,181 62,055 61,790 
Total deaths from fever vee | 1,099,087 | 1,587,225 | 1,748,653 | 1,616,795. ' 
pw 
Eu Expenditure on plague. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. 
From Provincial Revenues ..| 3,26,549 | 1,7,44| 72,687] 602050 ` 
2 itds Hanis”. L| 1,300944 96316 |  14973|  7,581(i), 
E^ District Road Funds iy, EG os pes SO 20 2) 
a » ict Road Accounts iF | Nagy) ee Cer A cuis b) 
~ » Municipal Fund oa (0) (c) (c) 28,024 
Eo sone -Calouita Municipal ). 
» Caloutta Municipal Fund 


2,50,147 2,97,002 | 1,052,289 | 1,42,939 " 
H fpaditisn fo these Vere wea 000 deaths; from susplolone plague. 
te Nob N of orders in 95 of the Anuual 
UL OSES cy Dep n pto glor raton el 
© (d) Figures for the first x months only. edi) 
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diture incurred under the heads of ‘medical’ ‘sanitation’ and . 
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SALARIES OF MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 
The Hon’ble Basu AMIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said :— 


It appears from the Financial Statement for the year 1904-05 that a. 
sum of four lakhs of rupees was provided therein for the increase of the 
salaries of Ministerial Officers, and in course of the debate which took place 
upon the Statement on the 16th April, 1904, it was stated on behalf of the 
Government that inquiries had been made and schemes submitted to the 
Government of India in connection with such provision, His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor was further pleased to observe that the matter which had 
his cordial sympathy “will receive the closest attention from the Bengal 
Government during this year." Now that the year is drawing to its close may 
I inquire— 
(a) whether this Government has received the sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India to the schemes above referred to? 
(P) if so, will the Government be pleased to state when these hard. 
. worked and ill-paid ministerial officers are likely to obtain the 
relief contemplated by the above provision ? 
(c) if the Government of India have not yet accorded such sanction, 
will the Government be pleased to inform the Council what the 
schemes are and what further action it proposes to take with a 
view to give effect to them ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Suinres replied : — ‘ 
“ The scheme has not yet been sanctioned. The Government of India 


‘find that there are certain matters to be cleared up before they can submit it 


to the Secretary of State. Government regrets the necessity for delay; for it 
is very desirous of seeing a sound scheme carried through.” 


LEVY OF ROAD CESS AND INCOME.TAX ON NON-AGRICULTURAL LANDS, ETC. 
The Hon’ble Banu Ampixa CnagaN Mazompar asked:— 


(a) Is the Government aware that the value of all A4/, fair, homestead 
and other non-agricultural lands is availed of for the purposes of assessment of 
both the road cess as well as the imcome-tax? And will the Government be 
pleased to consider whether the levying of both these taxes upon the same land 
is or is not illegal and inequitable ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been called to the case of Umed 


: Rasul Shaha Fakir vs. Anath, Bandhu Choudhury decided by the Calcutta 


High Court (Rampini and Gupta, JJ.) and reported in 28 I. L. R. (CaL) 637, 
in which it has been distinctly held that the Board's Rule No. 43 of 1900 
under which the road cess is leviod upon such lands is ultra vires? And 
even apart from this decision, will the Government, in consideration of the 
manifest hardship which it entails on the tax-payers, be pleased to order the 
withdrawal or modification of the said or any subsequent similar rules of the 
Board of Revenue ? . 


The Hon’ble Basu BnuPrxpRA Nare Basv-asked :— | 


(a) Does the Government levy both income-tax and road cess in respect 
of lands where Aáís and mélas are held ? 


(P) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the ruling reported 


„in I. L. R., 28 Cal., p. 637, where the High Court has held that the rule of the 


Board of Revenue directing payment of cess in respect of profits of Ad/» and 
fairs is ultra vires? 


1 
(c) Has the rule abovementioned been abrogated? If not, will the 
Government be pleased to direct that the said rule be withdrawn? 


The Hon'ble Mz. Sumnzs replied :—. 


« ©) It will be seen from section 5(a) of the Income Tax Aet and section 6 
of the Cess Act that the law contemplates the payment both of income-tax 
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end of cesses in respect of rent or revenue derived from land which is not used 
for agricultural poe The Lieutenant-Governor does not regard these 
visions of the law as inequitable, . 
(5) The Board's Rule No. 33 of 1900 which was declared by the ruling of 
the High Court to be ultra vires was, under the advice of the fos) Remem- 
' brancer, su ed by the Board's Revenue Circular No. 2 of March, 1902. 
The High Court ruled that the profits of a mela aro not assessable to Road Cess. 
This had always been accepted by the Board and the assessment animadverted 
upon by the High Court was contrary to the Board's intention. A revised 
circular was issued to make it more clear that only the rent can be assessed to 
Road and Public Works Cesses. The Lieutenaut-Governor does not propose 
to order the modification or withdrawal of their circular." 


EXPENSES OF WITNESSES IN CHIMINAL COURTS. 


` The Hon'ble BAnu ÅMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said :-— 


. May I invite the attention of the Government to tho « Revised rules 
for the payment on the part of the Government of ‘he expenses of the complain- 
ants and witnesses attending the Criminal Courts" passed in 1895? -These 
rules provide diet allowances at the rates of only 2 annas per diem for ordinary 
labouring classes and 4 annas only for Indians of higher rank in life, which in 
these days of high prices all round are hardly sufficient even for an ordinary 
single meal of an individual of tho respective classes for whom these rates are 
intended, and which probably also account to some extent for the unwillingness 
of witnesses in accepting summons of the Criminal Courts. Under the 
circumstances will the Government be pleased to consider the present inade- 
quacy of these rates and revise the aforesaid rules so as to provide a suitable 
rate dm the diet and other allowances of these people? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cantyze replied :— 


“The Bengal Government has already instituted enquiries as to the 
adequacy of the rates now allowed: on account of complainants and witnesses 
attending the Criminal Courts so far as the labouring classes are concerned. 
It will extend its enquiries to the question of the rates allowed to other 
classes,” 


LANDLORDS’ FEKS. 
The Hon’ble Basu Awprka CHaran MAZUMDAR said :— 


_ In reply to my question about the Landlords’ fees held in deposit" 
asked at a meeting of the Council held on the 7th January, 1905, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Earle said that these deposits ‘become the property of Government by 
lapse of time”-and are incorporated with the Provincial Revenues of Govern- 
ment for moeting its ordinary expenditure. 


Will the Government be pleased to state— 


* (a) under what law and by what lapse of time these deposits have 
* become the property of Government? o 
` (6) whether these deposits are not trust property kept in the hand of 
E sn Government by tenants for payment to their landlords, and as 
such are incapable of being forfeited to Government by any lapse 
: of time? : 
F . (c) whether any demand for payment has yet been made by any of the 
ER payees in case of any of the deposits referred to in my’ question 
—. . alluded to above ? y ^ 
(4) will the Government be pleased to take the opinion of its Legal 
“advisers as to whether these deposits have or can legally become 
. the property of Government, and as to whether they are not 
still [atie to be either paid to the landlords or refunded to the 
- tenants when demands may be made by either of them ? j 
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The Hon’ble Mr. EARLE replied :— 


“(1) The question of the Hon’ble Member seems to be based upon a 
misa ension. If he will peruse again the reply which I gave to the 


„question asked at the meeting of this Council held on the 7th January, 1905, 


he will observe that I did not say, as he alleges, that landlords’ fees ‘ become 
the property of Government by lapse of time,’ and thus form part of the 
consolidated revenue of the Provincial Government which is required to meet 
its ordinary expenditure, What I said was that, ‘in so far as these deposits 
become the property of Government by lapse of time, they form part of the 
consolidated revenue of the Provincial Government, which is required to meet 
its ordinary expenditure.’ That reply was given after legal advice had been 


. taken as to the circumstances in which these fees may become the property of 


Government; and the Lieutenant-Governor is not prepared to enter into further 
disquisition on the subject. 


“(2) Government has no information whether any tenant has ever applied 


' for the refund of any money deposited by bim as a landlord's fee. Applications 


are made from time to time by landlords for fees deposited in their favour, and, 
when thoy are found to be valid, payments are made. 

«“(3) Itmay be added that, if it were held that these deposits are money 
held in trust for others by Government, the previous suggestion made by the 
Hon'ble Member on. the 7th January, 1905, that Government should divert 
them for the benefit of District Boards, could not be entertained.” 


THE SUBORDINATE EXECUTIVE SERVICE. 
The Hon’ble Banu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR asked :— + 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showin 
the names, age, race, and the educational qualifications (i. e., whether passe 
the University Entrance, F.A., B.A., or .A. examinations), the past services 
and other recommendations, if any, of each.and all of the persons who have 
been admitted into the Subordinate Executive Service as Deputy Collectors 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors under its recent Resolution No. 5049A., dated the 
26th December, 1904, by which the test of competitive examination for the 
recruitment of such service has been withdrawn? 


The Hon'ble Mr, CanLvrE replied :— 


“No one has yet been admitted into. the: Subordinate Executive Service 
under the Resolution referred to. 1f the Hon'ble Member had read the rules 
annexed to the Resolution, he would have seen ‘that nominations will not be 
received. under its provisions until 1st October next." f 


THE, VICTORIA. JUTE MILLS. 
The Hon’ble Basu Buurenpra Nara Basu asked :— 


Has the Government exempted the Victoria Jute Mill premises of, 
Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co. within the Bhadreswar Municipality from the 
provisions öf Part IX of the Bengal Municipal Act? If not, wi the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state why no latrine-fee has been collected for the said 
Mill premises since first quarter of 1904? Is the Ohairman of the said 
Municipality an employé of the said Company ? 


The Hon’ble Mx. Sumrus replied :— - ! 


“To the first part of the question the answer is in them ative and 
to the third part inthe affirmative, Regarding thessecond part the Govern 
ment has no information. The information may be obtained by means of à 
question at.» meeting of the Municipal Commissioners or from an examination 
of the accounts, which, under section 71 of the Bengal Municipal Act, . 1884, , 
are open to the inspection of any tax-payer." "m. — 
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3 SEPTIC TANKS AT SHAMNAGAR. 
The Hon’ble Banu Brurenbra Natu Baso asked :— 
. Will the Government be pleased to state whether there are septic tamks 
in use at the Shamnagar or Teliniparah Jute Mills of the same Messrs. Thomas 
Duff & Co.? Are these installations situated much nearer to the Palta 


Water-works intake than any other inspected by the Septic Tank Committee ? 
If so, why were not these installations inspected by the said Committee ? 


The Hon’ble Mn, Surrres replied :— 


“The Hon'ble Member must be referred to the Report of the Committee 
for the reasons which governed the selection of the Mills they visited." 


THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle moved that the timo for the preparation of the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Biil to amend the law relating to the 
abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in 
the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the 
extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, be further extended to the 4th 

arch next. He said:— 


“í All the replies havo not yet been received and it is very desirable that 
the Select Committee should not begin work until they all come in,” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


THE SUNDARBANS BILL, 1904. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hare presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to provide for the abolition of the office of Commissioner in. 
the Sundarbans. He said :— 


“The Report requires no remarks from me, It is full and complete in 
itself, so I merely make this application.” 


THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1905, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Earle moved for leave to introduce a Bill to repeal the 
Bengal Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880. He said :— 

*I beg for leave to introduce into the Council the Bengal Repealing 
Act; 1905. As Hon’ble Members will gather from the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, the purport of the Bill is to withdraw the Bengal Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880, from all the areas within which that Act 
is at present in force and to introduce into those areas the Glanders and 
. Farcy Act, 1899. The Bengal Act of 1880 applies, by virtue of section 1, 
. to the town of Calcutta as defined by the notification of the 10th September, 

1877. It has been extended, by orders published under section 14, to 
portions of Howrah, Sonepur, Kalimpong and Barhapur, its application 
limited in the case of the last three places to the periods during 

which fairs are held there. When fhe Bill now under consideration becomes 
law, Act XIII of 1899 will be extended by notification to all those places. 
That Act is gradually being extended to all districts of the Province; and 
it has already been introduced into all the districts of the Patna Division, 
the Sonthal Parganas, Dacca, Burdwan and Hooghly, besides several munici- 


S “The Bengal Act of 1880 has been found in praetice to be wholly 
ineffectual in cliodktüg the spréad of contagious and infectious diseases 


| amo animal In the first place its working depends entirely upon 


the duitiative of the police; and police officers have neither the technical 


‘knowledge to enable them to detect the existence of the diseases referred 


E. s TU ired for coping successfully with them. On the 
efi yag "Aet XIII 1999 specially qualified whole-time 
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officers will be employed to carry out work under the Act under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of the Veterinary Department. In 
the next place, the power of entry and search conferred by section 7 of the 
nin Act is altogether insufficient. That section lays down that an Inspector 

. of Police must have reasonable grounds, for supposing that a horse is 
affected with disease or has lately been so infected before he can make 
a search in any place. This condition alone makes the Act impracti- 
cable, inasmuch as it is only by actual examination that it is possible 
to form an opinion whether an animal is or is not diseased. Sections 5 
and 7 of Act XIII of 1899 give the requisite powers in this respect. 
Thirdly, the Bengal Act makes no provision for dealing with animals 
that have been in contact with diseased horses, This is a serious omis- 
sion which is made good by section ll of the lndia Act. 


“I think that I have said quite enough to show that Act XIII 
of 1899 is superior to the Bengal Act in essential matters. The need of 
introducing it into Calcutta, Howrah and the neighbouring municipalities 
has Yong been recognised as a very pressing want. There is every 
reason to believe that glanders is far more rife than is apparent from 
the statistics yet collected; and even these are sufficiently serious to make 

reventive measures essential. The difficulty of introducing the Act hitherto 

* been the want of funds for the purpose. It has very properly been 
held that it was useless to introduce the' Act into a big city like Caleutta 
until it had been found possible to provide funds for a really efficient 
and trustworthy staff, In this respect it is proposed to follow the exam- 
ple of Bombay city, where the diseases referred to have been suppressed 
without friction owing to the efficiency of the staff employed. In Calcutta 
and its neighbourhood there will be appointed one Chief Inspector, who 
will also be a Veterinary Practitioner, and seven Inspectors, who will 
also be Veterinary Practitioners. These men will work under the imme- 
diate control of the Superintendent of the Veterinary Department at 
Belgatchia, When rules are framed under section 14 of the Act, the rules 
which have worked with conspicuous success in Bombay will be adopted as 
far as practicable. 


«4I would invite attention to section 6 of the Bengal Act. Under 
section 6 of that Act when a hospital for contagious diseases is establish- 
ed in Calcutta, the expenses of the same shall, so far as is necessary, 
be a first charge on the surplus fees levied on the registration of hackney- 
carriages under Bengal Act V of 1866, There was a hospital of this kind 

` im Calcutta up to the year 1901; but in that year it was removed to 
Belgatchia, the Calcutta Corporation consenting to pay a sum of Rs. 15 a. 
month towards the cost of the establishment maintained in ‘connection with 
that institution. It is not thought necessary to retaih this section and. 
the connected sections, inasmuch as there is no prospect of bringing the 
. hospital for contagious diseases back to Calcutta. ` 

“ Lastly, on general grounds, it is very undesirable to retain the Bengal 
Act on the Statute Book on the introduction of the India Act, because. , 
if it were so retained, there would be two co-ordinate agencies working 
under different Acts in the same area, viz. the police working under the 
Commissioner of Police under the former Act —J— the Special Inspectors 
working under the Superintendent of the Veterinary Department under the 
latter Act. These are all the remarks that I consider it necessary to make 

* on the present occasion." ` 


The Motion was put and agreed to. ř 
The Hon'ble Mr. Earle introduced the Bill and moved that it be read in, 


Council, 
UN The Motion was put and agreed to, and the Bill was read accordingly. - 
; The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 4th Marth, 1905. | 
d ó r i rod 2 —* 
ca Cavourra; | LC. ADAML i 
The 14th February, 1905. Oly. Secretary to the Bengal Counoil. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Counctls Acts, 1861 and 1892, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 4th March, 


1905, at 12-50 p.m. 
Present: 


The Hon'ble Sm ANDREW FRASER, K.c,8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 
The Hon’ble Mr. L, Hare, C.LE. 
The Hon’ble Mr, K. G. GUPTA. 
'The Hon'ble Mz. B. L. Gurra. 
The Hon'ble Mr. P. O'Kixrarx, Advocate-General of Bengal. 
"The Hon'ble Mr. E. W. CoLLIN, 
The Hon'ble Mr. R. W. CARLYLE, C.I.E. 
The Hon'ble Mr. W. A. Ivatis, 
The Hon'ble Mr. L, P. SHIRRES. 
The Hon'ble Mr. A. EARLE. 
. The Hon'ble Mr. R. T. Greer, C.8.1. 
! - Pho Hon’ble Baby Katt Papa GHOSH, M.A. B. L. 
The Hon'ble Basu BHUPENDRA NATH BASU, M. A., B.L, 
.' The Hon'ble Banu Satroram SINGH. 
"The Hon’ble Mr. C. F, LagwoUR. 
The Hon'ble Mr, A. A. Aroak. 
The Hon'ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 
` . The Hon'ble Mr. J, CHAUDHURI, M.A. 
Er pO The Hon'ble Asır Kapr Satyr Wastr Aut Mieza, of Murshidabad, 
» The Hon’ble Rasa Bax BEHARI KAPOR, c.8.1. 
NEW MEMBER. 
Hon'ble Mz. Ixctas took his seat in Council, 
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| QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
à DREDGING OF THE BHAGIRATHI RIVER. 


The Hon’ble Asr Kang Sari». Wasir Arı Mirza asked :— 
(a) Is the Government going to take any steps, without further delay, 
for using dredgers for the improvement of the river Bhagirathi and Hooghly, 
as it has recognised the miserable condition of the river during the dry season ? 

(5).Does the Government consider that the necessity for the use of 
dredgers has ceased owing to the facility of communication likely to be secured 
by the opening of the Ranaghat-Katihar line? | . 

(c) Does not the Government consider it desirable and necessary to remove 
the existing shoals and to secure a ravigable channel with current throughout 
ihe year for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the large tracts 
through which the river runs ? 1 : 

4) Does not the Government share the views of experts who believe that 
the Port of Caleutta would be materially prejudiced if the channel of the 
Bhagirathi and Hooghly be not properly improved and maintained? = 

` (e) Is the Government aware that the merchants and traders carrying on 
inland trade prefer carrying their articles by river to railway, and does notthe 
Government believe that, —— tne facilities of connection to be had 
by the opening of the Ranaghat-Katihar line, the river traffic would increase to 
a considerable degree if the Bhagirathi-Hooghly river be made navigable 
throughout the year ? 

(f) If the Government be not prepared to make use of dredgers for 
improving the channel, would the Government be pleased to direct its officer 
in charge of the Nadia Rivers Division to make more extensive use of 
corrugated iron sheets and sál posts in the Bandel works instead of bamboo 
mats and bamboo posts ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ixarts replied :— 
* It will be convenient if I answer questions (a), (b) and (c) together. 


. “ The proposal to keep the Bhagirathi open for navigation throughout the 
ear by means of large suction dredgers has never been seriously contemplated 
y this Government. Admitting that the scheme were practicable from an 

engineering point of view it would certainly be prohibitive on account of its 

at cost; and in view of the large expenditure which will shortly be incurred 
in the development of the railway systems near the river, it is highly 
improbable that the Government of India would sanction further expenditure 
in order to increase still further the means of communication with Calcutta for 
the Ganges traffic, 


“ A project for establishing direct water communication between Madaree- 
ore and Khulna has recently been submitted to the Government of India 
or sanction. In the estimate provision is made for the purchase of a large 

suction dredger. If the estimate is approved by the Secretary of State it will 
be possible to have the machine landed in India in the course of next year. 
It is the intention of Government to experiment with this dredger in remov- 
ing the extensive shoal which has formed at the entrance of the Bhagirathi: 
should the experiment prove successful there is. reason to believe that a good 


supply of fresh water will be assured in the upper parts of the river during. 


the hot weather months. 
“ The answer to (d) is in the negative, —— 
* (e) It is not the experience of this Government that merchants and traders 
ceca carrying their-articles by river to railways. Since the Bengal-Nagpur 
ailway and the South Bihar Railway came into competition with the Orissa 
Canals, the Orissa Coast Canal, the Mi re and the Sone Canals, the receipts 
from tolls in these canals have decreased by fifty per cent. 


. "(f) An experiment was made last year to train the shoals in the Nadia 
edd using corrugated iron sheets instead of mats in the preparation of the 


“It has been decided not to continue the experiment as the results obtained 
were not commensurate with the cost incurred.” : 


REDUCTION OF THE TRAFFIC STAFF ON THE EASTERN BENGAL STATS 

(0 RAILWAY. | uec 

The Hon'ble Basu Awnrxa Cuaran Mazompar asked:— ———— 
a) Has the attention of the Government been called to two | 
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was in contemplation to 
Eastern Bengal State 
consulted in the matter? And before 
hly 
ect 
un- 


traffic on this Railway and 
pleased to consider the propriety of 


extending the double lines from Poradah to Rajbari ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ixcus replied :— 
"(a) No general reduction of traffic staff on the Eastern Bengal State 


Railway has 


been earried out or is contemplated; but from time to time the 


traffic staff at the various stations on the system is adjusted by responsible 


officers to the strength which is considere 
and efficient working of the traffic, 


“Settlement of the details of the traffic 
is entrusted by Government to the Manager 


* (b) No special risks 
Rajbari single line, 
now ever passes over it," 


are entailed 


d by them to be necessary for the safe 


staff to be employed at each station 
of the Railway. 


in working the traffic on the Poradah- 


and the line is capable of dealing with a heavier traffic 


INCOME-TAX IN THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL FOR 1901-1905. 


The Hon’ble Basu Amsa Cuaran MAZUMDAR asked :— 


Will the Government be pleased 


to call for and lay on the table a 


"statement containing the following particulars regarding the assessment of 
 ineome-tax in each district for the years 1901-1902, 1902-1903, 1903-1904 


and 1904-1905, in the subjoined or any other form that may be found 


convenient ? :— 


Name of district— 
1. Number of assessees with income not 
Rs. 500, but less than Rs. 750 
2. Number of assessees with income nof, 
Rs. 750, but less than Rs. 1,000 
3. Number of assessees with income not 
4. Number of assessees with income not 
Rs. 1,250, but less than Rs. 1,500 
5. Number of assessees with income not 
Rs. 1,500, but less than Rs, 1,750 
6 


. Number of assessees with income not 
t Rs. 1,750, but less than Rs. 2,000 


Total Income-tax assessed for the year in each 


distriot des 


. Name of district— 


Rs. 1,000, but less than Rs. 1,250 


1901-02, 1902-03, 


less than 
less than 


less tha 


less than 


less than 


less than 


| | 


1904-06. 


* 1. Number of assessees with income not less than 


s* 7 = > Rs. 1,000, but less than Rs. 1,250 


2. Number of assessees with income not less than 


i Rs. 1,250, but less than Rs. 1,500 £ 

8. Number of assessees with income not less than 

: Rs. 1,500, but less than Rs. 1,750 
— 4 Number of assessees with income not less than 
INE Rs. 1,750, but less than Rs, 2,000 


Total Income-tax assessed for the year in each 
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eds, ej era? 


~The Hon'ble Mr. Sumavs replied :— 

. st t giving the information as ; : 

; 1001-1902, 1902-1903 and 1903-1904 has been laid upon the table. . 
os for 1904-1905 are not yet available.” uw , 


asked for by the Hon'ble Member for 

































98. et h in 
mrita Bazar Potrika of the 17th February, 1905, in hich, Me ped 
iat over three thousand workmen have siruck work at the Government Shell 
. Factory at Cossipore? Is it true, as stated in the said paragraph, that the 

. strike is due to the factory authorities having extended the working hours, from ' 
- 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., to 7-15 A.M. to 8-15 P.M.? If so, will the Government be 
_ pleased to inform the Council what action it has taken or proposes to take with 

a view to pacify the strike ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Eanrz replied :— 


“ The attention of Government had not been drawn to the — 
in question when the Hon'ble Member put his question, Inasmuct as the 
Government Shell Factory at Cossipore is administered by the Goverument 
of India through the Director-General of Ordnance, the Lieutenant-Governor 
confined himself to ascertaining that the strikers returned to work after 
two days and that the public peace was in no way endangered.” 


RAILWAY LINE BETWEEN GOTALPUR AND SERAJGANJ. * 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cuavpuunr asked :— 


B Will the Government be pleased to state what is being done with. 
regard to the proposed railway between Gopalpur and Serajganj ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ixcrts replied :— 


R “A survey and estimate for a line from near Gopalpur to Serajganj 
have been completed. The line would be 49} miles long to the town of Seraj- 
nj, and, on the broad gauge, is estimated to cost 62 lakhs of rupees. An 
investigation has also been made during the present cold season of the possibility 
of extending the line to opposite Jaganathgunge, the terminus of the Dacca 
system of railways. An estimate of the cost of such an extension is now under 
preparation.” j ‘ 
` RETURNS OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN THE DISTRICTS OF JESSORE AND NADIA 
i AND IN THE SUB-DIVISION OF, NATORK FOR 1901-- 1906. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cuaupuurt asked :— 


: Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a tabular 
3 sstatement giving for the years 1901-1902, 1902-1903, 1903-1904, 1904-1905, 
n the births and deaths (and in the case of the latter, showing in separate columns 
those due to fever and cholera and the total number of deaths and the rate 
‘ er mille) in the district of Jessore; in such important places in the district of 
PA adia, as Krishnagar, Navadwip, Sautipur, Meherpur, Chakdah, Kushtea, 
- * ^ Kumarkhali and in the Sub-division of Natore in the Rajshahi Division, all of 
Ae . which showed a decline of population at the last census ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Sutrkes replied :— 


A statement which contains the” information asked for by tho Hon'ble 
Mexmbor bas been laid upon the table," - 
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HE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. —— 
The Hon'ble Mz. Carty presented the Report of the Select Comi- 
mittee on the Bill to amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances 
arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in the town and suburbs of 


Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the extension thereof to other 
areas in Bengal. He said: — 


“Government propose to take up the discussion of the Bill on the 25th o 
this month,” ; 


THE SUNDARBANS BILL, 1904, 


The Hon'ble Mr, Hare moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to provide for the abolition of the office of Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans be taken into consideration. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon'ble Mg. Hare also. moved that the clauses of the Bill be consid- 
ered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clauses 3 and 4. 


The Hon’ble Mg. CuaupHuri moved that clause 4 of the Bill be omitted. 
He said :— 


* Having regard to the comprehensive character of clause 3 of the Bill 
ss settled in Committee, clause 4of the same seems to me to bea superfluity. If 
all the powers and functions that were formerly vested in, and exercised by, the 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans are now to be vested in, and exercised by, the 
Collector of a district, iv goes without saying that any reference to the said 
Commissioner in the existing leases, agreements and amalnamas will be 
interpreted by the Law Courts as referring to the Collector. A reference to the 
terms of the leases will show that there need be no ‘apprehension on this 
account. 


* But before referring to the leases I would point out that if clause 4 
stood in its present form it might give rise to difficulties of the very nature 
which it is its object to remove. This clause says that in respect of written 
instruments relating to land in the Sundarbans, all references to the * Commis- 
sioner in the Sundarbans? will be construed as referring to a Collector. The 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans had also other duties. For instance, Regula- 
tion IX of 1816 placed him in charge of the Akbari Mahal, and the Report of 
Select Committee purports to transier his powers and functions in this respect 
as well to the Collector. In exercise of such functions he might have to 
execute written instruments, such as the Granting of licenses, &c. Written 
grants of this kind would not surely fall within the category of ‘ written 
instruments relating to land.’ 


“ The expression ‘relating to land’ goes to restrict the scope of the inter- 
retation clause considerably. A similar expression, viz., ‘disputes relating to 
and’ in the Code of Criminal Procedure has given rise to a great deal of 

litigation and legal interpretation; and, if possible, I would avoid such 
expression in an interpretation clause. Supposing the Commissioner in the 
Sundarbans had to lease out fisheries or grant license for cutting wood, 

thering wax and honey, collecting shells, &c., grants of this kind made 
in writing would not surely be classed as instruments relating to land. In 
case if such documents or other agreements or contracts, which may not 
relate to land, are forthcoming, any reference therein to the Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans ought surely to refer to the Collector. The Hon’ble Mr. Collin 
mentions in his note, on this Bill that besides the leases referred to by him, 
there may be other deeds and documents which he has not been able to trace. 
But under the present limitations of clause 4, question may arise as to whether 
reference to the Commissioner in such instruments will refer to the Collector. 
‘The three instances of powers reserved to the Commissioner in the Sundarbans 
in the cultivation, the Aowladari leases or amalnamas would, as a matter of course, 





be ist 
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powers within their local jurisdiction both 










= _„ “For instance, in cultivation leases it is provided that in cases of boun 
lisputes between lessees of adjoining plots, the dispute is to be submitted rd 
decision of ‘the officer ae the powers of the Commissioner of the 
š for the time being Now after clause 3 becomes law these words 
would unmistakeably and unquestionably point to the Collector within his local 
ares as Ame such powers, I am sure that the Hon'ble Members will 
. agree that if there be any —— of the existence of any written instru- 
— other than those relating to nd, it would be better to drop clause 4 

together. 


The Hon'ble Mr, O'Krxrary said :—“ —I regret I am unable to support 
amendment proposed by the Hon'ble Mr. Chaudhuri. It seems to me that 
e eee of that amendment by the Council will be lacing upon the words 
of the third clause a greater strain than they could dei The Regulation 
which it is the object of this Bill to repeal by the second section vested certain 
— in the Commissioner, and these are tbe words of section 2, Regulatiort 
X of 1816: “The Commissioner shall be vested with all the duties, powers 
and autbority which have been or may be exercised by the Collectors of Land 
Revenue (including the charge of the Abkari Mahal) under the rules and 
regulations which may have been or may be enacted.’ 


. „ “As I have said, it being the object of this Bill to repeal this Regulation, 
it became necessary to restore those powers which had been given to the 
Commissioner of the Sundarbans to the officers from whom they had been 
taken, and that is what clause 3 proposes to do. It follows the words of 
section 2, which confer pros on the Commissioner of the Sundarbans under 
the Regulation of 1816, and enacts that: ‘All the powers and functions 
heretofore vested in and exercised by the Commissioner in the Sundarbans in 
any district shall henceforth be vested in and exerciseable by the Collector 
. of that district.’ 


“There were duties other than those I have mentioned which the Commis- 
sioner of the Sundarbans had to perform, and they were what might be called 
the duties of an arbitrator, that is to say in granting leases, ama/namahs and 
other documents concerning the leasing of land in the Sundarbans there were 
provisions to prevent unnecessary resort to litigation in cases of disputes and to 
p also resort to ang force iin cases of persons disputing about the 

undaries of their holdings. There was always a clause in these leases that the 
settlement of disputes which might occur, if they did occar, between neighbouring 
landholders, should be referred to the Commissioner of the Sundarbans for 
is decision. In acting in this way under powers which are not given by 
-the law but acting merely in the position of a private arbitrator owing to an 
agreement between the different parties it seemed to the Select Committee — 
and I think rightly—that this was a class of matters which was not dealt with 
by clause 3, because as I say in this latter class of cases the Commissioner of 
the Sundarbans is in the position of a private individual and. not in the 
Position of a public officer having statutory powers, 


“The Select Committee therefore thought it necessary to deal with this 
class of duties of the Commissioner of the Sundarbans and give those powers to 
the Collector, because itis of the greatest possible importance that the powers 
which were exerciseable by the Commissioner should be exercised by somebody 
else, as otherwise the result would be that the landholders in the Sundarbans 
would be either driven to physical force for the purpose of settling their 
disputes, or to litigation which might mean to them ruin. In that view the 

"Select Committee drafted the fourth clause in this way :— 
itten instrument relating to land in the Sundarbans exeouted prior tó tho 
ee Semel ot this Ax, all —— “the Commissioner in the Bundar » shall 
be construed as referring to the Collector of the district in which the land or any part of it. is 
situated. 

“The matter has been enquired into, and I understand there are no docu- 
|. ments or deeds other than those in connection with laud in the Sundarbans, and 
_ the duties cast upon the Commissioner of the Sundarbans are wholly within this 

Section, The Select Committee therefore confined themselves to the 
- question of land in the Sundarbans, because if one makes a section so wide 
. 85 to make it indeterminate, it is not merely a flaw in — but it becomes 

inger. There may be some of these leases which cover lands extending 
than the borders of a neighbouring district, and if it were left that the 
the district should be substituted merely for the Commissioner of the 
leases in which the land extends over the boundary of a district 
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it would be indeterminate, and one could not — was tl 
exercise jurisdiction. To avoid that difficulty the Select Committee thot 
that the words ‘in which the land or any part of it is situated’ must be put ir 

The Collector of each district may have jurisdiction, In all — 


the dispute arises in a portion of the land which is within a certain 
it will be the Collector of that district who will exercise jurisdiction, 
«Therefore I submit that clause 4 of the Bill deals with matters which 
are foreign to clause 3, and to abolish clause 4 and leave clause 3 to do the 
functions of both clauses would, as I say, put upon it a strain which the 
words of the clause would not bear.” 


4 


52 
The Hon’ble Mn. Hare said:—‘‘I agree with the Hon’ble Mr. O'Kinenl- 
that it is necessary and desirable to retain clause 4, partly for the reasons which 
have been given in the Report of the Select Committee, and for the further 
reason that there may be agreements in which the Commissioner of the Sundar- 
bans may be mentioned as an arbitrator in a quasi-private capacity. I think 
therefore it is necessary that we should retain clause 4, and l oppose the 
amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Baurenpra Nata Basu said :—“ I support the learned 
Advocate-General.in the contention he has submitted to the Council. Section 
8 of the Select Committee’s Report deals with uhe powers and functions of the 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans—powers and functions which he ma 
emphasise or which may be vested in him under any Statute, and section 4 deals 
with documents in which the Commissioner of the Sundarbans is referred to 
either in a private capacity or in a quasi-public capacity and in which he 
exercises powers and functions not devising them by Statute, but under agree- 
ment. I think it might lead to a great deal of difficulty and confusion if section 
4 as drafted by the Select Committee were omitted, The only objection that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri has to this section is that it ix superfluous ; but on the 
other hand the omission of it may give rise to great difficulties, and in that 
view I would humbly submit that the recommendation of the Select Committee 
with regard to this section may be accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Basu Karr Papa Gnmosu said: — Although I fully agree 
with the Hon'ble Mr. Chaudhuri that the word ‘land’ as used in clause 4 of 
the Bill may give rise to controversy, I cannot go so.far as to say that the 
clause should be omitted, and I agree with the Advocate-General, for the 


reason stated by him, that the retention of clause 4 is necessary.” 


The Hon’ble Ma. Cuavpxurt, in reply, said :—'* I beg to correct the Hon'ble 
Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu when he says that my only objection to clause 4 
is that it is superfluous. I did not simply sa that it was superfluous, but I 
urged for its omission also because of the limited nature of the expression 
‘instrument relating to land.’ It does not cover eneral agreements and 
contracts. If there were none of that kind, 1 — not press my objection; 
but if there be any —and we are not sure whether that is the case or not—it 
would be rather risky to have clause 4 in its present form.” j 


The Motion was then put and lost. 


The Hon'ble Me, Caavpuver also moved that clause 3 of the Bill be 
amended as follows and that clause 4 be omitted :— ^ 
All the powers and funotions heretofore vested in, and exercised by, the Commissione? 
in the Sundarbans in any district shall henceforth be vested in, and exerciseablé by the 
Collector of that district, and in every written instrument all references to the Commissioner 
in the Sundarbans shall b» construed as referring to the Collector. er: : í 
He said:—“ 1 have already given my reasons for regarding clause + as if 
stands now as being of very restricted operation, limited as it is in regard to 
written instruments relating to land, I think, therefore, that if it be 
desirable to retain it, it, would be better to read the two together as above. 
Inthe amendment I propose, clause 4 has been tacked on to clause 3 v! 
-certain omissions. The expression < relating to lau 
widen the scope of the interpretation clause. |. 
No, i Lj ( Jo lect or of the di 
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whom all the powers and functions heretofore vested in, and exercised by 
the Commissioner in the Sundarbans is to be exercised within whose local area 
any boundary disputes arise, he will surely be the officer who would arbitrate 
with regard to such boundary disputes, If the boundary extends to the 
.jurisdietion of another Collector, either of them or both may arbitrate by 
arrangement. If we go on reading clause 4 into clause 8 thus ‘and in every, 
written instrument! without limiting the expression ‘written instrument’ 
to land, then it would include agreements, contracts, deeds or documents 
, of every kind, and in such written instruments all references to the Commis. * 
sioner in the Sundarbans will be construed as referring to the Collector. In 
putting clause 3 in the form in which I have, I think it will cover the inter- 
pretation clause and at the same time obviate the diffienlties that may arise 
from limitfng clause 4 to written instruments relating to land," 


* 


The Hon'ble Mr. O’Kineaty said :—-“ I regret that I cannot support 
the present amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri. The first objection that + 
Ihave to the amendment he now proposes is this, I explained in the ' 
observation which I made on the previous amendment that the subjects of 
clause 3 and clause 4 as they now stand are entirely different and distinct 
and have nothing to do oné with the other, What the Hon'ble Member 
proposes to do is to mix those clauses together, that is to say, to make 
. one clause deal with two different description of matters instead of ‘having 
them dealt with separately as they are in the present Bill. ‘That is to my * 
mind a flaw in the proposed amendment which will prevent my supporting 
it, 
“But there is also this, The proposed amendment nécessitates that the 
words of section 3 as they now stand should be made to support the 
' provisions of clause 4 which relato to entirely different matters, Thut I think 
1s another flaw whieh shows that the present manner —that is, the manner 
in which the Select Committee have dealt with these two ¢lauses—is 
preferable to that proposed by the Hon’ble Member. 


“<Thero is another matter also in which this clause is ambiguous,-and that is 
with reference to leases of land extending over two districts. There is no 
provision which covers this at all, and the Hon’ble Member has had to resort to 
an elaborate argument for ihe purpose of supporting his view. I think it is 
desirable to avoid any such necessity, and that it is better to make the sections 
plain and distinct as to what they are intended to mean, z 
* There is another matter with reference to this amendment which I think * 
' makes it dangerous. So far as is known the only matters to which clause 4 
can apply are matters and incidents dealing with land. No ‘other are 
known in which the powers of the Commissioner of the Sundarbans are 
exerciseable in a private manner, and if that be the case it seems to me that 
it would be wrong to unnecessarily widen the language and make it so 
indefinite that it would be impossible to My to what it did refer. The 
language which is used in the section as drafted by the Select Committee 
deb nih the circumstances so faras they are known, and I should think 

_ that it would be dangerous to widen the section in any way so as to deal 
with matters which, so far as is known, do not exist.” 


* 


The Hon'ble Mr. Haxe said :—‘‘ I must oppose the present amendment. I 
i ving retained clause 4 of the Bill, it fully fulfils the purposes that we 
intend. The amendment proposed would be too vague even if it could be 
adopted for other reasons. If an instrument does not relate to land, it i- difficult 
to say what Collector would. be applied to in view of the fact that there are * 
+ Collectors; but in poy case I am bound to opposo this amendment because 
prefer the clause in the Bill before us.” — . 


fe "ble Basu Katt Papa Gmosu said :—‘ In discussing the previous 
à mm the Advocate-General said, if I understood him 
y, that the words ‘allinstruments relating to land in the Sundarbans 7 
to the subject-matter of land and nothing else. Whether that would be 


* 






THEN TEN OS 
43497 we AE Sa, 


á 


“a4 _ THB OALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAROH 8, 1905. 


— IEE — — — : 
Ni scenes ONT ETT UTR 
e ! m ? VE ay 
t , 
QA eL 
» r K 


" , " a j 
so oF not is not quite certain, but 1 do not think any useful purpose would be 
served by tacking clause 4 to clause Sas has been proposed by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Chaudhuri, and F regret I am not in favour of the amendment proposed by | 
Mr, Chaudhuri." iia i A 


The Motion was then put and lost. 


The Hon'ble Basu AMBICA ORARAN Mazvupar moved that the words 
‘land in” after the words “relating to" in clause 4 of the Bill be omitted; . 
and that for tne words and expression “land or any part of it” in the said 
clause the words and expression “subject-matter of such instrument or any 
part thereof” be substituted. He said :— 


«I had the privilege of hearing the Hon’ble Advocate-General 1n advance 
of my amendment, and yot I must confess Iam not quite satisfied, and conse- 
ag I am under the necessity of moving the amendment. The reason for 
the amendment is quite obvious. The clause as it stands refers simply to land, 
and there is no doubt about it. This, Sir, seems to me to be neither clear nor 
exhaustive. There may be instruments relating not only to land but also to 
water, to the gathering of wax or to the cutting of timber or relating to any 
other produets o! the forest, which have always been abundant in the Sundar- 
bans. ‘The Horn'ble Mr. Collin, who ought to be taken as an authority in this 
matter, himself says there may exist similar cases in some of the old leases or 
deeds, but that he has not been able to trace any, añ the leases generally refer 
to the * Commissioner in the Sundarbans or other officer appointed by Govern- 
ment. No doubt the Hon'ble Advocate-General has told us that all the instru- 
ments that exist refer only to land, but I am unable to persuade myself to 
believe that ever sinc» the beginning of the last century we have had 
instruments relating ouly to land. 

“As a matter of fact it may not be unknown to many persons who 
actually know about the working of the Sundarbans that there were leases 
of various other kinds, namely, for cutting timber ; there might have been 
leases for-gathering wax and so forth. 'l'o:say that there are no other 


. instruments would, I believe, -be going to the region almost of prophecy. I 


i 
* 


should have liked to have heard some o the Hon'ble Members of this Council 
who have access to these records to say that there were none; in fact I find that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Collin says that he has not been able to trace out other docu- 
ments; in fact it would be impossible to trace out all of them. This is me a short 
time ago, and I do not know what flood of knowledge or information nas been 
thrown amongst us to enable usto say that there are no other leases. Suppos- 
ing even that there are none: do we ask too much to be more precise and more 
careful? In this matter, in fact, Your Honour will find that clause First of 
section 13 itself notices some ot these various kinds of instruments, such as 
gathering wax and so forth. In this state of uncertainty I think we woul 
be acting more wisely in making the clause more general in its application 
instead of restricting it simply to instruments relating to land only. : ; 

‘Jt has not been contended, nor do I think will it be contended, that any 
shelter will be sought to be taken under the General Clauses Act, for neither in 
the Government of India General Clauses Act nor in the Bengal General Clauses 
Act is there any definition of the word ‘land.’ The only definition of ‘land 
that we find is in the Interpretation Act, 52 & 53 Vict., cap. 63, but even 
there the definition is not wide enough to cover the kind of interest, or rather 
privilege, to which 1 have referred. Besides, if in the face of section 10 of the 
Bengal Genoral Clauses Act we found it expedient to provide this clause, I do 


* not understand how we can be quite free from ‘apprehension that we may 


not be misunderstood, and. that difficulties may not —— 
question relating to any instruments other than that of land shoald come — 
up for consideration, and it seems to me that when we have undertaken 
to settle all doubts, a whole measure would be better than a half measure. 
Where is the difficulty in making the clause more general? - 

“I do not, of course, understend the Hon'ble Advoonte-General to men! 
that simply because the Select Committee has brought it in this fashion therefore 
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it ought to be maintained. The Rive is, we are going to amend the law, and 
a 


if we see that the use of certain other words wou ke it more general so as 
to cover a much larger area than might be cov by the words settled by 
the Select Committee, I do not. see there ought to he any difficulty in 
accepting it, at all events as a precautionary measure against all possible 
contingencies. With these observations, I beg to place the amendment before 
the Council.” 


. The Hon'ble Mr. Hane said :—'* I must oppose this amendment. . I think 
no case has been made out for extending clause 4 so as to cover all written . 
instruments, and I therefore think the clause may stand as it is in the Bill now 
befcre the Council.” . , 


The Hon'ble Mr. Eare said:—I should like to point out that the 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans could only act as an arbitrator in his private 
capacity or in a semi-private capacity by permission of the Board of Revenue, 
"I'he Board gave him that pernission under certain forms of leases that are 
given in the Waste Lands Manual. Those forms of leases refer entirely to land, 
‘and not to water, timber or any other article. It seems to me, therefore, tó be 

uite unnecessary to widen the scope of the section in the manner proposed by 
the Hon'ble Babu Ambica Charan —— 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cotman said:— As the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan 
Mazumdar has referred to me as an authority in such flattering terms, I would 
only soy that in the letter in which I raised the point on which clause 4 was 
added, I referred to certain forms of leases which are in existence and which 
are to be found under the Waste Land Rules and in which certain power is 
given to the Commissioner in the Sundarbans. I also said that there may 
be some other agreements which I had not been uble to trace, I referred then 
entirely to agreements with reference to land. The different conditions under 
which grants have been given in the Sundarbans have varied considerably 
since the Commissionership was appointed,'and at one time the Commissioner 

"wüs'a much greater man than he is now, and my impression is that in. some of 
the old leases referring especially to revenue-free lands on Saugor Island, I 
have seen a reference to the Commissioner in the Sundarbans as being given 

wer to decide certain disputes. It was entirely with reference to those 
matters that I wrote my letter which has been referred to, and I had not in 
my mind any reference to any other forms cf agreements, such as for collection 
of wax or fisheries. Those matters are entirely dealt with by the Forest 
Department. So far as any land has been settled by the Commissioner in the 
Sundarbans it has been settled with the proprietors without any reservations. 
Any other land which remains unsettled is under the Forest Department either 

-as a Reserve forest or as a Protected foregt, and the rules of the Forest 
Department govern all the arrangements for collection of revenue.” 


. "The Hon’ble Basu Katt Papa Guost said:—‘I confess I have no practical 
experience of the working of the Sundarbans forests; but taking u common- 

- sense view of the matter I should say, Sir, the amendment proposed by the 
- Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar ought to be accepted. Although it 
may be the fact that in instraments that have been already executed in 

- eonnection with the Sunderbans oy land forms the subject-matter of such 
instruments, it may so happen that in future leases something other than land or 


anything connected with forest may be treated in such instruments, and to 
^ eed difficulties in this connection it would be “desirable to accept the 


- amendment proposed by my friend. -Ido not see any harm in doing so, because - 
all that it a is ff cover instruments that may relate to matters other ` 
` han land, and I think it would be wise to accept such amendment." 
* 


- he Hon’ble Mr. Sureres said: —^ I venture to think that it was incumbent 
‘on the Hon’ble Member to produce proof of the existence of some documents 


[cos ‘udicially affected by the propósed legislation. It is neither 
| Sole duca e neh io Tagliata an aion. possibilities, It is the 


variable practice to confine ourselves, when legislating, to ascertained facts." ` 








i The Hon'ble Banu Buurenpra Natu Basu said :—“ If my friend, the Hon’ble 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, were able to cite cases or instances in which 
leases relating to things other than land were dealt with or referred to I should 
have had no hesitation in supporting his amendment; but when I find that the 
officers, who are ree qr responsible for the administration of the tract 


"known as the Sundarbans, do not themselves want any such provision as my 

friend suggests, I do not think it is desirable on the part of non-official Members 

. of this Council and having no part in the administration’ of this tract to 

press the amendnient which is not wanted by those who are responsible fcr the 

administration of tha? part, and in that view I do not see my way to support 
. the amendment of the Hon'ble Member.” AA 


The Hon'ble Basu Ausrka Cuaran*Mazomnar, in reply, said :— I will only 
make one observation with reference to the remarks which have just falien from 
my triend, the Hon'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu. I do not admit that there 
is any difference between official and non-official Members in the consideration 
of any Bill, It is as much the interest of the official as the non-official Members 
to gee that laws are made so as to be satisfactory in dealing with every possible 
case that may arise, and the responsibility for this will rest as much with us as 
with the official Members, I have already stated my views in support of the 
amendment, but I am asked to cite instances in order to convince Hon'ble 
Members as to the propriety of my amendment. The fact is that my amendment 
only aidsin dealing with possible contingencies. As I havé already said, not 
that there aro aetual instances which I can cite, but what I mean to say is that 
instances might arise which might throw us into difficulties, and it is with that 
view that I propose my amendment, I have nothing further to add." 


The Motion was then put and lost. 


New Clauses. 


The Hon’ble Mz. Cnmaupnum, by leave of the Council, withdrew the 
following motion of which he had given notice, namely :— * 


That the following clause be inserted after clause 3 of the Bill :—- 
*4. In clause Second of section 13 of the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment (Resumed 
Lands) Regulation, 1828,— . 
(a) for the words ‘Commissioner of the Sundarbans’ and ‘Commissioner’ the 
words * Deputy Collector’ shall be substituted ; and | 
(b) for the word * Commissioner's,' in both places in which it occurs, the words 
‘Deputy Colleotor's' shall be substituted.” , ; 
. The How ble Mr. CuaupnBunr moved that clause Second of section 15 of the 
Bengal Land-revenue Assessment (Resumed Lands) Regulation, 1828, be 
repealed, Hesaid:— —- : « y 


“The amendment proposed relates to the survey of the Sundarbans. 
In the Regulation of 1828 there is provision for carrying. on a survey 
for determining the limits of the Sundarbaus, In the preamble to that 
Regulation, it is stated that it is ‘desirable to make provision for the immediate 
settlement of the limits of the Sundarbans, as ascertained by careful local 
inquiry, conducted by the Commissioner especially appointed to the duty and 
the surveyors under his authority." When it was necessary,for Government to 
determine the boundaries of the Sundarbans they appointed a Special Commis- 
sioner for carrying on the survey, and when the survey was carried on at the 
spot certain powers were given to the Commissioner to hear objections and 
_ certain limitations were imposed by which if objections were not made within 
three months they would not be allowed. Then there were other provisions 
for disputing the boundaries as determined by the survey. The following is 
the second clause of the Regulation referred to :— i 


The boundary of the Sundarbaus jungle shall be laid down by acourate survey, a5 
dotermined on the spot by the Commissioner of the Sundarbans ; and’ any zamindar, rs qu 


or party interested entitled, on application made through the Uommissioner, an 
. + payment, of the charge of preparing the sume, to receive a copy of the survey map or of any 
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part of the same, with tho boundary marked thoro as so determined, toreth with d 
the Commissioners proceedings on the subject. Eur vetri E 
, Any party deeming his right injured by the demarcation so laid down shall be at 
liberty, at any time within threo months from the date of the Commissioner’s proceedin fixiog 
thesame: (which proceeding shall — be held and published on the spot), to contest the same 
by petit nd to the ordinary Courts of Justioe by which tke case is cognizable, praying further 
n: | 


Y : 

Provided that no plea of objection against the line of demarcation 'aid down shall be 

or admitted, excepting ouly such as shall deolare and offer proof that at the time of 

survey. a specific quantity of land or land with detined limits was ia the vecupation of the 

petitioner cleared and under cultivation, which, by the line of demarcatioa udopted, is placed 
within the Sandarban traos belonging to Govern nent 

Every such upplication so made shail be regarded asa claim to hold’ the tract cluimed 

free of the public assessment, and shall be lavestigated and decided under the rules of 
Regulation II, 1819, as modified by this Regulation, 


"Now when we are going to abolish the office of the Commissioner 
of the Sundarbans it would be undesirable to let the preseut words stand. 
This whole section has reference to the Commissioner of the Sundarbins. 
It p» him power to determine the boundaries of the Sundarbans und confers 
right on parties aggrieved by such determination to contest it in courts oi law 
within certain time limitations, I see no good in keeping this clause alive when 
we are abolishing the office of the Commissioner in the Sundarbans, 


** When that office has been extinguished aad the Collector has been given 
all his powers, then any survey that may now have to be carried ou in the 
Sundarbans will be carried on under the directions of the Local Government 
and by proper officers appointed iu this behalf. That is the general law, 
and to leave any special law with regard to the survey of the Sundarbans in 
an old Regulation would be inadvisable. ‘The Sundarbans forms the lowest 

ortion of the Gangetic delta.’ On one side it is bounded by the river 
egua; on the other side by the Ganges, and it is intersected by numerous 
* rivers and streams and on the south there is the sea; so that the boundaries 
of the Sundarbans cannot be considered as having been fixed and determined 
for all times. It may be nevessary to take up a re-survey of the Sundarbans, 
If I am not mistaken, I read in some recent accounts of the Sundarbans 
that great changes had taken place even in its area; thousands of acres of lund 
have been washed away from the Saugor Island, and there are other portions 
where similar changes in the boundaries had taken place. If there should be 
occasion for a fresh survey of the Sundarbans, then the survey will have to 
be conducted under the general law and under the direction of tho Local 
Government. 

"CIE ds a gencral princi ple of law that any special law overrides the general 
law, and there is evegy likeiihuod that when a re-survey of the Sundarbans 
takes place questions may be raised by people whose zamindaries or lunds may 
adjoin the boundaries of the Sundarbans as to the validity of any survey earried 
on under the Survey Act, so long as Regulation IHI of 1828 which specifically 
provides for it stands unrepealed. In the Report of the Select Committee ii is 
said that this section has been spent. ‘Che Committee evidently referred to the 

reamble. it is mentioned there that immediate settlement of the limits of the 
undarbans is necessary. ‘That preamble was drawn up when Regulution LiL 
of 1828 was passed. So it is surmised that when the limits of. the Sundarbans 
have been once determined no survey. for determining the boundaries will 
" hereafter be necessary. But as I have said before, tha map boundaries may be 
fixed, but the geographical boundaries may shift. At any future survey tbe 
question will be, under what law the re-survey is to'take pluce. It may be 
said toat the preamble to Regulation III, 1825, is élear tuat the cluuse im 
' question only referred to the «original determination of the limita of the 
— — But a preamble is as often as not referred to and relied upon fur 
the interpretation o£ statutos. — 

“In case of a subsequent survey under the general law, if any question is 

raised with regard to the validity of the survey, the , Persons who will 
uestion it will refer to this section, and confusion and conflict is likely to arise. 
- 1t clause second, section 13, Regulation [11 of 1325, is regarded as spent, I do 





passed. 








not see any use in retaining it in the Statute Book. Since the 


of the Government of India has been obtained in connection w 


ith this BUI there 
is nothing in our way to prevent us from repealing clause 2, section 18 of 
the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment (Resumed Lands) Regulation, III of 
1823, and I, therefore, beg to move for its repeal, 


. "The Hon’ble Mr. Hare said:—'*I may say I am prepared to accept the 
proposed: amendment which was considered in the Select Committee. 1t was: 
not necessary to amend clause 2 of section 13, Regulation III of 1828, . because 
its funetion was already éompleted, but we see no objection to repealing the 
section. I therefore say I am prepared to accept the proposal. The effect 
of this would be that clause 2 of the Bill would be amended and the repeal 
of the second section of section 13 of the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment 
(Resumed Lands) Regulation, JII of 1828, would be mentioned in clause 2. 
Clause 2 will then read as follows :— 

The Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, and clause Second of section 13 of the Bengal Land- 


revenue Assessment (Resamed Lands) Regulation, 1828, and so much of the Repealing and 
Amending Act, 1908, as relates to the said Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, are hereby 


‘repealed. K 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble BABU AmBIKA Craran Mazumpar, by leave of the Council, 
witiidrew the following motion of which he had given notice, namely :— 


That th» following clause be inserted after clause 4 of the Bill :— 
«5. In clause Second of section 18 of the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment (Resumed 
Lands) Regulation, 1828,— 
(a) for the words ‘Commissioner of the Sundarbans’ and ‘Commissioner’ the 
words ‘ Collector or Deputy Collector especially empowered by the Local 
Government in this behalf’ be substituted ; aud i 
(b) for the word * Qommissioner's, in both places in which it occurs, the words 
* Oolleotor's or such Deputy Collector's ’ be substituted.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved that the Bill, as setiled in Council, be 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


` THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1905. 


The Hon'ble Mz. Karte moved that the Bill to repeal the Bengal 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880, be taken into pts ame 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


"he “Hon’ble Mr. Eante also moved that the Bill be passed. He © 
observed:— — ' ; 


“Isad on the previous occasion all I had to say in regard to this 
Repealing Bill, and I have nothing further to add to-day." ! 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 25th March, 1905. 


Carourra; L. C. ADAMI, - 
* 
The 7th March, 1905. Offg. Secretary to the Bengal, Council. 
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Brocecdings of the Bengal Legislative Council, 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 























LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Goverror of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, th 
1905, at 11 a.m. eturday, the 18th March, 


Present: 


The Hon’ble Sır Anprew FRASER, x.c.8.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. HARE, C.I.E. 

The Hon'ble Mr, K, G. Gurra. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E. W. Corum. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R, W, CARLYLE, C.LE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Ixcris. 

The Hon'ble Mr. L. P. SHIRRES. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. W. C. Carnnurr, C.1.E. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. T. GREER, 0,8.1, 

The Hon'ble Basu Kaur Papa GHOSH, M.A., B.L. 

The Hon’ble Basu Buupenpra NATH BASU, M.A., B.L. 

The Hon’ble Basu Sauicram SINGH. 

The Hon’ble Mz. C. F. LARMOUR. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. A. Arcan. 

The Hon'ble BABU AMBIKA CHARAN Manus. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. CHAUDHURI, M.A. 

The Hon’ble Rasa Ban Benanrt KAPOR, 0.8.1. 


NEW MEMBER. 
The Hon’ble Mz. Curnpurr took his seat in Council, 








QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
THE GORAGHAT ROAD WITHIN THE BHADRESWAR MUNICIPALITY. 


The Hon'ble Banu Buupenpra Nata Basu said :— 


Is the Government aware that the Sub-Divisional Officer, Serampore, has 
made over a considerable portion of another important public thoroughfare, 
vie, “Gorerghat Road” within the Bhadreswar Municipality to! Miis 
Thomas Duff & Co., and the said road has already been taken possession 
of by the Company ? Has the transfer been made under the Land Acquisition 
Act? If not, does the Government consider the transfer legal? 


* 
The Hon’ble Mr. Suirres replied :— 


‘Tt has been ascertained that the Sub-Divisional Officer, Serampore, has not : 
made over any portion of the Gorerghat Road within the Bhadreswar Muni- 
cipality to Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co.” 


THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The Hon’ble Banu Amara CuagaN MAZUMDAR askeda— 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to an article in 
the Jndian Mirror of the 20th December last, in which it is stated that there 
has been established in Calcutta a “ Teachers’ Association” which seeks to 
control the action of the Senate and the Syndicate of the University ? 


(P) Will the Government be pleased to inquire if there are any teachers 
or professors belonging to any Government School or College among the 
members of this Association? And will His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 
as Rector of the University, be further pleased to ascertain how many members 
of this Association are among the Senate and in the Provisional Syndicate of 
the University? And how many of them are in Government service? 


(c) Does the Government approve of Government officers forming part 
of an organization which, without any sort of official responsibility, thus seeks to 
pe work for the Senate and the Syndicate and fetter the independent 

elegations of these important bodies? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Canxpurr replied :— 


* (a) The Lieutenant-Governor is aware of the existence of an Association 
called the ‘Calcutta University Teachers’ Association,’ the object of which is 
‘to provide University teachers with opportunities for the discussion of educa- 
tional questions and the formation and public expression of definite professional 
opinion.’ All persons who follow, as their main occupation, the profession of 
teaching in colleges or other institutions affiliated to the Calcutta University, 
or who, having been formerly so engaged, are mainly employed in the direc- 
tion or inspection of teaching, are eligible for election as members of the 
Association. E 


“ (b) There are several teachers or professors in Government institutions 
who are members of the Association. Some of these are also among the 
members of the Senate and of the Provisional Syndicate of the University. 


* (c) The Lieutenant-Governor entirely approves of the existence of the 
Association and of its objects. He considers that it is very desirable to promote 
greater intercourse among teachers and to enable them to meet together 
Bree to discuss questions affecting education, Enquiry, which His 

onour hàs thought it necessary to make, shows that the Association does not 
seek to control the action of the Senate and Syndicate of the University, nor to 
fetter these bodies in the discharge of their important duties, It is true that, 
on one occasion, a suggestion was made that all the members, who are also 
mombers of the Senate, should bind themselves to act together in regard to 4 
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University matter; but this suggestion was not accepted or acted on. His 
Honour would certainly disapprove of Government officers belonging to any 
organisation which fettered than in the discharge of their duties either as 
Government servants or as Fellows of the Universit or menibers of the 
Syndieate. But he has been assured, and is satisfied, that it is not one of the 
objects of this Association to do anything of the kind; and His Honour believes 
that Government officers may belong to it not only without injury, but with 
advantage to the work that they have to do.” 


INCOME-TAX ASSESSMENT IN BENGAL DURING THE YEARS 1901-1904. 


The Hon’ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR said :— 


. On examining the figures given in the statement of Income-tax Assess- 


ment for the years 1901-1902, 1902-1903 and. 1903-1904, as furnished b 

Government at my request on the 4th March, 1905, it appears that althoug 

the number of assesses in each of the six classes noted therein was pretty 
steady in both the years 1901-1902 and 1902-1903, there was a remarkable 
increase in the number of assesses with income of Rs. 1,000—1,250 in every 
district in 1903-1904, —the year in which Act XI of 1903 came into force 
granting exemption to all incomes below Rs. 1,000,—while in not a few of the 
districts such increase was nearly double of the previous years; and that on the 
whole while the number of assessees in this class (eg, Rs. 1,000—1,250) stood 
at nearly 12,000 in both the years 1901-1902 and 1902-1903, it suddenly 
rose to 19,000 in 1903-1904; but that such striking fluctuations were not 
observable in the other classes (¢.g., Rs. 1,250—1,600, Rs. 1,500—1,750 and 
Rs. 1,750—2,000) which still continued pretty steady. And as regards the 
demand of tax also it would further appear that while the decrease in the 
revenue on account of exemption of all incomes below Rs. 1,000 ought alone to 
have come to nearly 9 lakhs of rupees, the total revenue for the year 1903- 
1904 did not show an equivalent percentage of decrease upon the previous 
year. 


(a) In view of the above facts and figures, will the Government be pleased 
to enquire whether or not a large number of persons who were entitled to 
exemption from taxation under Act XI of 1903 have had their incomes 
arbitrarily raised so as to be included in the lowest grade of assessment in 
1903-1904, thereby frustrating toa large extent the benevolent intentions of 
Government in raising the minimum of taxable limit to Rs. 1,000? 


(4) Will the Government be further pleased to warn í all income-tax 
officers against any attempt at tampering with a concession which the Govgrn- 
ment has generously granted to a poor people particularly in commemoration 
of His Majesty’s accession to the "T'hrone? 


The Hon'ble Mz. Serres replied : — 


“The Board of Revenue has asked the local officers to explain the increase 
in the number of assessees in the lowest grade. Until the replies have been 
received and considered no further ‘instructions on the subject can be issued.” 


f THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


The Hon’ble Banu Amprka Cuaran MAZUMDAR said :— 


| i the congestion which has taken place in the Educational 
S (o) på — *— "in 1806 and the want of attraction which they still 
— listinguished men in adopting the Educational Department, will the 
— be pleased to consider whether it js not time to re-consider and 
re-adjust the system of 1896 and place the Educational Services on a more 
Satisfactory and attractive basis? jug d 7 
— t be further pleased to lay on tho table a statement 
; C A DR lan fenis — the officets in the Subordinate 


* 


The Hon'ble Mn. Canxpurr replied :— 


“ (a) The importance of re-organising the Education Department has been 
fully realised by the Government of Bengal; and a scheme is now before the 
Government of fadis. It includes the Provincial and Subordinate Educational 
Services and the ungraded officers of the Department. 


« (b) In these circumstances it seems unnecessary to give the detailed 
information asked for.” - 


MORTALITY IN THE JESSORE DISTRICT. 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. CHAUDHURI esid :— 


According to the last Census Report the population of the district of 
Jessore shows a decrease of 75,672 in the course of ten years, which, again, 
is over 25,000 more than the decline of population during the previous ten 

ears, and further the mortality in the district during 1904 exceeded the births 

y over 14,000. In view of such rapidly increasing mortality in the district 
due to such preventable diseases as malarial fever and cholera, has the 
Government enauired into the causes thereof, and will the Government. be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken or may. be in contemplation to 
remove such causes ? 


The Hon’ble Mx. SziinREs replied :— 


“The figures quoted by the Hon'ble Member from the Census Report are 
correct. There has been no recent increase in the death-rate from cholera in 
Jessore. The mortality in the year 1904 was unusually high, but the average 
mortality in the five years ending with 1904 was exactly the same as that of 
the preceding quinquennium. During the same quinquennial periods the death- 
rate attributed to fever has increased from 30°66 to 32-08. This subject was 
discussed in the Resolution on the last Annual Report of the Sanitary Com- 
missioner for Bengal; and it was shown thatthe increase in the death-rate 
in certain districts during the five years ending with 1902 as compared with 
the preceding five years had been coincident with an inerease in the rainfall 
in those districts, while in the remaining districts of the Province and in 
the Province as a whole there had been a decrease. In Jessore the rain- 
fall increased from an arengo of 47-00 inches in the five years ending with 
1897 to 66°16 inches in the five years ending with 1902, The history of 
Jessore fever, or as is usually called Burdwan fever, is a long one, and m 
has been written regarding it. There is every reason to suppose that the 
mortality due to it when it first appeared was much greater than it has been in 
recent years, although no reliable statistics are available for the earlier years. 
Accounts of it will be found in Hunter's Gazetteer in his statistical accounts of 
the Burdwan and Jessore districts and in the: last Census Report by Mr. Gait. 
A Commission was appointed to enquire into'it in the year 1864; and another 
Uommission enquired again in 1881. In 1900 Captain eee made another 
enquiry with special reference to the riparian Municipalities; ‘and again 
in 1904, in view of the recent advances in bacteriological science, was 
specially deputed to make another enquiry in Dinajpur. ‘The last enquiry P hose 
ed important results. It has long been known that certain types of fever assed 
as m do not yield to quinine, but we are only now beginning to be able 
to differentiate them: As the diagnosis of the chaukidar has to be relied on it 





= — 
Educational Service outside the grade established under the re-organization of the 
Bengal Educational Department in 1896 ?— AE MUN 
. (i) the names of such officers ; i 
(ii) their educational qualifications ; ae 
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“stated what proportion of the deaths are due to true malaria: 
neni has recently increased the quantity of quinine in pice packets and 

taken steps to add to the quinine factory and to increase the number of 
centres of distribution. It may also be added that a scheme is under consider- 


E oho draining some of the bhils in the district of Jessore into the 


M 


MORTALITY IN THE NATOR SUB.DIVISION. 
The Hon'ble Mn. Cuauprurt said :— 


Is not the extraordinary death-rate in the Nator Sub-division (95°77 
r mille) during the year 1904 and the high rate of mortality prevailing 
uring previous nm (varying between 40 and 50 per mille) and the 
general decline of population in the sub-division chiefly due to scarcity 
of good drinking water and the obstruction of the natural drainage of the 
eountry? Will the Government be pleased to enquire whether the removal 
of the sand-bars at the source of the river Bural, ensuring an abundant flow 
of water from the Pudma river through such streams as the Mushakhan, Narad, 
Gadai and Nundagooja and the automatic flushing out of the beels by such 
streams during the rainy season, — remove the causes of such heavy 
mortality, the North Bengal State Railway line being also provided, where 
necessary, with a sufficient number of culverts to prevent the accumulation 
of stagnant water? « 


If the above be found, on inquiry, a sufficient remedy, would the 
Government be pleased to take such steps as it may deem necessary for the 


purpose? 
The Hon'ble Mz. Surres replied :— 


“A report has been called for from the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 


Division on the subject of this question, What action will be taken on it 
cannot of course be stated until it has been received." 


FEVER IN THE NADIA DISTRICT. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Caaupuurt said :— 


Has the Government enquired into the causes of high rate of mortality 
prevailing in the Nadia district during tho last three years, and have 
any remedial measures been adopted to cope with the epidemics of cholera and 

arial fever which may be said to be responsible for the high percentage 
of deaths in the district ? 


The Hon’ble Mz. Sairres replied :— 


« The death-rate from fever in the district of Nadia in the year 1904 was 
29°69, the average of the preceding five years having been 32:04. The same 
al remarks apply to fever in Nadia as to fever in Jessore. All that can 
said is that the recent advances which have been made in our knowledge 
of the etiology of the diseases grouped under the head ‘Malaria’ raise the 
that we may soon learn how to deal more effectively with these diseases. 
As regards cholera there has, as stated by the Hon’ble Member, been an 
‘epidemic of that disease during the last three years. Unfortunately such 
qu idemies are not of rare occurrence in Nadia, and the epidemics of 1883 to 
of 1891 and 1892 and of 1894 to 1896 were all more virulent than the 
Jat one. Much may be done by the people themselves to conserve and 
“protect from contamination the sources of — and to purify the 
water by boiling or filtering ; but the difficulties which have arisen in connection 
With several Municipalities in Nadia shew that the standard of duty in regard 
to sanitation in that district is very low.” 
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THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. | + 


Tug Hon'ble Mz. Ixaurs moved for leave to introduce a Bill ROEL y the. 
Calcutta Port Act, 1890. He said :— ; VAN wo 


“Sir, the Bill has been circulated to Members of the Council and the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons explain generally the object and the 
scope of the Bill, I propose therefore only to make a few remarks in further 
explanation of the clauses of the Bill. 


“The second clause of the Bill proposes to add to the number of the 
Commissioners by two. ‘The Commission of the Port of Calcutta is constituted - 
under sections 5 and 6 of the Act. There is a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, 
there are eight elected Commissioners and five nominated Commissioners. Of 
the elected members it is provided by the Act that five shall be elected by the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, one by the Calcutta Trades Association, one 
by the Corporation of Calcutta, and one by such body or firms as the Local 
Government shall from time to time select as representing the interests of the 
native mercantile community. The election of this Commissioner is entrusted 
to the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. The five nominated Com- 
missioners are distributed as follows:, The Deputy Director of the Royal 
Indian Marine; the Collector of Customs ; a representative of the Inland Steam 
Navigation Companies and two representatives of the Railways. As Members 
of Council are well aware, there are three large Railway systems which 
centre in Calcutta: the East Indian Railway, the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
and the Eastern Bengal State Railway. These Railways are all largely 
interested in the Port, Their interests are, however, sometimes divergent and 
may occasionally be antagonistic. Under existing conditions at any one time 
two of the three Railway systems are represented on the Commission by a 
om of rotation, It is held to be desirable that the three Railway systems 
should be continuously represented on the Commission, and it is proposed to 
give effect to this by allocating one of the'additional Commissioners to the , 
Railway interest. 


«It is also held to be desirable that the town of Howrah should be 
represented on the Commission, and it is intended that the second Additional 
Commissioner should be either the Magistrate of Howrah or some other person 
selected to represent that town. 


* Clauses 3, 4 and 5 of the Bill are required to enable the Port Com- 
missioners to establish and work a ferry service on the Hooghly. At present 
the Commissioners are authorised to work a ferry between Armenian Ghat and 
Howrah. This authority they obtained under the provisions of the Howrah 
Bridge Act, and it is limited to a service to be maintained in connection with 
the bridge traffic only. 


* [t is now almost exactly two years since the Port Commissioners brought 
this matter to the notice of Government and asked for legislation, When they 
came up they asked for powers not only to enable them to work a ferry 
service on their own account but they also asked for powers to regulate the 
fares of all boats carrying passengers within the port. " 


“They also asked for powers to enable them to make, alter or repeal bye- 
laws dealing with ferries and other boats employed as public conveyances 
within the Port, The powers last mentioned involved an interference w! 
vested rights of the District Board of the 24-Parganas in certain public ferries 
which they held under the Bengal Ferries Act. This involved, a somewhat 
prolonged correspondence. It was eventually arranged that the Commis: 
sioners of the Port should purchase the rights held by the District Board in 
tne ferries, and this having been done it is not necessary to make any provi- 
sion for the matter in this Bill. It will, however, probably be necessary ata 
later date to make a small amendment in the Bengal Ferries Act. 


“When the draft Bill was submitted to the Government of India last June, 
the Government of India suggested certain minor amendments and they took 
exception to the provision prine cis powers were to be given to the Commissioners - 


— 








of the Port to regulate the fares of all boats carrying passengers. They 


out that the Commissioners might themselves competing for 
passenger traffic with the owners of other'boats, and it was not advisable that 
the Commissioners should have power to fix the rates at which their compe- 
titors should carry passengers. This was accepted by the Bengal Government, 
and a revised draft of the Bill was submitted tô the Government of India last 
December, and the permission of the Secretary of State to the adoption of the 
Bill was received at the end of February. 


“I think I may say without fear of contradiction that the establishment 
of a ferry service in the Hooghly will meet a public want. I think it is also 

E agreed that under existing conditions the working of such a service 
by the ort Commissioners will be for the public convenience; at all events I 
think there are ample reasons for asking that the Port Commissioners may be 
legally enabled to establish and work a ferry service. At present under the 
provision of section 55 of the Act the Port Commissioners have authority to 
purchase or to lease moveable property generally. This no doubt would cover 
the purchase or hire of steamers. The Port Coramissioners are, however, not 
authorised to build steam vessels except for the service of towing vessels within 
the port. Sub-section (7) of section 35 empowers them to build steam vessels 


_ required for the purpose of towing vessels in the port. It is proposed by clause 


3 of the Bill to give the Port Commissioners power to build vessels suitable for 
the carriage of passengers and goods. 


“ By clause 5 of the Bill it is sought to give the Commissioners power to 
frame charges for the carriage of passengers and goods. The effect of 
clause 4 of the Bill is to restrict the Port Commissioners from the carriage of 
gocds without the sanction of the Local Government. I may say that the 
Port Commissioners do not desire to compete with other carriers for the 
conveyance of goods, but it may be necessary and desirable at times that they 
Kd A have authority to carry goods. The Local Government has ample 
powers under section 107 of the Act to control all schedules of charges which 
may be framed by the Port Commissioners, . 


“Clause 6 of the Bill deals with a different matter, Under section 6, sub- 
section (1, clause (k) of the Indian Ports Act, the Local Government has power 
to make certain rules, The words of the Act are: 


The Local Government may, in addition to any rules which it may make under any 
other enactment for the time being in force, make such rules, eonsistent with this Act, as it 
inks necessary for any of the following purposes, namely :—(Clause k) for licensing 
and regulating catamarans plying for hire aud flats and cargo, passenger and other boata 
plying, whether for hire or not, and whether regularly or only occasionally, in or partly 
within and partly without any such port, and for determining the quantity of cargo or 
number of passengers to be carried by any such vessels, 


“ By section 8 of the Indian Ports Act, sub-section 7), the Conservator of 
any Port subject to this Act fay, with respect to any vessel within the ort, 
give directions for carrying into effect any rule for the time being in force 
therein under section 6. , 


“By section 7 of the same Act, the Local Government shall appoint some 
officer or body of persons to be Conservator of every Port subject to this Act. 
Under the powers given in this section the Commissioners of the Port of 
Caleutta have been appointed Conservators of the Port, The case, therefore, 
stands thus: The Local Government has power to make rules for regulating 
Mo oen all boats other than catamarans whether plying for hire or not. 

Commissioners of the Port in their capacity of Conservator have powers 


. to carry the rules into effect. There is, however, no authority in nection 6 of 
the Indian Ports Act or in any other section of that Act to authorise the 






ing of any fees for such licensing or registration. For this we have to 
refer to section 106 of the Calcutta Port Act. Under this section the Com- 
missioners aro authorised to frame a scale of charges and fees to be paid by 
the owners of vessels plying for hire. They have, however, no authority 
to frame any scale of fees or charges for boats which do not ply for hire, 
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Clause 6 of the Bill has been introduced with the intention of removing this + 

` distinction. NI 

«Tt will, I think, be generally admitted that as a part of the administration 

of the port all boats which ply within it should be subject to control and should 
be required to be licensed and td be registered, and I see no reason why a dis- 
tinction should be drawn in the matter of fees between those -boats which ply 
for hire and those boats which ply only for their owners, As I have already 
said, under section 107 the Local Government has ample power to control the 
scale of charges which may be — by the Port Commissioners. Sub- 
section (2) o section 107 reads thus: *It shall also be competent to the Local 
Government at any time to cancel any of the scales framed under sections 
.103 to 106 (both inclusive), or to call * the Commissioners to modify any 
portion of such scales and mat e Commissioners in meeting shall 
modify such scales accordingly. With these remarks, I move for leave to 
introduce the Bill.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ixctas introduced the Bill, and moved that it be read 
in Council. 


The Hon'ble Basu Baurenpra Nara Basu said :—‘ With reference to the 
observations which have fallen from the Hon’ble Mr. Inglis in introducing the 
Bill I have only one remark to make. It seems that provisions are going to be 
made which will enable the Port Commissioners to compete against private 
enterprise. If the Port Commissioners are allowed to establish ferries and to 

ly boats for hire both as regards passenger traffic and goods they will be 
rmidable rivals against private owners o boats and private ¢arriers. I hope, 
Sir, public opinion will be invited as regards the desirability of conferring these 
wers upon the Port Commissioners. There is no doubt, as the Hon’ble 

r. Inglis said without fear of contradiction, that the establishment of ferries 
will be u great boon confeffred on the public, but I may remind Hon'ble Members 
of this Council that we, the people of Calcutta, have a great grievance with 
regard to the hackney-carriage service, and if the Hon’ble Mr. Greer could 
undertake the burden of providing suitable hackney-carriages for the people of 
Calcutta we would all be very thankful to him; but the question will arise as to 
how far public bodies with practically unlimited resources, should be allowed 
to enter into competition with private individuals, and it is in regard to that 
part of the Bill that I would ask the Members of the Select Committee which 
is going to be framed to devote their careful attention and also to call the 


attention of the public to those provisions.” 
The Motion was put and agreed to and the Bill was read accordingly. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Inaris said:—“ I need not add to the remarks which 
I have made in asking for leave to introduce the Bill. It can, I think, hardly 
be said to be a contentious measure, Possibly I am taking rather too hopeful 
a view of this; still I think there is not likely to be much opposition. At the 
same time it provides for three separate matters, in two of which the public 
generally and certain firms and associations are distinctly interested. It is 
therefore desirable that the clauses of the Bill should be well scrutinised in 
Committee. I now move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 
consisting of the Hon'ble Mr. Hare, the Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Apear, the Hon’ble Babu Nalin Behari Sircar and myself, with instructions 
to report to the Council on the 25th instant,” T 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 25th March, 1905. 


(o0 Caxcorra ; ] L. C. ADAMI, 
| : 
The 20th March, 1905. — ; Ofg. Secretary to — Counci 
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PART IVA. 
Proceedings of the Hengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 





LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengai, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Oouncils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 


Tue Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 25th Maroh 
1905, at 11 a.m. 


á Present: 


The Hon’ble Sir AxpgEw Fraser, x.c1, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 
The Hon'ble Mz. L. HARE, c.r. 
The Hon’ble Mr. K. G. Gurra. 
The Hon'ble Mr. B. L. Gurra. 
The Hon'ble Mn. P. O’Kiveaty, Advocate-General of Bengal, 
The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Conus. 
The Hon'ble Mz, R. W. CARLYLE, C.I.E. 
The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Inauis. 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. P. Surnnzs. 
The Hon'ble Mg. H. W. C. CARNDUFF, c.1.E. 
The Hon'ble Mz. R. T, GREER, c.s.1. 
The Hon'ble Basu Karr Papa GHOSH, M.A., B.L. 
7 The Hon'ble Basu Buurexpma Naru Basu, m.. P. ' 
The Hon'ble Basu SALIGRAM SINGH, 
The Hon'ble Mz. C. F. Larmour, 
The Hon'ble Mz. A. A. Arcan. 
"The Hon'ble Basu Amprka CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 





P "The Hon'ble Mr, J. CHAUDHURI, M,4. 





; . The Hon'ble Rasa Bax BEHARI KAPUR, c... 






QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
SELEOTION OF TEXT-BOOKS. 


The Hon'ble Basu BHUPENDRA Nat Basu asked :— 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the article 
entitled Pathya Nirddharan-Rahasya or “ The Secret of the Selection of 
Text-Books” in the Basumati newspaper of the 3rd September, 1904, and will 
the Government be pleased to say what steps have been taken to remove the 
grievances mentioned in the said article ? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the names 
of the experts appointed by the Director of Public Instruction for the prelimi- 
nary examination of books intended for primary schools are kept secret, and, 
if so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the names aro 
kept secret ? 


(c) Is the Government aware that, in spite of the existence of books written 
by Bengali authors and published in India, and approved by the Text-Book 
Commitee, books published by English publishers, such as Messrs. Macmillan 
& Co., Messrs, Blackie & Sons, and adversely criticized by the press and the 
public, are given undue preference by the Education Department? 


(d) Is the Government aware that, contrary to its declared poliey of 
destroying monopoly in text-books and giving encouragement to gen a 
authors, text-books written by the same authors, notwithstanding the existence 
of other text-books approved by the Text-Book Committee, are selected year 
after year ? 


(e) Is the Government aware that, for Standard VI, the Text-Book 
Committee recommended 6 books, of which 5 were written by Bengali authors 
and published in India and one was plished by Messrs. Blackie & Sons, 
and that the Education Department appointed the book published b 
Messrs, Blackie & Sons as the text-book in al the nine Divisions in Bengal, 
and will the Government be pleased to state if it approves of such a 
proceeding ? 


(f£) Will the Government be pleased to state upon whose opinions the 
Director of Public Instruction prescribes the text-books from amongst thelist 
prepared and recommended by the Text-Book Committee ? 


(g) Will the Government be pleased to appoint Boards of Studies in the 
Text-Book Committee for the selection of text-books for primary and middle 


schools every year, & measure which will remove the grievances of the writers 
and meet the complaints of the public ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. CanNpurr replied :— 
« Sir, the following are the answers to these questions :— 


(a). The article referred to had attracted the attention of the Director of 
Public Instruction, who found*it to be based on an imperfect knowledge of the 
facts of the case and considered that no action was called for. Thus it is com- 

lained that in the month of January, 1904, the names of some good books were 
included in the list of text-books, and that it is a matter of surprise that they 
had no place in the list published in August, 1904, But the procedure is that 
lists of books approved of as text-books are published in the Calcutta Gazette 
twice in each year, viz., in January and July; those that are approved of after 
the issue of the July list being shewn in the Calcutta Gazotte in January, and 
those that are approved of after the issue of the January list being shewn in the 
Gazette in July; and it is not the practice to mention any twice over in the 
Gazette in the course of the same year. 


*(D) Itis a fact that the names of the experts to whom books are forwarded 
by the office of the Director of Public Instruction for preliminary examination 
. are not penes There is no regular list of such experts kept in the office 

of the Director of Public Instruction, nor is their number fixed. When books 
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. are submitted by authors for approval, they are sent for preliminary examin- 
ation to selected com t Professors, Head Masters, Head Pandits or ias n 
. Officers (not below the rank of a Deputy Inspector) according to the nature of 

. the subject treated of, the selection of experts for the purpose of such examin- 
~ ation being made from the whole body of such Educational Officers and not 
. "from a limited number of them. It would serve no useful purpose to make 
their names known to the public: on the contrary, such a course might do 
harm rather than good, as authors might be tempted to bring personal influence 

- to bear. It may also be stated that in no case is the condemnation of a book 
by a single expert accepted by the Director; that when a book is unfavourably 
reviewed, it is sent to one or more other experts for their opinion, no mention 
being made of the fact of a previous examination, and that it is only on the 


result of two or three unfavourable expert opinions that a book is finally 
condemned. i 






= “(e)and (f). A comparatively limited number of books under the new 
scheme of vernacular education has so far been published by Indian authors; 
and, therefore, the complaint that the productions of English authors receive 
an unduly large share of patronage is nofsju:ti&ed. Since the introduction of 
that scheme only one Middle Vernacular Geography, one Middle Vernacular 
Science Reader, one Upper Primary History, one Upper Primary Geography, 
one Upper Primary Science Reader and one Lower Primary Science Reader 
in Urdu and Uriya have been recommended to Government by the Text-Book 
Committee, and all of these were published by Messrs. Macmillan & Co. 


“The Director of Public Instruction undertakes the duty of selecting text- 
books for the scholarship examinations only in order to secure uniformity and 
fairness in the competition among the candidates for such scholarships, schools 
sending up candidates for scholarships being alone required to read the books 
—1 In making his selection the Director sends a copy of each of the 
books in the approved list for a particular standard to educational officers who 
are known to be specialists in the particular subjects concerned, and, after 
carefully considering the opinions passed by them, personally chooses such as 
seem to him to be most favourably reported upon. 


*(d). In some cases the same text-books have been in use for more than one 

ear for the scholarships examinations, simply because they have been reported 

- by experts to be the best on the subjects taken up. Shonld any book better 

than, or even of equal merit with, any one already in use be published, it 
would certainly be allowed a place in due course. 


“(eà The six books recommended by the Text-Book Committee for 
Standard VI were examined critically by one of the leading experts in 
English literature in Bengal, and the one by Messrs. Blackie & Sons was con- 
sidered by him to be distinctly superior to the others, For this reason alone, 
it was selected as a text-book for all the divisions. 


“(g). The Text-Book Committee is too small to be split up into the 
numerous sections required for Boards of Studies for the selection of text- 
books for Primary and Middle Schools every year, and the suggestion made in 

this connection is considered impracticable,” 


EXTENSION OF SERVICE IN THE BENGAL PUBLIC WORKS SECRETARIAT. 


The Hon’ble Basu Buurenpra Nara Basu asked :— 

* 

AU attention of the Government of Bengal been drawn to an 
(CT EM d appesre d in the Bengalee newspaper of the 18th March, 1905, headed 
— & Indiscriminate Extensions of Service.in the Bengal Publie Works Secretariat”? 
— Will the Government be pleased to inquire whether the facts therein stated aro 

correct correct? If so, will the Government, having in view. the hardship unneces- 
saril y caused to the large number of junior assistants employed in that offico 
d also to maintain the standard of efciency necessary for the proper 























rformance of work, be pleased to issue such orders as. 
irable in connection with the grant of extensions of service 
in that office who have passed the age of 55? 


The Hon'ble Ma, Inauis replied :— 


n ied 
“Sir, the article referred to has been laid before Government. The 
uestion of superannuation is regulated by the provisions of Chapter XVIII, - 
Bection IV of the Civil Service Regulations ; and Government finds no reasons 
for supplementing these by special orders in regard to the Bengal Pablic 
Works Secretariat.” 
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PROSECUTION OF BIBHUTI SHEKIIAR MUKERJEE BY MR. CAREY. 


The Hon'ble Banu BHUrENDRA Naru Basu asked :— 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a paragraph 
that appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika dated 16th February, 1905, regarding 
the prosecution of Bibhuti Shekhar, Mukerjee, an Arms clerk of Berhampore, 
by Ms. Carey, the late District Magistrate of the district ? 


(^) Is it nota fact that case after case until they camo up to ten was 
instituted against Bibhuti Shekhar Mukerjee ? 


(e) Will the Government be pleased to state how many of these cases 
ended in conviction, and what is the amount of. cost incurred by Government to 
conduct the unsuccessful cases ? 


The Hon'ble Mg. Carnnurr replied :— 


“Sir, the answer to these questions is that the matter referred to by the 
Hon'ble Member attracted the attention of the Government some time ago, and 
the Commissioner was requested to report the results of all the prosecutions 
instituted, the number of which is believed to be ten, as stated, on their 
completion. The Commissioner's final report is still awaited.” 


THE CASE OF BABU ANNODA PROSAD MUKERJEE AND BABU BUNKIM CHANDRA 
MUKERJEE. 


The Hon'ble Basu BnupPkNpRA Nara Basu asked :— 


(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the particulars 
of a case published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 22nd February, 1905, in 
which Babu Anuoda Prosad Mukerjee and his son, Bunkim Chandra Mukerjee, 
were arrested and hauled up by the Golabari Police, Salkia, and also to the 
judgmert of the Joint-Magistrate of Howrah, who made the following remarks 
on the action of the police :— 


3 should not feel justified in concluding my remarks on the case without saying 
something regurding the action of the police in this affair. Their conduct in the case has 
been to my mind most reprehensible and is deserving of serious notice. It is olear from the 
evidence recorded in the case that, previous to the arrest of the accused, ically no 
inquiry, or at the best a most perfunctory one, was made, and two respectable men were 
arrested in broad daylight and in presence of a number of people under circumstances of a 
most ignominious character, merely upon the ex-parte statements of their enemies, ‘here is 
every reason to believe that the version put forward by the defence, viz., that the arrest was 
engineered by the enemies of the und in collusion with the police, is the true one. 


(P) Will the Government please state what action has been taken on the 
aforesaid remarks of the Joiat-Magistrate ? 


The Hon'Lle Mr, Cannpurr replied :— 


i ^^ Sir, the answer to this question is that the case referred to is receiving 
the attention of Government, and the District Magistrate of Howrah has been 
_ directed to submit a full report through the Commissioner of Burdwan,” 


X. 
. has committed certain high-handed aois which 





i concerned ? | 









à THE CASE OF MR. LYALL. 
. The Hon'ble Banu Karr Papa Gnosu asked :— 
Has the attention of Government been drawn to the letter of the Dalton- 


ganj correspondent of the Bengalee published in its issue of the 10th instant, 
which it is alleged that Mr. Lyall, the Sepoy: Commissioner of Palamau, 


ave given rise to gřave ap 
hension in the minds of the people of the district? T yt yi 


Tf so, will the Government be pleased’ to state whether any inquiry has 
been made with regard to the matter ? 


If not, will the Government be pleased to cause an inquiry to be made 





"into each of the specific acts mentioned in the said letter, viz.— 


(a pany Commissioner’s treatment of Bhaya Saheb of Nagar Ootari ; 
(è itto ditto ditto Abdul Majid of Karoo Batooa ; 


' (c) Prosecution of Harnand Ojha; 


(d. Ditto Saroda Babu, a local Mukhtar; 
(e) Levying rasad through the Police for the shikar parties ; 


and inform the Council the result of the inquiry ? 


If the above allegations be found to be substantially true, will the 
Government bo pleased to take steps which may be deemed expedient for the 
purpose of allaying the apprehensions of the people concerned ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. CanNpvrr replied :— 


“Sir—The first two cases referred to bythe Hon'ble Member had already 
attracted the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor, who had caused inquiries 
to be made through the Commissioner of the Division. The first was of a 
trifling character, and all that could be urged against Mr. Lyall was that his 
ose. m was not quite correct. The other case was found to relate to criminal 
proceedings which were before the Courts and did not call for the intervention 


-of the Government, 


“Of the other cases alluded to, the Hon'ble Member's interpellation is 
the first notice that has reached the Lieutenant-Governor. His Honour has 
not thought it necessary to take any action regarding ‘ the prosecutions of 
Harnand Ojha and Saroda Babu.’ The Lieutenant-Governor has, however, 
inquired into the question of rasad, and is informed that in the case of one or 
two subordinate estates appertaining to a larger property which was confiscated 
by the Government, it has been the practice for the jagirdars and lakhirajdars 
concerned to furnish supplies free of cost to all Government officers, Mr. Lyall 
himself has never approved of the practice, and has been desired to discoun- 
tenance it in future. Apart from those exceptional instances, Mr. Lyall is, the 
Lieutenant-Governor is satisfied, particularly careful, not only to pay for all 
supplies received by him, but also to see that the payments reach those for 
whom they are intended, that they are not misappropriated, and that the 
people are not oppressed by the police. From all accounts, indeed, the tribute 
ae. Lyall’s kindly interest in the people, which is paid at the close of the 
letter quoted by the Hon’ble Member, is well deserved.” 


SUBDIVISIONAL OFFICERS OF GOBINDPUR AND RANIGANJ. 
The Hon’ble Basu Karı Pana Guosn asked :— 
Is the Government aware that the Sub-Divisional Officer of Gobind- 
i the district of Manbham and. the Sub-Divisional Officer of Raniganj 
in the district of Burdwan try important criminal cases in camp far away 
from sub-divisional head-quarters ? 


~ (P) Does the Government approve of such practice which must necessarily 
en great inconvenience and expénses on the parties and witnesses 






pleased to direct- 


(c) Will the Government be jl touring officers, who 
have to try: im nt criminal cases, will so arrange their programme of tour 
that the dates of important criminal cases may be fixed at the Sadar stations ? 







- The Hon’ble Mg. CanNpurr replied :— 


1 |t Sir — No complaints have reached this Government regarding the trial of 
important criminal cases by the Sub-Divisional Officers of Gobindpur and. 
Raniganj in camp far away from their respective head-quarters. X a ay 


4 [n a sub-division the Sub-Divisional Officer himself is the only Magistrate 
competent to'try important cases, while it is unquestionably in the interests of 
his charge as a whole that he should visit every part of it. His tour arrange- 






ments must be made move or less in advance, and in these circumstances itis .— 


obvious that it would be impossible for him to refrain from trying important 
cases elsewhere than at his head-quarters, The most that the Government can 
do in this connection it has already done by impressing it upon touring 
Magistrates both that they should endeavour to fix for the hearing of cases! 
those dates on which they will themselves be nearest the villages of the 
persons concerned, and also that they must pot drag parties and witnesses 
about from camp to camp unnecessarily. A certain amount of inconvenience’ 
is, no doubt, inseparable from the touring system ; but it should be remem- 
bered that, while some persons may thereby have further to go than if the 
Magistrate were at head-quarters, others obtain easier access to him and 
have their cases tried nearer their homes.” 


THE CALCUTTA IMPROVEMENT SCHEME. 


The Hon’ble Basu Baurenpra Natu Basu, in the absence of the Hon’b le 
Basu Narın Benart Scar, asked :— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to mention the stage which its 
proposals regarding the structural improvement of Calcutta have reached ? 


(è) Have they been approved by the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State for India ? 


(c) Do these proposals deal with only broad principles as regards the 
work of improvement, or do they deal with a cut-and-dry detailed plan of 
specific works? 

(d) Has the financial aspect of the entire scheme generally been dealt 
with in these proposals? If so, what is the estimated total cost, and what are 
the ways and means proposed to meet the expenditure ? 

(e) Do these proposals involve the passing of any legislative measure? If 
so, when is such a measure likely to be brought up before the Bengal Council, 
and when is it likely to be passed into law? 

) Are there any reasonable prospects of any work under this scheme 
being practically taken up in the course of the next financial year 1905-06 ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Samrres replied : — 


“ The —— regarding the structural improvement of Calcutta are 
before the Government of In ia, and the Lieutenant-Govornor is not in à 
position to make any statement regarding them," 


TRIAL OF SESSIONS CASES AN D CIVIL SUITS IN THE JALPAIGURI DISTRICT. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cuaupuurt said :— 
When His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor visited Jalpaiguri the ple 
of the district represented to His Honour— aile E 
(4) that under the arrangements at present in force in the district of 
" Le peer regarding the trial of Sessions cases, the Sessions 
"* Judge or the Assistant Sessions Judge of Rangpur has to come 


poc 


f£ 









» to Jalpaiguri once in a quarter peals and 
— . Motions against orders ot first m Magistrates have to be. 
MNT pue at Rangpur and heard there, ^ This entails great 

: ardship and inconvenience to persons committed to the Court of 
Bessions and those convicted by first class Magistrates, and they 
have often to remain in Aaja? for a considerable length of time 

ae before their cases are heard; 

that ae regards civil suits in that district, those exceeding Rs, 2,000 
MET in value and appeals from the orders of Munsifs are now heard 

by the Subordinate Judge of Dinajpur, who under present 
arrangements holds his Court in Jalpaiguri for 25 days in every 
quarter; * 
- (c) that as regards civil suits from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000, although one of 
the Munsifs at Jalpaiguri is invested with powers to try such suits, 
yet his ordinary duties are so very heavy that considerable dela. 
at present occurs before such suits can be heard. . . 


His Honour kindly promised to enquire into above matters and consider 
the prayer of the pena that an Additional District and Sessions Judge might 
be permanently stationed at Jalpaiguri and such other Steps as may be deemed 

` necessary taken for bringing criminal and civil cases to a speedy trial. 


Will the Government be pleased to state if the matters referred to have 
been considered, and, if so, whut relief the Government proposes to give? 





The Hon'ble Mr. CanNpurr replied :— 


“Sir—-In the reply to the address referred to by the Hon’ble Member, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, while expressing his sympathy for any inconvenience that 
might be caused by existing arrangements, pointed out that, on the figures before 
him, the amount of civil and criminal work for disposal at Jalpaiguri seemed 
scarcely to justify the posting to that station of an Additional District and 
Sessions Ahh His Honour at the same time undertook to make a further 
enquiry into the matter, and in accordance with that promise, the views of the 
District and Sessions Judges of Rangpur and Dinajpur, both of whom are 
concerned, were obtained, and the "High Court was then consulted. The 
Hon'ble Judges have since expressed the opinion that the work which would 
come before an Additional District and Sessions Judge at Jalpaiguri would be 
insufficient to occupy any considerable proportion of his time, and that it 
is possible for the business of the district to be dealt with adequately under : 
the existing arrangements. It was added that the civil business at Jalpai 
had for some time been receiving the —— attention of the High Court, and 
that any recommendations that might seem desirable would be made to the 
Government as occasion might arise. There the matter rests, and the 


Lieutenant-Governor is content to leave it in the hands of the Hon’ble Judges,” 


JOTEDARS IN THE WESTERN DUARS. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Cuaupnuri asked :— 


On the same occasion the people of the Jalpaiguri district also 
represented to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor that the jotedars of the 
rnment ‘has mahals in the Western Duars were not allowed to open 
te accounts for their respective shares under the — of the Revenue 
M lax (Act XI of 1859), though their yo/es are liable to be and aro sold 
under that Act in default of payment of any single kist, with the result that 
for the default of a co-sharer the other co-sharer's jote is also sold. His Honour 
intimated to the people at the time that ho would consult the Board of Revenue 
and consider if this grievance may be removed. Will the Government be 
— state if tne Board of Revenue has been consulted and any decision 
ved at in this respect ? 











* 


“The Board of Revenue has been consulted, but has not yet givena 
final reply. Any change would probably involve legislation." ; 


THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905, 


The Hon'ble Mr. Ixarnrs moved that the time for the presentation of the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 
1890, be extended sine die. He said :— 


* Sir, the Members of the Select Committee —— to consider the Bill 
for the amendment of the Caleutta Port Act are of opinion that it is desirable 
to circulate the Bill and to allow those who are interested in the measure an 
opportunity of making any suggestions or criticisms. I have therefore to 
move that the time for the presentation of the Report of the Select Committee 
be extended sine die. I wish to say that with reference to the words sine die 
there is no intention of indefinitely post-poning the Report of the Committee, 
but only that it is not possible at the present moment to fix the exact date 
for the submission of the Report.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. . 


The Hon’ble Mz. Cartyne moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Smoke-Nuisances Bill, 1904, be taken into consideration. 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon'ble Mz. Cartrie also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. He said :— 


“In proposing that the Bill be accepted as amended by the Select 
Committee, l would desire'to say that I do not propose now to anticipate what 
is to be said on the amendments to be placed before the Council by the Hon'ble 
Members. To some of these amendments I do not propose to offer any opposi- 
tion, The Select Committee has tried— 


(1) to make it clear that the administration of tho Act isto be in the 
hands of the Commission ; 

(2) to ensure that, all Rules should be considered by experts before they 
come up to Government for final orders ; 

(3) some of the penalties have been reduced, as in the opinion of the 
Select Committee they were unnecessarily severe; 

(4) an amendment has been introduced to deal with the case of persons 
putting up furnaces in prohibited areas and who fail to carry out 
the order of removal. 


“I will deal very briefly with the amendments made, They have been 
explained in the Report of the Select Committee and I will touch on them very 
briefly. Section 3, clause (7), eub-clause (ii), has been altered by adding, after 
the words *the —— of steam on ocean-going steamers,’ the words ‘ within 
such period prior to their leaving the 1 orto their moving from one p to 
another thereof, as:may be prescribed by rule made under section 10, sub- 

.seetion (2), clause (f)? That has been put in to meet the case of ocean- 
going steamers having to emit smoke, not only when they are leaving port, but 
also when d are moving from the Jetty to the Dock, à 

“ In: sub-clause (ii) we have included the words ‘ the burning of the dead,’ 
because we do not think that smoke caused by the burning of the dead ought to 
be included within the penalties provided by the Act. y 

“ In section 4, clause (3), we have provided that the non-official members of 
the Commission shall be nominated by the local bodies in such manner as the 

. Local Government may dircct, 
, 
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“Tn section 5, clause.(2), we have tried to make it clear that an Assistant 
Inspector and Chief Inspector are subject to the control of the Commission, and 
the full working of the Act is subject to the Commission. 

_ “ In section 6, clause (2) (à), we have inserted the word ‘tile’ after the word 
‘brick,’ so as to make the prohibition apply to kilns for burning tiles as well as 
bricks. After clause (d) of the same section we have made provision in cases 
of licenses granted by the Chairman of the Calentta Corporation, so as to 
poa any conflict of jurisdiction. We have also reduced the penalty in this 
section. 

“In section 7 we have provided for the case of a person putting up a kiln 
or furnace in contravention of orders in a notified area, Under the Bill as it 
was first drefted, if a person once put up a kiln and was fined, nothing more 
could be done. This has now been remedied. i 

“In section 8 we have provided for the emission of smoke from furnaces at 
a lower altitude than is to be allowed by rules, We find that in some parts of 
the town furnaces are constructed which let out smoko on a level with 
neighbouring houses. 

“In section 9 we have provided that powers of inspection are to be exer- 
cised by an Inspector after giving reasonable notice in writing. We have also 
oon that the written authority of the Commission is to be required 

efore an Inspector can test appliances or direct that furnaces be worked in 
any particular way for the purpose of experiment, 

“In section 10, clause (2), we have provided in sub-clauses ( f) and (g) in 
order to meet the alterations made in sections 3 and 9. In section 10, clause 
(2), we have provided that three months’ time is to be given for the considera- 
tion of Rules drafted under the Act, and in clause (4) of the same section we 
have provided that the Rules shall be considered by the Commission before 
being submitted to Government for final orders. 

‘In section 11 we have provided that complaints aro to be made only by 
or with the written authority of the Chief Inspector. We have aldo reduced 
the period within which complaints are to be made to two months. 

“The amendments submitted are not very important, and I think I may 
take it that there is no real opposition to the Bill as it has come out of the 
hands of the Select Committee." 


Clause 3, 


The Hon’ble Banu Amearca CHARAN MAZUMDAR said:— Your Honour, before 

I put the amendment which stands in my name, I wish to make a few 
observations, I heartily congratulate the Select Committee upon the eminently 
satisfactory Bill which they have after careful consideration and revision 
presented to the Council. Upon the introduction of the Bill by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Carlyle I raised an objection to the principle embodied in the constitution 
of the Commission, and urged the Council to recognize the principle of election 
in the same. I was glad to find that most of the important bodies and 
associations whose opinions were invited in the matter joined in this 
recommendation and I am still more glad to find that the Select Com- 
mittee have so cordially agreed to this concensus of opinion and modified 
section 4 so as to make the non-official half of the Commission practically 
elected by the various bodies and associations whose interests are likely to 
be affected by the proposed legislation. Important changes have also been 
made as regards the provisions for the drafting of the Rules under the Act, 
and a sufficient safeguard has also been provided for improper interference by 
Inspecting Officers. The Select Committee may be also congratulated upon the 
reduction which they have granted in the severity of some of the penalty clauses. 
ith these improvements it may be hoped that the proposed legislation will 
prove, not only conducive to the immediate improvements of this great city, but 
© to the: prospective benefit of those areas to which its provisions may be 
hereafter extended. But, although the Bill is on the whole a very satisfactory 
ono, I yet venture to tuink that it is not altogether unsusceptible of a few 
modifications here and there with a view to give effect to its provisions, Ard 
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the first of these modifications which I would submit to the consideration of 
this Council stands thus:— 

That the following clause be added to clause 3 of the Bill, vis.: — 

(5) "Magistrate" means a. Presidency X cw a Magistrate of the first class, or 
à Bench of Magistrates exercising élass powers under the Code of 
' — Oriminal uro. 

«The subject with which the Bill deals is extremely technical, and, although 
we may not expect many of our Magistrates to be conversant with the techni- 
calities of the subject, yet I think experience may well be relied upon to 
supply to some extent the deficiency of techuical knowledge, and as the cases 
that will arise under the Act will —— interfere with trade, we ought to 
safeguard the interests of trade by making these cases triable exclusively by 
experienced Magistrates. I woul therefore ask the Council to accept this 
amendment, so that all prosecutions under the Act may be triable only by 
Magistrates of the first class.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. CanrxLE said:—‘I have no objection to offer to the 
amendment as now altered by the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 
I think that these cases should be tried by experienced Magistrates.” 


The Motion was put and greed to. 


Clause 4. 


The Hon’ble Basu AMBIKA CHARAN Mazumpakr also moved that in sub-clause 
(4), clause 4, the words and expression “ Subject to the provisions of sub-section 
(3)” be introduced before the words “All members" at the commencement 
of the said sub-clause. He said:— 


“No doubt, Sir, nominations are not elections, as nominations have to 
be accepted, and when accepted they become appointments ; but it seems 
to me that a difficulty may arise in case of vacancies which are provided for in 
this clause, and, unless we distinctly say that this filling up of vacancies is also 
subject to the provisions of sub-clause (3), some difficulty may arise. I doubt 
not that it is the intention of the Select Committee that the provision of 
sub-clause (4) is dependent on the provision of sub-clause (3) although it is so 
worded as not to preclude a different interpretation being given to it in case of 
vacancies, I beg, therefore, that the amendment proposed by me be accepted, 
so that in the event of a vacancy occurring among non-official members the 
constituency which sent up the outgoing member might have a fresh oppor- 
tunity of nominating his successor also.” 


The Hon'ble Mx. Carty said :—** I have no objection to the amendment 
proposed by the Hon'ble Member. The Hon'ble Member's amendment makes 


the intention of the Select Committee more clear and I therefote accept it." 
The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 5. 


< The Hon’ble Basu Arca Caran Mazuxpan also moved that in sub-clause 
(2) clause 5, the words **all Inspectors” be substituted for the words “the Chief 
Inspector? appearing after the word ‘‘and” in the second line. He said:— 


“We have already defined an ‘Inspector’ to mean ‘a Chief Inspector 
of Smoke-nuisances or an Assistant Inspector of Smoke-nuisances appoin 
under this Act. As the clause now stands, it means that every Assistant 
Inspector appointed under section 5, clause (2) of the Bill, shall be subordinate 
to the Chief Inspector and the Chief Inspector in his turn shall be 
subordinate to the Commission; but I wnderstand that it cannot be the object 
of the Select Committee to make an Assistant Inspector independent of the 
Commission, The Commission is the controlling body and all Chief Inspectors 
as well as Assistant Inspectors should be under their control, I therefore wish 
to substitute the words ‘all Inspectors’ for the words ‘Chief rj 
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so that the Assistant Inspector as well as the Chief Inspector may ‘all be 


subordinate to the Commission, and in this view I ask the Council to accept this 
amendment," ; 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cariye said :—“ Here again I am not sure that the 
words as they appear in the Bill are not absolutely plain, but perhaps it would 
make the section clearer if the Hon'ble Member's amendment were accepted. I 
have no objection to the amendment, and it might be accepted by the Council.” 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 
The Hon'ble Basu Amora CragaN Mazuxpan also moved that in sub-clause 
(2), clause 7, after the words “such order” the following words and expression 
be inserted, mz., “or within such longer period as the Magistrate may, for 
special reason, allow.” He said :— 


“This clause deals with the obligation of parties in complying with 
orders passed by Magistrates in cases of demolition of kilns or furnaces 
erected within prohibited areas. It is quite possible that a part prosecuted 
under any of the sections of the proposed Act and required by the Magistrate to 
do a certain act within a certain period may commence to do such act and yet 
fail to complete it within the prescribed period. It would be extremely hard in 
such cases if the penalty were enforced immediately after the expiration of the 
period which is fixed by the Magistrate in his first order. To meet such 
contingencies and to give some protection to persons who may bond fide try to 
carry out the orders of the Magistrate, some discretion ought to be lett to 
the Magistrate for the purpose of granting an extension to such parties, and 
it is in this view that I have suggested this amendment, so that, if a man 
begins to comply with a Magistrate's order and then for sufficient reason fails to 
carry it out completely within the time allowed, he may get some extension 
from the Magistrate and that the penalty may not be enforced until such 
further time expires." 


The Hon'ble Mz. Cartyte said:—‘‘I think it is reasonable that the 
Magistrate should have the discretion which will be given him by this amend- 
ment, and I would therefore ask the Council to accept it." 


The Motion was put and agreed to, 
Clause 10, 


The Hon’ble Basu Ampica Cuaran Mazumpar also moved that in clause (:), 
sub-clause (2), clause 10, the word ‘‘twenty” be substituted for the words 


“thirty-two.” He said :— 


* I would draw Your Honour’s attention to sub-clause (7) of section 10, 
which authorises the payment of a fee not exceeding Ks. 82 to each 
or any member of the Commission attending a meeting of the Commission. 
It isa small matter, no doubt, but at the same time I think on principle 
I might ask the Council to consider this question. In the Caleutta Corporation 
we have got a fee of Rs, 20 for each member attending a meeting of the General 
Committee, and I am informed by my hon’ble friend, Babu Bhupendra Nath 
Basu, that not more than that is allowed to the Calcutta Port Commissioners 
for attending their meetings. I do not understand why a larger fee should be 
allowed in the case of the Members of the Smoke-Nuisances Commission. Jn 
the first place it will ‘be observed that ‘we have already granted representation 
to the various bodies and associations whose interests are likely to be affected 
by the proposed legislation, and it may be accepted that the representatives 
whom freee bodies will send will be — who will be directl interested in 
the welfare of their constituencies. "That ought in itself to a sufficient 
inducement to’ such members to regularly attend meetings of the Commission, 
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As for the official members I think they already possess sufficient inducemionte. 
for attending all kinds of meetings with which they may be associated, and I 


. do not think we need be anxious to grant them a larger fee than Rs. 20." 


"ihe Hon'ble Mr. Arcin said: —“I regret I cannot support this amendment. 
The Hon'be Member has referred to the example of the Port Commissioners, 
but if he will refer to the Port Commissioners Act he will find that the amount 
is a fixed one and is divided between the Commissioners attending a meeting ; 
the amount of the fee payable depends upon how many members attend. 
There are weekly meetings and also Sub-Committee meetings. In this case the 
members of the Commission must be practical men, their experience will be of 

eat benefit, and their time is valuable, The clause here provides that the 

ee shall not exceed Rs. 32. Even if the maximum fee was fixed, it would not 

in my opinion be in any way excessive. I regret, therefore, I canuot support 
any amendment reducing it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cartyne said:—“I agree with the Hon'ble Mr. Apcar 
in his opposition to the amendment. He has given reasons for holding. that 
Rs, 32 is not too large a fee, and I do not think we ought to cut it down.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Baurenpra NarH Basu said:—“I beg to support the 
amendment of my friend the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. As 
he has pointed out in the Calcutta Corporation, the fee to members of the 
General Committee is Rs. 20 for each meeting. When that fee was introduced 
I may remind your Honour's Council that it was strongly opposed by those who 
were the representatives of the different associations or publie bodies in this 
Council, and especially by those who represented at that time the Corporation 
of Caleutta. The fee i believe was originally fixed at Rs. 32, and after a 
considerable amount of opposition it was reduced to Rs. 20. There also the 
introduction of the fee system was justified on the ground that the General 
Committee needed the services of experienced men, and it would be impossible 
or rather difficult to have the benefit of their services until a fee was provided, 
and consequently notwithstanding the opposition of elected members the fee 
was introduced, J am glad to be able to state that some of the Government, 
members also opposed the introduction of the fee, and the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham 
to my knowledge did not accept a fee so long as he continued to be a member 
of the General Committee. In the Port Commissioners we have also got 
experienced men, and I am told that, if all the members attend a meeting, the 
fee to each member would be about Rs. 16, but, as all members do not attend 
and a certain fixed sum has been allotted for the purpose, the fees generally 
come to about Rs, 20 or Rs. 21. As my friend the Hon'ble Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar has pointed out the representatives on this Commission will 
have to safeguard the interests of their constituents. That alone ought io be 
in our opinion a sufficient inducement for them to serve on this Commission. 
If an additional inducement is to be given, it ought to be in giving such sums 
as are paid to members of similarly constituted bodies. As far as Government 
servants are concerned we have nothing to say. Having regard to the 
precedents that have been established in this Council, I do not think, Sir, that 
these precedents should be deviated frora, and in that view I support the 
amendment of my friend the Hon’ble Babu Ambica Charan Mazumdar.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cuaupuurr said :—“ I beg to support the amendment of 
the Hon’ble Babu Ambica Charan Mazumdar, and I agree in the remarks made 
by the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu. One thing has struck me, and I 
dare say it has struck other Members and that is »s well, that no provision 
has been made with regard to the expenditure that is contemplated under 
this Bill, I do not suppose that a Bill is a proper place to make provision for 
such expenditure, but the appointment of a Chief Inspector and his assistants 
will undoubtedly entail a heavy expenditure in connection with its working. 
The working ‘of the Bill will thus be a burden on the provincial account. 


As far as possible I would relieve this burden on tax-payers. I do not 
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` ‘expect that the Hon'ble Mr. Apear will eppresiste or at all desire that the 

expenses of the working of this Act will be efrayed out of fines or penalties. 

In some cases, notably under the Police and other local Acts, a rigorous 
enforcement of the law always brings no small amount of revenue from such 
sources. No rovision, however, has been made in this Bill and nothing has 
been said at the time of its introduction or of submitting the Report of the Select 
Committee how the expenses in connection with this Bill will be defrayed. If 
the Provincial Fund were to be charged with such expenses, I would not 
advocate a proposition that would inflict a heavier burden than was absolutel 
necessary for safeguarding public interest under the provisions of this Bill. 
With these rem arks, I beg to support the amendment," 


The Hon'ble Basu SALIGRAM Siwan said :—“ With reference to the remarks 
that have fallen from the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, I agree with 
him, and for the reasons stated by him I also support the amendment.’ 


The Hon'ble Basu Karı Papa Guosn said :—“ I also support the amendment. 
The Hon’ble Mr, Apcar has pointed out that according to the wording of the 
clause the fee is not to exceed Rs, 32, but that it may also perhaps mean that 
the actual figure to be paid to a member attending this Commission may be 
less than Rs. 32, but, as we find that the foo which is paid to members of the 
General Committee of the Calcutta Municipality is Rs. 20, and as the work 
of a member attending on this Commission will not be more onerous or will 
take more time than that of a Municipal meeting, I submit that the fee 
yable should be the same as that fixed with regard to meetings of the 
om! Committee of the Calcutta Municipality,” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Larmour said :—“ I regret I cannot support the amend- 
ment, I think the so-called analogous cases that have been brought up as to 
the Port Commissioners and the Municipality do not bear on the point at 
all. Inthe Port Commissioners a certain amount, as the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar 
has already told us, namely Rs, 280, is divided among fourteen Commissioners, 
that is to say if out of the fourteen members ten attend they get Rs. 28 each. 
Whatever the number that attend they divide the Rs. 280 between them. 
That is hardly a case to bring up for comparison. In this particular Commis- 
sion men will be wanted of special expert knowledge. Even these members 
who will be appointed by the Government will, I take it, be required to have 
this special knowledge, as it would be practically putting the thing out of all 
power of usefulness if men were appointed to the Commission who had not 
that knowledge. To take such men away from their daily occu ation, whatever 
it may be, for an hour or two, naturally means that they will lose by it and 
that they must be compensated for the time they give to such work. The 
meetings of such a Commission would not be very numerous. At the outset 
there would be several meetings to draw up Rules or for other preliminary 
matters; after that the meetings would probably be reduced to one a month 
or one in two months. : 3» f . : 

“Another thing must be borne in mind in considering the interests which 
are at stake, It is very possible that men who form such a Commission will 
have to be looked for at some distance from the actual spot. We have to 
consider that this Bill will bear upon the interests of industries scattered over a 
very large area, and that men representing those industries will probably be 
brought to Calcutta from some distance to attend if they are appointed under 
thas Tieas and a maximum fee of Hs. 32 to get these men to attend on 
such a Commission is by no means excessive. The men required will be men 
Of position, men who would need to have export knowledge of the subject. 
I regret, therefore, I cannot support the amendment." 


Th "ble Rasa Ban Benar: Kapur said:—' Sir, I must support the 
oo by my friend the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazum- 

dar. The fee should be fixed at Rs. 20, which is the fee allowed to members 
of the General Committee of the Corporation of Calcutta. The arrangement 
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in the Port Commissioners, as I MM it, is that Re. — 
allowance which is divisible among members who attend, so that two courses 
are open to us: either we might suy that Rs, 280 are to be.set apart for each 
meeting which will be divided among the members peus or fix the fee at 
Rs. 20 for each member who happens to be present to iscuss a certain meeting 
of the day. I venture to suggest, Sir, that it x. iie to me that originally ` 
when Rs, 32 was fixed the gold mohur used to sold at Rs. 16. It was 
necessarily always understood that a fee of two gold mohurs would' mean 
Rs. 32, but now-a-days the gold mohur is a thing which is difficult to Obtain 
and it is not a current coin, and if it is obtainable at all it is sold at Rs, “24 or 
Kis. 25. I rise, therefore, to support my friend the proposer of the amendinent 
that the fee shou'd be Rs. 20; but if, on the other hand, Sir, the Council should 
think tbat the fee should be a fixed one on the standard of the gold mohur, 
then as the gold mohur is not obtainable the fee may be fixed at Rs. <5 a8 ‘one 
gold mohur. For my part, I would suggest that whatever remuneration is 
allowed to members of the General Meetings of the Corporation should be fixed 
for the members who may attend & meeting of this Commission. With these 
few words I support the amendment." 


The Hon'ble Banu Ampika CHARAN Mzzumpar, in reply, said:— Sir, I 
regret very much to find the opposition which has been offered to. this simple 
amendment, There was a time when the’ Government constituted Commissions 
and Committees upon which members used to serve with the utmost zeal and 
interest, and there was no idea of receiving any money remuneration for their 
services; but times have now altered and it seems to me that our interest is now 
gradually assuming more and more substantial form. We have now got the 
Port Commissioners charging fees, we have got the Municipal Commissioners 
charging fees, and now we have got a Smoke Nuisances Commission following 
suit, As for the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar and the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour offering any 
opposition, I think I am bound to say a few words. In the first place your 

nour willbe pleased to observe that as the Bill was introduced there was no 
question of representation. The Select Committee have generously granted 
this representation on the recommendation amongst others of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce and the Caloutta Trades Association, and for them now 
to come forward to say that their representatives cannot attend unless they are 
allowed a substantial fee looks perhaps somewhat awkward. They wanted 
representation ; the Government has granted it; and when the representation 
is granted it becomes the thin end of the wedge; and now the worthy 
representatives of these bodies would quietly tell us,—you have granted us 
representation; now grant us the money wherewith to keep alive our dying 
interest in our representation. That certainly looks like business, but does not 
look decent as fur as Ican see. The Hon'ble Mr. Larmour has told us that the 
meetings will not be too many. Very well, I accept his words. If the meetings 
will not be many, why do you charge any fees at all? Your losses can not 
then be much. It has been suggested that intelligent experts and capable 
men will have to sit on the Commission, and they must be paid for their work, 
I do not believe that intelligent and capable men are altogether new indents 
forthe first time broaght in this country either by the Chamber or by the 
association. They did exist before and they did assist us without any 
remuneration. I think I can well understand why the Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle has 
found it necessary to stand in my way, but I was not at all prepared. for 
ao opposition from the representatives of the Chamber of Commerce an 
the Trades Association, to whom a substantial boon has been granted by the 
representation which is recognised in the Bull itself.” 


The Motion was then put and lost, 
The Hon'ble Mr, Ciaupmunt said :— Before moving the amendment which 
stands in my name I must say that clause 10 as it has been drafted now 15 


to a great extent free from the objections that are often taken to legislation by 
rules, Sub-clause (4), clause 10, has been taken bodily out of the Mines Act, 
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ectic 20, bub-claase (5),*with the substitution of the word “ Commission” in 
v ce of the expression. Mining Board. 

^ a Mining Board:há& been constituted " occurs in the Mines Act is that 
under section 3 of that; Act it has'been made optional with the Local 
Government to appoint a;Mining Board or not. But the local ‘measure before 
us marks an improvement'over the Mining Act in so far that it safegui 
publie interest to a greater extent. Here it is provided that the Local 
Government shall appoint aCommission, not that it may, as under section 9 
of the Mines Act, whichis a Government of India Act. The latter Act 
makes it optional to appoint:a Mining Board or not; but it has been provided 
under the present measure that the Local Government must appoint a Commis- 
sion. Having regard to clause 4 of the Bill, it seems to me that “the 
expression where a Commission has been constituted under section 4," in 
clause 10, sub-clause (4) is out of place, because under this Bill a Commission 
will have to be appointed to superintend the working of the Act and there is 
no option left. 1 beg to move, therefore, that in sub-clause (4), clause 10, the 
words and expression ‘where a Commission has been constituted under 
section 4’ be omitted, and that after the words ‘ the Commission’ in line 3, the 
words ‘constituted under section 4’ be added. The dropping of the first 
portion ‘where a Commission has been constituted under section 4’ thus does 
away with the contigency of the rules being framed before the Commission is 
appointed. l was given to understand that there would be no opposition to 
my amendment, so 1 bave nothing more to add to what I have aid" 


The Hon'ble Mr. Carty. said:—“ I have no objection to the amendment 


proposed by the Hon'ble Mr, Chaudhuri, and I think it may be accepted by the 
Council," 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 11. 


The Hon'ble Babu Awnrca CHanaN Mazumpar moved that the clauses (a) 
and (b) of clause 11 be amended in the following manner, viz, :— 
(a) upon a complaint made with the sanction of the Commission, and 

(b) within a period of two months from the date of the commission of the offen ce, 

unless the offence is continuous in its nature, in which case within two months 


from the date on which the commission or existence of the offenoe was brought 
to the notice of the President of tne Commission, 


He said :—“I object in the first place to clause 11 of the Bill in so far 
as it gives the Chief Inspector authority to start a prosecution independently 
of the authority of the Commission. The matter is a serious one. All pro- 
secutions under this Act are likely to affect trade, and we cannot be too 
careful in taking prosecutious under this Act. I submit that with the 
view to ensure proper scrutiny in matters of prosecutions, the sanctioning 
authority should be vested in the Commission. It is no new idea which I am 

lacing before the Council. Similar provision is to be found in the Bengal 

unicipal Act where no prosecution can be instituted without the sanction of the 
Commissioners, It may be a little longer proceeding, but I do not think it will 
be a difficult proceeding to obtain the necessary sanction when required from 
the Commission. For instance, a man commits an offence : the inspecting staff 
has simply to bring it to the notice of the President of the Commission and 
he has simply to J the opinion of the members of the Commission in order 
to institute a prosecution. There will be many things to be considered before 
sanctioning a prosecution under this Act, and this can only be properly con- 
sidered by expert members of the Commission. I do not think it would be at 
all safe to give this important power to the Chief Inspector, and I think we 
would be acting wisely in making it compulsory that before the institution of a 
prosecution under this Act the sanction of the Commission should be obtained. 


“ t pl the object of my second amendment is to make the 
law soir see Minden, in that ches an offence is of a continuous nature, the 
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party Should d be biloyrod ta oul the consequences of his act or omission, 
. Simply because the inspecting might overlook now and then the existence 

of an offence. There are various offences which will arise under this Act which 
will be.of a continuous nature, and if we leave the clause of the Bill as it stands 
I believe we might leave a wide door to — —— escaping the conse- 

uences of their act and defeating the provisions Act by simply raising 
the plea that the offence was committed more than two months’ ago and no 
notice has been taken of it in proper time. In these cases I believe it would 
be wise to provide that the Commission should have power to prosecute a man 
evenafter two months, provided they were ignorent of the existence of the 
offence committed; and in this view I would ask the Council to accept my 
second amendment also, which refers to clause (b). I ym. 1 as well inform 
Hon'ble Members of the Council that the same sort of safeguard been 
provided in the Municipal Act, and we ought also to provide that people may 
not escape the consequences of their act and nullify the provisions of this Act, 
simply because there may be some negligence on the part of the i ing staff. 
In this .view, I ask the Council to accept both the amendments which I have 
proposed.” « 


The Hon'ble Mr. CARLYLE said :—'' I regret I must oppose this amendment. 
The meetings of the Commission will, I hope, be rare after the Act is once in 
working * and it would be very inconvenient to calla meeting for the 
purpose of enabling the Commission to authorise the prosecution of every pet 
offence. If the Hon'ble Member's amendment were accepted the result 
would be that it would be necessary to call meetings at frequent intervals for 
such purposes, as the limit of time within which a ecution can be instituted 
has been reduced to two months. Under the Dill as it stands the Chief 
Inspector has to give written authority before a Magistrate can take cognizance 
of an offence, and this affords an ample guarantee that there will be no reckless 
institution of cases under this Act. 

** With regard to the amendment of clause (^), I can see no reason why con- 
tinuous offences should be put on a different footing from other offences, and I 
think it is unnecessary to Ln the wording of the clause as sent up by the 
Select Committee." 


The Hon'ble Babu Bnurrwpna Narn Basu said:—“ As regards the first 
amendment of clause 11 of my friend, the Hon'ble Babu Ambika Charan 
Mazumdar, I think it would meet the objection of the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle if. 
instead of ‘Chief Inspector! we substituted ‘the President of the Commis- 
sion,’ Prosecutions under the Calcutta Municipal Act are always undertaken 
after sanction by the Chairman, so that there is a safeguard against. unnecessary 
harassment and of the matter being properly enquired into. So if my friend 
the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar will accept this suggestion, the 
difficulty that the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle has suggested that the Commissioners 
would have to sit will be obviated E having the sanction of the President of 
the Commission." wrx 


The Hon’ble Banu Amprka CHARAN MAZUMDAR said :—** With your Honour's 

—— I would accept the suggestion of my friend the Hon’ble Babu 

ndra Nath Basu, and in place of ‘the sanction of the Commission’ I 

wou d substitute the expression ‘the sanction of the President of the Commis- 
sion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cartyxe said :—“ I still think it is unnecessary to make 
any change. The Chief Inspector has been placed by the Act entirely under 
the orders of the Commission, and it is very unlikely that he will recklessly 
sanction prosecutions, I think we might trust him.” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Cuaupnurr said:—“ With regard to the second part of 
my friend the Hon’ble Babu ‘Ambika Charan Mazumdar’s amendment, 
` Tregret I cannot support it. It seems to me that the second part of his 

amendment is opposed in principle to the first part. In the first part he 
seeks to safeguard against any prosecution being lightly started. Supposing 
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portion of his amendment is not carried, the second portion will only 
te an opportunity for people being put to endless harassment. Supposing 
emission of smoke of a particular density sufficient to constitute an offence 
under the Act is not carefully watched by the Inspectors and it is reported 
to the Chief Inspector that dense smoke was,emitted on a number of days and 


. prosecution is started for the first of the seri&& of such acts and it fails for 


want of sufficient particulars and by that time just two months are over. On 
the pretence of being a confinuous offence a fresh prosecution may be started 


' under the same series of acts, and now the requisite particulars might bo 


` and imports of merchandise have increased in valuo by 1 


forthcoming at the instance of the thwarted Inspector. ‘he timo limit in 
such cases would afford no relief. 1 think the effect of clause (5) of his 
amendment will be to make the Act more stringent in its operation and, 
ve larger powers in the hands of the Chief Inspector, Should my friend’s 
st amendment be lost, I think it will be undesirable to accept the second 
portion of his amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Karr Papa Guose said :—TI had expected that the 
Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle would have seen his way to accept'the amendment subject 
to the alteration proposed by my friend the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath - 
Basu, that is, that the written authority of the Presidént of the Commission 
should be obtained before starting a prosecution, Clause 11 is practically a 
penal clause, and in enacting such a clause I think*we should guard against 

rosecutions of a frivolous character, I think it would meet that object if the 

lon'bla Mr. Carlyle accepted the amendment subject to that alteration. As 
regards the second amendment proposed by my friend, the Hon’ble Babu 
‘Ambika Charan Mazumdar, I am sorry I cannot support it. Clause (5) as 
it stands in the Bill would not in my opinion be productive of any mischief, 
and I do not see any reason for the alteration of that clause.” 


The Motion was then put in its amended form and lost. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cartyte moved that tho Bill, as settled in Council, be 


passed, " 


The Motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1905-1906. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Smmnxs laid on tho table the Bengal Financial 
Statement for 1905-1906 with explanatory notes. He said:— 


_. “ Smr, I beg to lay upon the table the Financial Statement for 1905-1906, 
together with the usual appendices and accounts. 

«49, In the year which is just about to close the crops are reported to 
have been considerably below the average. The winter rice crop was estimated 
at 14 per cent, below the average ; and the bhadoi and rabi food crops and the 
Bhadoi non-food crops, which include jute and indigo, are said to have yielded 
only three-fourths of the average outturn. These are, however, probably 
— At one time, indeed, until heavy rain fell in October, there 
“was considerable anxiety ; and even after the cold-weather crops seemed secure 
‘they were damaged by frost and hail, On thé other hand the returns from the 4 
Port of Calcutta show that in the first eleven months of the P the exports 

l per cent., the 


percentages in the case of cotton goods and machinery being 20°15 and 38:8 
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while the marvellous industrial expansion which we see going on 


around Calcutta appears to suffer no abatement, nor do we ever hear of work- 


men being unable to find work, 


“3, Froma revenue pointef view the year has not been unsatisfactory. 
The revised estimate for the current year exceeds the original budget estimate 
by Rs.12,66,000. ‘This figure includes special grants of two lakhs for University 
Education and of Rs. 75,000 for the improvement of the Port of Ohittagon 
which have been made by the Government of India, but if these are exclud 
the excess still comes to Rs. 9,901,000. In the previous ten years, owing to 
the cautious system of budgetting, the average difference between the revised 


estimate and the budget estimate has been Rs. 10,88,000, or if we exclude 


exceptional items Rs. 10,59,000. When we framed the budget of the current 
year in March last we allowed for an increase of Rs, 5,56,000, and we now 
estimate for a further increase, apart from the grants for University Education 
and Chittagong, of Rs. 9,91,000 which brings the total E during 
the ‘current year up to Rs. 15,47,000. A comparison of the actuals of the 

revious six years shows that the average advance from year to year has been 

s. 13,58,000. The enhancement of revenue during the current year is partly 
from departmental receipts which involve an increase of departmental expendi- 
ture, but on the whole, and in view of the fact that we receive a smaller share 
than formerly of the expgnding revenues technically known as ‘the divided 


heads, we may be satisfied with the result, In passing I may explain that 


our favourable position is largely due to an unusual expansion of the stamp 
revenue, chiefly under the head of Court-fee stamps. The average annual 
addition to the revenue from stamps in the last five years has been Rs. 3,89,000, 
and when preparing the budget for the current year we allowed for an incre- 
ment of three lakhs, giving a provincial share of 1} lakhs, Now on the 
strength of the receipts daring the first 11 months of the year, we have added 
six lakhs in the revised estimate of the current year, making a total of nine lakhs 
of which the Local Government gets one-half or Rs. 4,50,000. 


.*4, Jn the financial estimate which was concluded last year, the reve- 
nues assigned to us amounted to Rs. 4,98,87,000. In the budget for the 
current year we estimated for an increase of Rs. 5,56,000, The revised esti- 
mate for the current year shows a further increase over the budget estimate of 
Rs.12,66,000. In the budget for next year we have allowed for an increase 
of Rs. 6,28,000. If these three sums are added together, we get a total of 
Rs. 24,50,000 by which the permaneat revenue of next year is estimated to 
exceed the amount assigned to us in the financial settlement a year ago. Of 
this amount sums aggregating Rs. 19,48,Q00 have been allot to recurring 
expenditure under various heads, leaving a margin of Rs, 5,02,000 which for the 
present has been devoted to non-recurring expenditure. ‘The details of the 
recurring expenditure will be found in. paragraph 13 of the explanatory 
notes. The non-recurring expenditure is given in paragraph 14, 


“5, So far I have dealt with the addition to the permanent or recurring 
revenue, but we also begin next year with a large opening balance, part of 
which may be devoted to non-recurring expenditure. A year ago we 
estimated that the opening balance of the current year would be Rs. 1,87,99,000. 
Owing, however, to adjustments after the closs of the year, principally 


‘on account of jail manufactures and survey and settlement charges, and 


owing also in some cases to the receipts having proved better than the revised 
estimate, there has been an increase in the opening balance of Rs. 4,54,000. 
This amount has been carried forward and added to the A of 
the current year which corresponds with the opening balance of next year. 
Then again, the revised estimate of receipts for the current year exceeds 
the budget by Rs. 12,66,000 and this excess is also carried forward, Lastly, 
we ‘have a net decrease in the expenditure of the current year. There 
have been large savings under many heads, but most of these have been trans- 
ferred to other heads and spent. ‘The net result is that the expenditure falls 
short of the estimates lig va 2,21,000. These three sums Rs, 4,54,000, 
. . 
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